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MEETING  DATE:, Tuesday, May 16, 7:30 P.M. 

Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019 
 
PROGRAM SPEAKERS:   
Dick and Phyllis McEwen         
 
PROGRAM TITLE:    

South African Images 
 

MEETING AGENDA: 
• Greetings/Call to Order 

• Show and Tell 

• Meeting 

• Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets 

• Program 

• Adjourn 

• Raffle 

 

JUNE  PROGRAM:     
presented by Charlie Birdsong  
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING:  July 20, 2017 
 

DEADLINE FOR JUNE BULLETIN:  6/5/17 
 
  

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

May 19, 20, 21 … BS/HI Annual Show & Sale 
 

Bromeliad Society/Houston’s 45th Annual Show and 
Sale 
May 19, 20, and 21 2017 at the Mercer Botanic Gar-
dens 
22306 Aldine Westfield Road, Humble, TX 77338 
(more at end of newsletter) 
 
Show hours:  Saturday 2:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
                        Sunday 11:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
 
Sale hours:     Friday 12:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
                        Saturday 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
                        Sunday 11:00 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 
 
Entries:            Friday 12:00 P.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Late entries accepted only with prior approval of the 
show chairman with 5 days advance notice and have 
all entry sheet information filled out  
 
After Show:  Details in progress and will discuss at 
the upcoming meeting. 

October 20, 21, 22... 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and  

Biannual International Cryptanthus Show  
Crown Plaza Addison, Dallas, TX  

Hosted by the Greater Dallas, Ft. Worth Bromeliad 
Society 

 

• Hotel rates - $99/night/free parking 

• Registration is $85.00. 

• Plant entry for the two Shows and Plant Sale are 
late Friday morning and Friday afternoon. 

• Plant Sale Opening for registrants 6:00pm, Friday 
night 

• Saturday morning – 

 Guild & Cryptanthus Show Judging 

 BSI Board of Directors Meeting 

• Banquet and Rare Plant Auction Saturday night 

December 2 ... Christmas Party  
Texas Land and Cattle— 

NEW LOCATION: 12313 Katy Freeway 77079   
281-679-9900  
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It’s show time again.  In 
less than a week another 
annual show will have 
come and gone.  I hope all 
of you have selected lots of 

great plants and are busy getting them ready for the 
competition.   
 
A lot of hard work goes into staging and populating a 
Show with great plants.  Despite that, to me a well-
produced Show is the most enjoyable part of belong-
ing to BS/HI and BSI.  And that is not enjoyment de-
rived from landing one of my plants on the head ta-
ble.  It’s the pleasure and reaffirmation which comes 
from seeing all the well grown plants and mingling 
with other Bromeliad fans. 
 
You are going to see some plants you have never 
seen before – or to put that more accurately -you are 
going to see some plant names you have not seen in 
a Show before.  If you have been following any of the 
taxonomic changes coming at us of late, you are 
probably beginning to realize we are going to have to 
learn a whole new language in the Bromeliad world.  
Some changes seem to make sense as there is very 

little to differentiate many Tillandsias and Vrieseas.   
 
Many years ago, when we were in Judges School 
together, Gary Gallick advocated the use of DNA 
analysis to identify the members of the various gene-
ra.  Reclassification of Bromeliads has taken place 
over decades, if not centuries.   
 
Now we have a basis for reassigning and creating 
genera based on scientific criteria.  It is going to be a 
daunting task to relearn all we have assimilated over 
the years, but I will take some comfort from the order 
which will result from this ongoing task.  At least until 
the next big scientific advance and the possibility of 
going ever deeper into the structure of our favorite 
plants.   

You can take some comfort in the fact that we still 
have the option of entering plants in our 2017 Show 
under the old names.  I will be using the old names 
since I have not digested the new taxons.  I will keep 
growing my favorites and someday the tags will all 
be changed.  I hope you can forgive us if we occa-
sionally use the outdated names during this exciting 
time. 

. 

         May Birthdays 
 Midge Gorman  5/08 
 Jane Littell  5/13 
 Ruby H.  Adams  5/15 
 Cynthia Johnson 5/18 
 Linda Thomas        5/26 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

Linda Thomas 
3239 Loche Lane 
Houston, TX  77019 
713-503-2130 
 
 

Derek and Theresa Sandberg 
14 Carlyle Place 
The Woodlands, TX 77382 
281-364-8212 
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Merriam-Webster dictionary defines horticulture as the 
science and art of growing fruits, vegetables, flowers, or 
ornamental plants.  Well Bromeliads are ornamental 
plants; most of you grow them so the definition appears 
to fit the situation.  Congratulations, you are now officially 
a horticulturalist.  Looks like the dictionary finally got one 
correct.  Well, more or less.  Our only problem is that the 
Bromeliad Society International defines horticulture a bit 
differently when it comes to entering plants in a standard 
show. 
 
