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UPCOMING EVENTS:
April 22...ABC

The annual picnic will be held at the Edmonson’s
from 10:30 to 2:30 at 16023 Pebble Bend Drive 77068.
This event is in lieu of the monthly meeting.

BYOC—bring your own chair.

April 29...Plant Sale
April 29, 2017 9 A.M. until 3 P.M.
Metropolitan Multi-Service Center 1475 West Gray,
Houston 77019

May 19, 20, 21 … BS/HI Annual Show & Sale
Neo Lambert’s Pride pastel—Earth Star Designs

MEETING DATE:
Saturday, April 22, 2017 10:30 A.M.
Location: 16023 Pebble Bend Drive 77068
PROGRAM SPEAKERS: Carole Richtmyer,
Rick Richtmyer, David Whipkey
PROGRAM TITLE:
Selecting and Preparing Plants to Show
MEETING AGENDA:
Everyone who plans to attend the ABCs picnic
is asked to bring a covered dish
(salad, vegetable or dessert), as lunch will be
served. BS/HI provides main course and

drinks.

No member sale or raffle.
Also—BYOC—Bring Your Own Chair

Bromeliad Society/Houston’s 45th Annual Show and
Sale
May 19, 20, and 21 2017 at the Mercer Botanic Gardens
22306 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble, TX 77338
(more at end of newsletter)
Show hours: Saturday 2:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.
Sunday 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Sale hours:

October 20, 21, 22...
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and
Biannual International Cryptanthus Show
Crown Plaza Addison, Dallas, TX
•
•
•
•

MAY PROGRAM: ‘South African Images’
presented by Phyllis and Dick McEuen

•

NEXT BOARD MEETING: June 22, 2017

•

DEADLINE FOR MAY BULLETIN: 5/5/17

Friday 12:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Saturday 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Sunday 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Hotel rates - $99/night/free parking
Registration is $85.00.
Plant entry for the two Shows and Plant Sale are
late Friday morning and Friday afternoon.
Plant Sale Opening for registrants 6:00pm, Friday
night
Saturday morning –
 Guild & Cryptanthus Show Judging
 BSI Board of Directors Meeting
Banquet and Rare Plant Auction Saturday night

December 2 ... Christmas Party

Texas Land and Cattle—
NEW LOCATION: 12313 Katy Freeway 77079
281-679-9900

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE
I’m sure you are enjoying
the wonderful weather
we have been having of
late. I guess a few of us
have had some short but
violent storms close to
home. I’m really enjoying getting my hands dirty with cleaning, repotting and getting everything ready to move my
Broms to their summer home.

There are always those plants you have in the
ground or on display apart from the rest of your
collection. With those I found several of my expectations for survivability were way off the
mark. Almost all my Aechmeas planted in the
landscape succumbed. Unprotected Neoregelias on the other hand had incidental leaf damage
but none died. I need to restock my Billbergias
as I lost quite a few. Truthfully, I didn’t give them
much protection since I considered them coldhardy. It appears not all Billbergias grow up
equal, however. If I lost a certain Billbergia cultivar or species, I lost most of that cultivar or species.

There is a lot of chatter on Social Media about
what made it through the winter despite having
no protection, what was wiped out by the cold
and how to treat the “almost gone” in our collections. My mistake was that our recent not-socold winters made me think that I could take my
makeshift greenhouse structure down in late Fall
and replace it (it’s not yet replaced). I thought if I
covered most of my plants with freeze cloth I
could make it through any moderate cold weather we might have. Considering how cold it did
get my plants did fare well.

So, if you, like me, have some gaps in your collection we have a solution for that! Our Spring
Sale at the Metropolitan Multi-Service Center is
scheduled on April 29, 2017. In the meantime,
you can take the knowledge you gain at our
ABCs outing with the Edmonsons on April 22,
2017 and prepare your very special plants for
entry in our Show May 20 and 21 at Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens. Don’t forget
there is another chance to restock your collection at our plant sale at Mercer May 19, 20 and
21.
Good growing,
.

