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UPCOMING EVENTS:
August 26, 2017 ...BSI Judges Symposium
• 7:45 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.
• Attendance required for all Central District
Accredited Judges.
• Student and Master Judges are invited.
• Clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend

August 27, 2017...Student Judges School V
• 7:45 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.
• Clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend

October 20, 21, 22…

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, July 18, 7:00 P.M.
Location: Cockrell Butterfly Center
One Hermann Circle Drive 77030
Please Use Parking Garage
(See further details on Page 3)
PROGRAM SPEAKER:

Nancy Greig

PROGRAM TITLE: Cockrell Butterfly Center
MEETING AGENDA:
• Meet at the McDonalds inside the museum
• Brief meeting before the tour
• Tour the butterfly center

AUGUST PROGRAM:

Mosquito Control

NEXT BOARD MEETING: July 20, 2017
Time: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
DEADLINE FOR AUGUST BULLETIN: 8/5/17

Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and
Biannual International Cryptanthus Show
Crown Plaza Addison, Dallas, TX

Hosted by the Greater Dallas, Ft. Worth Bromeliad
Society
• Hotel rates - $99/night/free parking
• Registration is $85.00.
• Plant entry for the two Shows and Plant Sale are
late Friday morning and Friday afternoon.
• Plant Sale Opening for registrants 6:00pm, Friday
night
• Saturday morning –
 Guild & Cryptanthus Show Judging
 BSI Board of Directors Meeting
• Banquet and Rare Plant Auction Saturday night
--Plant storage available Thursday and Sunday night

December 2 ... Christmas Party

Texas Land and Cattle—
NEW LOCATION: 12313 Katy Freeway 77079
281-679-9900

May 29 to June 3, 2018
2018 World Bromeliad Conference
Paradise Point Resort
San Diego, California
Registration is $390 March 1, 2017 -- May 1, 2018.
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thriving with great color and growth. Aechmea recurvatas,
Dyckias and Bilbergias are all pupping like crazy now. I
like purple plants and I have some very deep purple
Aechmeas in my collection right now. Would anyone else
experiencing a bumper crop of Broms be interested in organizing another Bromeliad planting for our July hosts at
the Houston Museum of Science Cockrell Butterfly Center.
We have planted Bromeliads there several times over the
years. Bromeliads are not going to be the primary food
source for the butterflies but they can be a colorful addition to the Butterfly Center and may stimulate some interest in Bromeliads among the visitors to the Center. After
all, your friends will only take so many pups off your
hands.

This time of the year makes it
more difficult for me to take
adequate care of my Bromeliads. I can find any number of
excuses why I can’t water
everything adequately when
needed. I have found that if I
take on the back patio, the
front courtyard and the balcony on different days I can take
care of the plants needs on at
least a minimal level. Repotting is almost out of the question in the heat and humidity Be careful in the heat and humidity. We have all learned
we have been experiencing. I’m experimenting with grow- to do those outside chores in manageable tasks over time.
ing in different conditions and I’m going to have to keep an
eagle eye out for plants getting too much sun. I have
found that some of my favorite and most beautiful Neos
(Grant Groves’ hybrids especially) can turn from developing great color to a sunburned mess-seemingly in a few
hours.
I don’t know whether the long winter sleep built up an intense urge to grow, but my plants are looking better than
in most years past. My Cryptanthus, in particular, are

July Birthdays
Dave Schneider
Maylon Lemar Adams
Allyn Pearlman
Aaron Davila
Mary Cinotto

7/01
7/07
7/12
7/23
7/25

Editor’s Note:
Thank you to our Vice President, Cherie Lee
for setting up the butterfly visit. Can’t wait...It’s
been over 17 years since we last visited and
we’re looking forward to an informative and fun
evening at the Houston Museum of Science’s
Butterfly house.
Also, special thanks too to Charlie Birdsong
for his talk and presentation about his recent
visit to the Land Down Under. What amazing
plants and wonderful people he got to visit.
The year is half over and we’ve had a good
time. Great speakers, fun events and more to
come.