If you plan on entering the show later this month, you 
might need to tweak the definition a bit.  The part about 
growing plants is absolutely correct, but we need to dig a 
bit deeper.  If you want to enter a plant in Category I:  
Horticulture, we need to add a few stipulations.   First, it 
must be an entire plant (rule 18).  You are not allowed to 
slice and dice your plant. (You can enter a part of a plant 
if it is part of an artistic arrangement, but that is Category 
II.)  Second, in divisions I-V the plant must be growing in 
a pot.  Now that doesn’t mean just any old pot.  There 
are restrictions as to size, color, composition, and sur-
face.  For more detail please refer to rule 20 of this year’s 
show schedule.  (See, this is a sneaky way to get some 
of you to read your show schedule.) 

 
If you want to enter division VI of Category I:  Horticulture 
the definition of horticulture changes just a bit more.  It 
still has to be a whole plant, but now it must be growing 
on or growing in something that is not what most people 
would think of as a traditional pot.  It might be growing on 
a stick, or on a piece of lava rock.  It might be growing in 
a hanging basket, or in a piece of hollow tree fern trunk.  
It can even be growing on a piece of monofilament fish-
ing line.  Notice that it stipulates that it must be growing 
there.  If it is mounted there must usually be indication of 
attachment.  It needs to have roots and be hanging on 
for dear life, unless it is one of those rare Tillandsias that 
never bothers to put out roots.  We try to avoid catch-22 
situations.  If it is in a hanging basket or similar recepta-
cle, it must be growing there.    
 
For further clarification on what constitutes horticulture in 
a show, refer to rules 18-22 of your show schedule. 
 

 WHIPKEY’S WORD 

   Showing Bromeliads  —  Noreen Tolman 

Our annual BSI Standard show is a major part of the 
Bromeliad Society Houston.  One might think that it is 
only for the most experienced members to show off, but 
this couldn't be further from the truth.    
 
When I first joined the BSH, I was extremely eager to 
have a nice large collection of bromeliads.  As the first 
show drew near I was encouraged to volunteer in some 
capacity, which I reluctantly did, after all I was just a nov-
ice.  It was then that I realized that shows were so much 
more than a competition of the most experienced and 
successful growers…rather an excellent learning oppor-
tunity.  As a new member eager to learn I saw plants I 
didn't even know were considered bromeliads, many that 
I'd never seen or heard of.  At that point, I didn't care if 
the plant got a red ribbon or high blue, I was just mes-
merized by the diversity.  This diversity was due to mem-
bers entering plants to have an interesting show, not just 
compete. I must have asked a million questions and tak-
en countless photos. 
 
 Indeed, plant shows are a competition, but much more 
importantly…an educational opportunity on so many lev-
els.... introducing and sharing our passion for bromeliads 
with the public. Sharing and comparing growing tips and 
different genera with the novice grower to the more ad-
vanced.  

 
Unfortunately, I didn't have the courage to enter a plant 
for several years.   Not having a greenhouse, I figured 
my plants were already doomed.  I learned there is no 
such thing as a flawless plant, in a greenhouse or not, 
nature makes sure of that.  Furthermore, the most valua-
ble lesson.... entering a show is in itself the best way to 
learn how to grow better bromeliads!!!   Getting a red 
ribbon teaches you what to do differently next time.... 
plus even the best growers get reds now and then.... 
sometimes knowingly entering a less than perfect plant 
to promote show diversity and interest. And even the 
most experienced growers still have nature to deal 
with.  There is always more to learn and new plants one 
hasn't seen or grown...no matter how experienced one 
is. 
 
Participating in a show, whether to attend, volunteer, or 
enter a plant.... is a wonderful way to learn more about 
these wonderful bromeliads, our fellow members, as well 
as bringing our Society closer together.  I truly believe 
that the show is one of the most important, if not the 
most important, event for our Society.  Hopefully you will 
consider volunteering and entering the show.  On top of 
it all, it's great fun! 
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Richtmyer’s Review—May 2017 
source: Erik Gouda and Derek Butcher         

‘Taxon List' on BSI Website 

The attached list is a summary of some name changes 
which have taken place over the past several years. 
Many of them we are familiar with. However, in review-
ing the current Gouda and Butcher 'Taxon List' located 
on the bsi.org website two new genera have shown up. 
They are Wittmackia and Waltillia. 
  