April Birthdays
Verna Powers
Larry Friedman
Faye Stansberry
Lee Rowell
Jan Liang
Gene Powers

4/17
4/23
4/23
4/26
4/29
4/30
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Reflection—Pay It Forward
We had grown a few bromeliads over the years but the appeal wasn’t gripping with Aechmea gamosepala and
Cryptanthus “Ruby” tucked in the corner of our greenhouse. .
Then, in 2013, we went to Florida to seek orchids and bonsai and what a revelation. While visiting Sundance Nursery, we saw the most marvelous colors and shapes. The
plants were aglow.
“What are those plants?”, I asked John and he said
“Bromeliads.”. I thought he was joking but sure enough,
they were the most lively plants I’d ever seen. We bought
some, of course.
In 2014, John saw that Cynthia and Ray Johnson were
hosting a Bromeliad picnic and asked if I’d like to go. Why
not. Bromeliads were interesting.
Cynthia and Ray were so incredible—gracious to have total
strangers into their home and so excited to show their collection. Well, we were hooked by everyone’s charm and the
stunning plants in Cynthia and Ray’s collection as well as
by the lovely seedlings we were given...Neoregelia Guacamole. We could see these folks were serious about the
“pay it forward” philosophy.

Clockwise:

We soon learned the lovely plants had a “pay it forward”
biology as well. What fun these plants are. They love to
multiply and we are able to share with friends and neighbors.
The basics of the bromeliad organization is sharing or pay
it forward. Many folks bring plants to auction, bring food
for meetings and events, and share their time and expertise
in training sessions and classes.
And while on this topic, a special thank you to Jimmy and
Joanne Woolsey who have brought seedlings to countless
meetings so we could not only learn about these wonderful
plants, but also have an opportunity to add to our collections. Jimbo’s has not been profitable with this process but
rather—it was done with the same drive in mind….share
and bring to others. Sadly, the budget has not made it feasible for this process to continue as it has been but there
will be means for folks to help others with their collections,
expertise and enjoyment.
Let’s thank our members for their generosity. BS/HI is the
most marvelous plants partnering with the most marvelous
people.
Cheers,
Mary

WHAT’S BLOOMING

Cryptanthus ‘Charlien Rose’ and ‘Jimmy Antle’
Neoregelia johannis “De Rolf’
Wallisia (formerly Tillandsia) cyanea
Tillandsia streptophylla
Goudaea (formerly Vriesea) ospinae var. gruberi
Cryptanthus ‘Pink Brocade’
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Richtmyer Review—Part 2
Following is a list of former Vrieseas which have been changed to Tillandsias since the publication of the 2014 BSI
Binomial.
Tillandsia andreettae
Tillandsia appenii
Tillandsia barclayana
Tillandsia boeghii
Tillandsia castaneo-bulbosa
Tillandsia cathcartii
Tillandsia cereicola
Tillandsia curvispica
Tillandsia drewii
Tillandsia espinosae
Tillandsia frank-hasei to replace Vriesea hasei
Tillandsia gruberi
Tillandsia harmsiana
Tillandsia hitchcockiana
Tillandsia incurva
Tillandsia limonensis
Tillandsia olmosana
Tillandsia olmosana var. pachamamae
Tillandsia patula
Tillandsia penduliscapa
Tillandsia pereziana
Tillandsia peruviana
Tillandsia petraea
Tillandsia piepenbringii
Tillandsia porphyrocraspeda
Tillandsia robusta
Tillandsia strobelii
Tillandsai tequendamae
Tillandsia tillandsioides
Tillandsia walter-tillii to replace Vriesea tillii
Tillandsia werneriana
Tillandsia yaconorensis
References: Jason R. Grant
“True Tillandsias misplaced in Vriesea (Bromeliaceae: Tillandsioidea)” in Phytologia (August 1993) 75(2): 170-175
“New Combinations and New Taxa in the Bromeliaceae” in Phytologia (1995) 79 p 254-256
“New Combinations and Names In Andean Pitcairnia, Tillandsia, and Werauhia” in Vidalia, 2004 vol 2, no. 2, p. 23-25
Following next is a list of former Orthophytum species described with a sessile inflorescence that have been transferred
to resurrected Genus Sincoraea.
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea
Sincoraea

albopicta (was Orthophytum albopictum)
amoena
burle-marxii
hatschbachii
heleniceae
humilis
mucugensis
navioides
ophiuroides
rafaelii
ulei

