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UPCOMING EVENTS:

March 25…
Central District Judges School
Series VII School II
When: March 25, 2017 7:45 A.M. - 6 P.M.
Where: 6463 Creekbend clubhouse
Who: Students should contact Rick Richtmyer
at 281-350-6809 for more information

April 22...ABC

Neo Donger pastel—Earth Star Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, March 21, 7:30 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Grey, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKER: Scott Sandel
PROGRAM TITLE: Northern Peru – Bromeliads of
Tabaconas Namballe Sanctuary, the archaeological
sites and Cordillera Negra & Blanca

MEETING AGENDA:
• Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant
Sale
• Show and Tell
• Meeting
• Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
• Program
• Raffle
• Adjourn
APRIL PROGRAM: ABC on April 22 Selecting
and Preparing Plants to Show’ presented by Rick
and Carole Richtmyer and David Whipkey

NEXT BOARD MEETING: March 23, 2017
DEADLINE FOR APRIL BULLETIN: 3/31/17
NOTE - March Seedling Neoregelia Java Plum

The annual picnic will be held at the Edmonson’s
from 10:30 to 2:30 at 16023 Pebble Bend Drive 77068.
This event is in lieu of the monthly meeting.
BYOC—bring your own chair.

April 29...Plant Sale
April 29, 2017 9 A.M. until 3 P.M.
Metropolitan Multi-Service Center 1475 West Grey,
Houston 77019

May 19, 20, 21 … BS/HI Annual Show & Sale
Bromeliad Society/Houston’s 45th Annual Show and
Sale
May 19, 20, and 21 2017 at the Mercer Botanic Gardens
22306 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble, TX 77338
(more at end of newsletter)
Show hours: Saturday 2:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Sunday 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Sale hours:

Friday 12:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Saturday 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Sunday 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

OCTOBER 20, 21, 22—Southwest Bromeliad
Guild Show
Dallas Texas—More details to come...
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I know it is still Winter but
it feels a lot like late
Spring. Guess I’m not
the only one being fooled
– everything in the garden is budding out. I
was in doubt for a while
that there would be anything in bloom on the Azalea Trail this year.
This weather has finally motivated me to begin
cleaning up my plants, potting pups and repotting some plants that have outgrown their containers. When you begin looking at your plants
as individuals instead of that clump of plants in
the greenhouse, you do find the ones which did
not make it and those which will require a lot of
care to bring back to optimal condition. Often
the enjoyment of our plants is directly proportional to the effort we have put into them. I’ll bet we
have all lost interest in a plant which looks good,
produces lots of pups and requires little effort to
do so.

Trying one or maybe two large Aechmeas at a
time is the limit of what I can do. With my luck,
however, that doesn’t mean I can’t keep trying
others. Two or three years seems to be the upper limit of my ability to keep any large
Aechmea. I don’t give up easily and one of
these days I’m going to post a picture of an
Aechmea in bloom in my Garden.
The other topic I want to address is probably related to the above. We are approaching both
our Spring Sale in April and our Show and Sale
in May. I would like to encourage each of you to
participate in both and to volunteer whatever
time you have available. Especially during the
Show and Sale we need every member/
volunteer to make a successful Show and Sale.
It does not matter whether you are available for
two hours or all day. We need you to pitch in
and give whatever time you can.

As you know some of our members have been
doing the same job during our Sales and Shows
for years. Please consider volunteering to help
with those jobs. It will be a great learning experience for you and the person who has been
shouldering the responsibility will appreciate
I must admit there are a few plants in that cate- your help.
gory which I do love and wouldn’t banish from
my collection. With my space limitation, I would
rather try to grow one of those plants which everyone says is so easy but which I have never
had that much luck. Some more costly Cryptanthus and several large Aechmeas come to mind.

March Birthdays
Bob Spivey
Annette Dominguez
Odean Head

3/12
3/18
3/22
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Richtmyer Review
RECENT TAXONOMIC REVISIONS FOR
BROMELIADS – Rick Richtmyer

over several years. This significant study has led to the establishment of 11 new genera in subfamily Tillandsioideae
in addition to the currently established 9 genera.

Below is a list of the new genera and the existing species
which have been transferred to them. As you can see,
It is time to begin preparing for the annual Bromeliad Socie- many commonly grown tillandsia and vriesea species have
changed genus. You might want to take some time to note
ty/Houston show and sale which takes place May 19, 20
the changes on the name tags in your collection.
and 21 at Mercer Arboretum which leads me to this topic.
For the past several years, Bromeliad taxonomists and molecular biologists have been actively working with DNA to
establish a clearer picture of the origin and evolution of
Bromeliads. Although they have not finished their work,
they have produced several monumental articles and monographs which have been published recently. Now, we
need to understand the results of their findings.