Julian Aguirre-Santoro in his paper published in "Plant 
Systematics and Evolution' March 2017 have re-
aligned 26 species into Ronnbergia and 44 species 
into the resurrected genus Wittmackia. These renamed 
species have come from existing species in the genera 
Aechmea, Hohenbergia and Ronnbergia. 

 Further details and a listing of the re-aligned species 
can be found in 'Encyclopedia of Bromeliads' - flo-
rapix.nl. You will find several familiar plants many of us 
have in our collections which will require a change of 
plant tag labels.  
  
Elton M. C. Leme,; H. Halbritter and M. H. J. Barfuss 
published in 'Phytotaxa' 229(1): 1-35 (2017). 
They created a new genus in Tillandsioideae consist-
ing of one species named Waltillia hatschbachii. This 
genus "arises from a rediscovered, allegedly extinct 
species from Brazil". 

 
OLD NAME NEW NAME 

Aechmea beeriana Aechmea vallerandii 

Aechmea chlorophylla Aechmea lamarcheii 

Aechmea guaratubensis Aechmea recurvata var. ortgiesii 

Aechmea stelligera Aechmea constantinii 

Billbergia domingosmartinsis Billbergia vittata 

Billbergia elegans Billbergia speciosa 

Billbergia kuhlmannii Billbergia brasiliensis 

Billbergia saundersii Billbergia saundersiana 

Billbergia velascana Billbergia brasiliensis 

Canistrum leopardinum Wittrockia gigantea 

Canistrum lindenii Edmundoa lindenii 

Cryptanthus bromelioides var. tricolor Cryptanthus osirus 

Cryptanthus fosterianus Cryptanthus zonatus 

Deuterocohnia lorentziana Deuterocohnia abstrusa 

Hechtia macdougallii Hechtia rosea 

Hechtia scariosa Hechtia texensis 

Neoregelia hatschbachii Neoregelia bahiana 

Neoregelia Pabstiana Neoregelia bahiana 

Ronnbergia brasiliensis Aechmea subintegerima 

Tillandsia bryoides Tillandsia tricholepis 

 xcryptbergia (all species)  xBiltanthus 

Abromeitiella (all species) Deuterocohnia 

Orthophytum (all sessile bloomers) Sincoraea 

Pepinia (all species) Pitcairnia  

Streptocalyx (all species) Aechmea 
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Recap of the ABCs 
  

  

Clockwise  From Upper Left 
Carole   
 
Carole, Midge, Elizabeth, Kathy 
 
Midge 
 
David 

        Theresa & 
Derek 
 
Noreen,  
Tommy &  
Malcolm 
 
Shirl, Gordon, 
John, Cherie 
 
Billie 
 
Rick 
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May 19—21  

at Mercer Arboretum 
45th ANNUAL  
BS/HI SHOW: 

Brilliant Bromeliads 
 
 

Cryptanthus Crystal Jackson—Earth Star Designs 

 
Reminders/Updates… 

Please Read and Respond 
The BS/HI 45th Annual Show, "Brilliant Bromeliads" is 
scheduled for May 19 through 21, 2017 at Mercer Arbore-
tum and Botanic Gardens.   
 
If you can help, please sign the appropriate sheet(s), indi-
cate the time you will be available and the work area you 
prefer or if you have no preference, "anywhere".   
 
If you cannot help, please sign a Friday sheet and indicate 
that you will not be available.  Otherwise I will have to con-
tact you.  Please remember that shows and sales are a lot 
of work. 
 

 
Hopefully all of our members will donate at least a few 
hours of their time.  If you are new to shows and sales, we 
will be happy to help you find a suitable task.   
 