Reference: “Recent Change in Genus Orthophytum: Re-Establishment Of Sincoraea (Bromeliaceae)”
Rafael B. Louzada & Maria das Gracas L. Wanderly
Journal of the Bromeliad Society Vol 66(1):
pp 6-19, 2017 (January – March 2016 Issue)
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Our April Program and Speakers:
The ABCs

Remember our April meeting this year will be at the
Edmonson’s home in Houston. The date is Saturday, April
22, and the hours are 10:30 a.m. until approximately 2:30
p.m.. This meeting traditionally combines:
• Good food - please bring a covered dish (salad,
vegetable, dessert) to share
• Lots of opportunity for conversation, viewing
bromeliads, and discussing their culture, etc.
• Learning opportunities from viewing Mary and John’s
greenhouses and bromeliad collection and by participating in the ABCs.
The program this year will be ‘Selecting and Preparing
Plants to Show’ presented by Rick and Carole Richtmyer
and David Whipkey. Carole, David and Rick are BSI
Accredited Master Bromeliad Judges and are experts in
growing and exhibiting bromeliads.
16023 Pebble Bend Drive, Houston, TX 77068.
If you miss a turn, their telephone number is 281-537-9024.

Our Speakers:
David Whipkey
David lives on the prairie west of Tomball with
his wife Linda where
they grow a variety of
plants. He has been
interested in gardening
for over 60 years. David has been a member of the Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. for 30+ years and is currently
serving as the society’s Past President. He is also a member of the Cryptanthus Society International and is currently
serving as the organization’s Vice-President. He a member
of the Bromeliad Society International and has been designated as an Internationally Accredited Master Bromeliad
Judge by that organization.
David is a retired public school teacher and has been
spending as much time as possible sharing his knowledge
of and enthusiasm for growing Bromeliads.

Carole and
Rick Richtmyer

Most Direct:
•
•
•
•
•

Go to 1960.
Pebble Bend intersects 1960
Turn North on Pebble Bend Drive and go all the way to
the end of the street.
You will see a No Outlet sign. Keep going.
16023 is the last house on the left.

Carole and Rick first
became interested in
bromeliads after moving
to Houston many years
ago. They first joined Bromeliad Society/Houston in 1981.
Although they moved away to Dallas in 1982, their interest
(and collection) continued to grow, and they became active
members of the Greater Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society. It was during their years in Dallas that Rick and Carole
became BSI certified bromeliad judges. Upon moving back
to Houston in 1996, they again became active members of
BS/HI. Both Carole and Rick are BSI Accredited Master
Judges and Instructors. Also, they are members of the
Cryptanthus Society International. Rick is a BSI Director
and Carole is Secretary of the Cryptanthus Society.

May 19—21 at Mercer
BS/HI 45th ANNUAL SHOW:
Brilliant Bromeliads
The BS/HI 45th Annual Show, "Brilliant Bromeliads" is
scheduled for May 19 through 21, 2017 at Mercer Arboretum
and Botanic Gardens.
Please remember that shows and
sales are a lot of work.

Neoregelia Pimento pastel
Earth Star Designs

The most important part of a successful bromeliad show is
the entries. Please enter as many as possible. I believe the
April meeting will be devoted to teaching us how to choose
and prepare plants for showing.
Charlien
5

Whipkey’s Word
Last Whipkey’s Word, I talked about the word variegated.
The problem is when you say that your Aechmea orlandiana is variegated no one is certain what the plant looks
like. We need some terms that are more specific. The
words this month are marginata, lineate and medio-picta.
Unfortunately it is time to bring out the big guns because
Webster has no idea what these words mean.
Marginata refers to the leaf edges being variegated with
the center being green. Sound simple enough, but there
are two major kinds of margination. Albomarginata is when
the leaf edges are white. Albo from the Latin word for
white and marginata from the Latin word for border. Flavomarginata (flavo from the Latin word for yellow) is when the
edges are yellow.