Our 2017 show schedule will remain essentially as it was
for the 2016 World Conference held in Houston. When entering your plants for the show, you will be assisted as classification will be aware of these taxonomic changes. However, when reviewing your collection use the amazing reference listed below by Derek Butcher and Eric Gouda. The
‘Taxon List’ is updated frequently and will become the ‘go
to’ reference for nomenclature replacing ‘An alphabetical
List of Bromeliad Binomials’ which has not had a major revision since 2014 following the passing of its author Harry
E. Luther.

In the article by Derek Butcher, republished in the September 2016 BS/H Bulletin, he states research scientists now
recognize 8 subfamilies in Bromeliaceae rather than the
three subfamilies we were used to - Tillandsioideae, BroNext month I will report on several additional changes in
melioideae and Pitcairnioideae. The five new subfamilies
nomenclature.
were broken out of the existing subfamily Pitcairnioideae.
Late in 2016 researchers led by Michael H. J. Barfuss published a monograph on the revision of subfamily Tillandsioideae also based on DNA studies which have taken place
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Our March Speaker:

Scott’s interest in bromeliads started when he was given a
Billbergia pyramdialis. As a kid on an allowance, propagatScott Sandel … Northern Peru – Bromeliads of
ing bromeliads was a satisfying hobby shared with Scott’s
Tabaconas Namballe Sanctuary, the father, Joe, who is a member of our
Archaeological Sites and Cordillera
Houston society. Scott has always
Negra & Blanca
been interested in adventure travel –
including travel to remote regions of
Central and South America to see
Our presenter from March is Scott San- bromeliads in cloud forests. Scott
del. Scott lives in San Diego, but he
and his husband Jim enjoy traveling
grew up in Dickinson on the bayous of and camping in their local desert
Galveston County and is a 5th genera- areas and in nearby Baja Califortion Tejano. Scott is an Aggie with a
nia. The presentation for March is
degree in landscape architecon their September 2016 trip to northern Peru. The title of
ture. Scott’s practice has involved site the presentation is Northern Peru – Bromeliads of Tabaplanning and design for schools, afford- conas Namballe Sanctuary, the archaeological sites and
able housing and mixed-use developments. His forte has
Cordillera Negra & Blanca. The 3-1/2 week trip focused on
been creating workplace environments that maximize the
different cloud forest habitats and ended in the high Andes
use of Southern California outdoor space for companies
mountains to a grove of the largest of all bromeliads, the
such as Johnson & Johnson, TD Ameritrade, DirecTV, and Queen of the Andes, Puya raimondii.
Intuit.

May 19—21 at Mercer
BS/HI 45th ANNUAL
SHOW:
Brilliant Bromeliads

If you cannot help, please sign a Friday sheet and indicate
that you will not be available. Otherwise I will have to contact you. Please remember that shows and sales are a lot
of work. Hopefully all of our members will donate at least
a few hours of their time. If you are new to shows and
sales, we will be happy to help you find a suitable task.

Neo Pimento pastel from Earth Star Designs

The BS/HI 45th Annual Show,
"Brilliant Bromeliads" is scheduled for May 19 through 21,
2017 at Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens. Work
sheets will be available at the February meeting.

The most important part of a successful bromeliad show is
the entries. Please enter as many as possible. I believe
the April meeting will be devoted to teaching us how to
choose and prepare plants for showing.

If you can help, please sign the appropriate sheet(s), indi- Charlien
cate the time you will be available and the work area you
prefer or if you have no preference, "anywhere".

WHIPKEY’S WORD

My word this month is variegated. Imagine you are on the
phone with a
sales clerk at
a nursery.
She mentions
that she has a
couple of
plants that
might interest
you. The first is Neoregelia ‘Groves’ Tangerine’ and the
second is a variegated form of the same plant. You grow
neither plant. What do you think they look like? Being a
good BSI member, you immediately look them up on the
BSI website. The pictures are photos of ‘Groves’ Tangerine’ from the Bromeliad Cultivar Register. However the
BCR does not show a picture of the variegated form. Not a
bad start, but you still don’t know what the variegated plant
looks like.
According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary (https://
www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ ) variegated is defined as:
1: having discrete markings of different colors <variegated
leaves>
2: varied