The most important part of a successful bromeliad show is 
the entries.  Please enter as many as possible.  I believe 
the April meeting will be devoted to teaching us how to 
choose and prepare plants for showing.  - Charlien Rose 
Charlien will bring hard copies of the Show Schedule 
to the May meeting  
******************************************************************* 
 
If someone has donations for the auction, please notify  - 
Cherie Lee 
 
******************************************************************* 
 
If you have not yet signed up on the food donation sheets 

being circulated , please e-mail me (vernast@yahoo.com) 

what your contribution of food will be for the Show and Sale 

- May 19-21.  Please, everyone, keep in mind we do not 

have a stove or oven available at Mercer -- only a small 

microwave.  Please plan your food accordingly (already 

cooked, crock pot for keeping hot, etc.)  Many thanks from 

the Hospitality Committee.  Verna Powers 

Our June Program and Speakers: 

South African Images 
              Dick and Phyllis McEuen 
 
 

 
The oil industry took Dick and Phyllis to Midland, TX where 
their love of succulents and the desert blossomed.  Dick 
had previously lived in the New Orleans area and had al-
ready developed an affection for bromeliads.  Being in 
Houston with the cactus and bromeliad societies helped 
bring their two plant interests together.   
 
Today, cacti, succulents, dyckias, and hechtias live side-by
-side at their home.  Retirement has given them the oppor-
tunity to travel to see plants in habitat.  They also enjoy 
visiting other diverse locales such as Jordan, Easter Is-
land, and Antarctica. 
 
South African Images 
This presentation shows various national parks and botani-
cal gardens in South Africa.  Besides historical and geolog-
ical points of interest, it includes springtime vistas of wild-
flowers in full bloom  
 
Dick and Phyllis were active members of BS/HI and it will 
be a pleasure to visit with them again.  Welcome!! 
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Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 
www.tgcfernsoc.org 

Regular meeting third Sunday of month 
at 2:00 P.M. 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be May 21, 2017 

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 P.M. 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8
th
 St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933 

 
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and 
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

  

REFRESHMENTS:   
A-M 

 
 
 

 
Everyone should contribute when it is their 
turn.  Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is 
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and 
last name begins with N thru Z group).   
 
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with 
the appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items 
at the close of the meeting!    
 
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members 
appreciate your help.   

 

March Raffle—$87 
Thank you all for your patience.  Here are 
the raffle updates. 

 

DONORS WINNERS 

Ruby H. Adams Billie Emanuel 

Sam Chism Elizabeth Fisher 

Troy Merchant Donald J. Green 

John Schmidt Vicky Gurka 

  Fred Haase 

  Cherie Lee 

  Troy Merchant 

  Shirl Nadeau 

  Steve Reynolds 

  Don Whited 

  

    If you have not yet signed up on the food 
donation sheets being circulated at the BSH 

meetings, please e-mail me 

(vernast@yahoo.com)  

what your contribution of food will be for the 
Show and Sale - May 19-21.     

Verna Powers 

 

  

http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net
mailto:vernast@yahoo.com
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public 
charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific goals 
of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current year. 

 
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for 
more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or e-
mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly 
meetings.  Articles and any other information pertinent to 
bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may be reprinted with 
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publi-
cation to: 
 

 Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 

Houston, TX 77068 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
President   Don Green  
   1226 Fountain View 
   Houston, TX 77057 
   713-252-9879 
   greensarkisian@att.net 
Vice President   Cherie Lee 
Secretary   Charlien Rose 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      David Whipkey 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/17   12/31/18                   12/31/19 
Jan Garver        Ruby Adams           Mary Cinotto 
Rick Richtmyer        John Schmidt          John Edmonson
                            
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor Mary Cinotto 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman     Allyn Pearlman 
 Members: Phil Speer, Lynn Friedman,  
      Ken Gardner 
       3. Programs Chairman Cherie Lee 

Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  
David Whipkey/Don Green 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  None 
       2. Bromeliad Culture TBD   
       3. Holiday Party  Allyn Pearlman 
       4. Garden Tours  John Schmidt 
       5.    Historian   David Whipkey 
 Vice Chairman  Jimmy Woolsey 
       6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
 Members:    Daryl Page 
                                                          Gordon Stowe 
       7. LibrarianRuby H. Adams 
       8. Membership Allyn Pearlman 
       9. Raffle Plants Cherie and Frank Lee, 
    Wray Page 
      10. Seedlings Provided by Jimmy Woolsey 
      11. Show & Tell John Schmidt assisted by 
   Wray Page and  Rick Richtmyer 
      12. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar Ken Gardner, 
                      Noreen Tolman, Midge Gorman 
      13. Courtesy Midge Gorman 
      14. Webmaster Joy Reynolds 

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild   Charlien Rose, Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Steve Reynolds,  
                                                          Rick Richtmyer 
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Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 
Houston, TX 77068 

FIRST CLASS 