Lineata (from the Latin
word for lined) means that
there are white, red, or yellow lines running the length
of the leaf.
lineata
Neoregelia ‘Rosea Striata’
X concentrica

I know you are probably getting tired of reading, but finally
there is medio-picta. Medio from the Latin word for middle
and picta from the Latin word for painted. The center of the
leaf is colored and the edge is green...a leaf with a painted
middle.
Medio-picta
Aechmea orlandiana
'Medio Picta'v

albomarginata
Aechmea orlanaiana
'Ensign'

It’s in times like these when I wish that I had taken Latin in
college instead of German. Sure would save a lot of time
looking things up on the internet.
flavomarginata
Aechmea nudicaulis
var. flavomarginata

One last bit of information. If you want to read a well written article on variegation, the Journal of The Bromeliad
Society Vol.50, No.4 July-August, 2000 has an one on
page 182 that you might want to read. The article written
by Luiz Felipe Nevares de Carvaiho is titled “Variegation in
Bromeliads”. It is available on the BSI website at http://
journal.bsi.org/PDF/V50/BSI_V50(4).pdf .

2017 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale

The Greater Dallas/Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society is hosting the Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale in Dallas, Texas-- on October
20, 21, & 22, 2017. The Cryptanthus Society is hosting their biannual International Cryptanthus Show along with the Guild Event.
The annual meeting of the Bromeliad Society International Board of Directors will also occur at the same event.
The event information follows—
--Crowne Plaza Addison, Dallas TX
--Hotel rates - $99/night/free parking
--Registration is $85.00.
--Plant entry for the two Shows and Plant Sale are late
Friday morning and Friday afternoon.
--Plant Sale Opening for registrants 6:00pm, Friday night
--Saturday morning –
--Guild & Cryptanthus Show Judging
--BSI Board of Directors Meeting
--Banquet and Rare Plant Auction Saturday night
--Plant storage available Thursday and Sunday night
Everyone please mark your calendars and save the date! It should be a fun time for all. It has been a long time since the last Guild
Show, plus, we will also be having a completely separate Cryptanthus Show, along with the BSI Board of Directors meeting.
Remember, all members of the Houston society are also automatically members of the Southwest Bromeliad Guild.
More information to follow soon! - Steve Reynolds
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SPRING BROMELIAD SALE
Our Spring Bromeliad Sale will be on Saturday, April 29th at the Metropolitan Multi-Services Center on W. Gray. Setup will be at 8 and sales open to the public at 9 a.m. and will end at 3 p.m. .
Please email me at deliboys@comcast.net or call 713-858-3047 if YOU ARE SELLING and for
food you are bringing. Gordon Stowe will be bringing water, I will be supplying the meats, cheeses, lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, lettuce, tomatoes and the condiments and bread.
Cherie and Frank Lee will be bringing her egg salad, flat breads and cakes. Please bring bags
and boxes for carry out. Cynthia Johnson will be assisting on the register.
Verna and Gene Powers will be out of the country so any help with putting foods and cleaning up
will be appreciated by Cherie and myself. Thanks! Allyn

REFRESHMENTS:
EVERYONE
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be May 21, 2017

Please bring a covered dish (salad, vegetable or
dessert) to share. The club is providing main
course and drinks—tea, water, soda.

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be May 4, 2017

March Raffle
Apologies to donors and winners in the March
raffle. In the confusion to leave so quickly, the
information got lost in the shuffle.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

Officers and Chairmen
Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net
Vice President
Cherie Lee
Secretary
Charlien Rose
Treasurer
Allyn Pearlman
Past President
David Whipkey
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/17
12/31/18
12/31/19
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Mary Cinotto
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt
John Edmonson
President

I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/Don Green
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBD
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
7. LibrarianRuby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10. Seedlings
Provided by Jimmy Woolsey
11. Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted by
Wray Page and Rick Richtmyer
12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman
13. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
14. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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