In the “Did You Know?” section of the dictionary, further
explanation is given. It states in part “It is used in botany to
describe the presence of two or more colors in the leaves,
petals, or other parts of plants...”
Sounds like a good definition to me. But let us consider
another definition. “A Bromeliad Glossary” (1977) published by the BSI defines variegation as “The condition of a
leaf when certain sections are reduced or totally devoid of
green pigments with the result that the leaf has pale spots,
blotches or bands.”
Which one do you like? I favor the first one. It is clear,
concise, and not overly stilted. Great, but let us return to
our problem. What does the variegated form of ‘Groves’
Tangerine’ look like? Did you envision the plant shown to
the left? Probably not, To say that a plant is variegated
doesn’t say much about its looks. There are many kinds of
variegation. Take a while and digest this information. Next
month I will talk about the different types of variegation that
bromeliads exhibit.
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Rejuvenation

Thus, I am rejuvenated with an interest for Bromeliads.
But, more than that, I am happy to be with people who are
kind and who love nature. I am lucky to have friends who
share a little of their lives with me.

I was an enthusiastic member of the Houston Bromeliad
Society in the beginning. I shared the love for these plants
And, more importantly, I am willing and able to help other
(especially Cryptanthus) with other members, including
members in their efforts to make the society one to be
my husband. We joined in the 80’s and the “greenhouse” proud of.
Dave built in the backyard of our suburban home was at
Linda Whipkey
least half filled with my Neos. I took part in preparing food
for the meetings and helping out with the shows, entering
You should take good care of others, be concerned for
as a novice one year. I volunteered for the International
their welfare, help them, make more friends, make more
conference held here in the 90’s. It was a wonderful event
smiles.
and I enjoyed having a part in it. The society was a great
competitive and social experience.
The Dalai Lama
Then, I lost interest. The plants were no longer important
to me. I was changing careers, driving all over Houston,
and it was difficult for me to find energy to attend meetings. Weekend sales went on without me. I didn’t attend
the shows. Dave continued to be a devoted member but I
guarded my freedom on the 3th Tuesday of each month.
Then, in 2015, Dave was elected as president again. He
gave me his newsletter pages to proof. I had no qualms
about doing that.

Blooming In the Greenhouse

Helping wasn’t just an administrative function though. He
drove from Tomball every month, leaving the house early
and coming home late. I realized that support could be
defined as simply accompanying him to the meetings and
attending as a couple. I really didn’t want any plants.
Then, I won a centerpiece at the December party. It was a
great Neoregelia ‘Seduction.’ It resembled plants that I
had loved so long ago in that little greenhouse. I bid on
plants for the first time. I finally was starting a collection. I
asked Dave if he had any plants that I could grow. He provided me with several Orthophytum, Billbergia, and
Cryptanthus. I became excited to see the plants on the
raffle table the next month .

Orthotanthus ‘Blazing Bonsai’

After visiting Jimbo’s nursery, winning plants at the raffle
and begging Carole Richtmeyer for anything, I filled the
space designated for my collection. Dave is currently
moving some of his plants out of the way for mine.
Now, I am enthusiastic again. I want to enter plants and
an artistic arrangement in our May show. I pay attention to
flowering and pupping. I move plants inside for my enjoyment. I watch sunlight and water.

Cryptanthus ‘Frostbite’
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FEBRUARY RAFFLE UPDATE.
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be March 19, 2017

The raffle brought in $60.
Thanks to the following donors:
•
•
•
•

The Beaubouefs
Carole and Rick Richtmyer
David and Linda Whipkey
Cherie Lee

The winners were:

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be April 6, 2017

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Billie Emanuel
Elizabeth Fisher
Don Green
Vickey Gurka
Faye Martin
Malcolm McCorquodale
Linda Whipkey

REFRESHMENTS:
N to Z
Thank you to everyone
who brings refreshments
each month. The club provides coffee and soft
drinks.
Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and
last name begins with N thru Z group). Please bring
your refreshment ready to serve with the appropriate
serving tool, and pick up your items at the close of
the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee appreciates your help.
Verna Powers – Hospitality Coordinator
SPECIAL THANKS…
MARCH SEEDLING—
JAVA PLUM
Cultivar: Java Plum
Hybridized by Vinzant
Registered or introduced:
2008, 1997

To DAVID KLEIN for his donation to hospitality.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

Officers and Chairmen
Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net
Vice President
Cherie Lee
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
David Whipkey
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/17
12/31/18
12/31/19
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Mary Cinotto
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt
John Edmonson
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/Don Green
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBD
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
7. LibrarianRuby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted by
Wray Page and Rick Richtmyer
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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