Sonoma
For those who attended the June
2017 meeting, they got to meet Allyn
Pearlman’s new helper. Here she is
in “Her” office taking a break from
work.
She may not be a bromeliad, but
she assisted with bromeliad sales
and for that, she deserves a space
to say hello.

Cheers,
Mary
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JULY’S SPEAKER: NANCY GREIG
At
Cockrell Butterfly Center
Nancy Greig grew up in Calgary, Alberta, Canada where she suffered greatly from the lack of biodiversity and the long cold winters. As soon as she
could she moved south, and after a couple of years living in Mexico, ended
up at the University of Texas in Austin. There she first earned a degree in
linguistics and several years later, a Ph.D. in tropical plant ecology. Her experience in the tropical rainforests of Costa Rica, and subsequent travels to
other tropical areas, inspired her continuing love of plants and the insects
that eat them.
She has lived in Houston working as the director of the Cockrell Butterfly
Center at the Houston Museum of Natural Science since 1994. Nancy recently retired but continues to remain involved with the Butterfly Center.
INFORMATION ABOUT THE MEETING
Our July 18th meeting will be a tour lead by Nancy Greig of the Cockrell Butterfly Center located at the Natural Museum of Science.
•
•
•
•

Please meet in the museum lobby by the McDonalds at 7 PM.
We will have a short meeting before proceeding to the Butterfly Center.
There will be no Show and Tell, Raffle, or refreshments so please plan accordingly. Since the museum
closes at 6 PM, McDonalds will also be closed.
There is no charge for the tour.

The Parking Garage on the east side of the museum off Caroline Street is supposed to be open and free. If for
some reason it is not, parking is available on the street or in the parking lot southwest across Hermann Park Drive
or in the parking lot east off Hermann Drive.
Please enter the museum lobby through the main entrance off Caroline Street. Should there be a change in this,
someone will be there to direct you to the entrance on the south side by the Butterfly Center.
Hope you will all make it.
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WHIPKEY’S WORD
ROOT

The word for July is root. I did a quick check on the
website www.dictionary.com and found about 46 definitions for root. Let your mind run free and see how many
you can think of. Some definitions were when root was
used as a noun, and others when used as a verb. In any
case that was 46 more definitions than A Bromeliad
Glossary published by the BSI had. Oddly, most Bromeliad books do not bother to define root. David Benzing in
his book The Biology of the Bromeliads also fails to include the term root in his index. He does however spend
several pages in the text talking about roots.

serve the root system. Most likely the majority of the
roots will be hard and wiry instead of soft and plump.
See, anchors, not feeders. Bromeliad roots are a little
strange in several other ways. First of all, Dr. Benzing
states that all bromeliad roots are adventitious as they
arise from the stem rather than from a single tap root.
Think about a carrot, a fluffy green top and a big orange
tap root with a bunch of little feeder roots branching off.
Now think about a Neoregelia, a thick stem with a bunch
of roots growing from it. Big difference!

Take a few minutes and consider the Tillandsia. In many
cases they are true epiphytes. The plants that have a
dense coating of trichomes and thick succulent stems
seldom develop much in the way of a root system. If
Root (noun): a plant structure that serves to an- they do, in most cases it consists of hard wiry ‘holdfast’
chor a plant, it typically stores food, and absorbs roots. At first glance, they look like wires with little sticky
water and dissolved minerals which it conducts
ends. They skipped that whole absorption of water and
to the rest of the plant.
minerals stage and immediately grew a hard outer covering. The tiny root tip grows into the crevices of the supRoot (verb): to become fixed or established,
porting material eventually welding the root to the supusually by growing roots.
port. Some genera are “switch hitters”; Aechmea and
Neoregelia come to mind, they produce traditional roots
Sounds about right, however we might need just a little
when potted and holdfast roots when mounted. Other
clarification. Most plant roots are functional for 1-2
genera like Cryptanthus and Dyckia that are true terresyears. After a period of time the outer surface of the root trials never producing holdfast roots. If you mount them,
hardens, and it stops absorbing water and dissolved min- they die.
erals. At this point, the root serves as little more than an
anchor. One of these days un-pot a plant that has been One final fact to add to the confusion, radix is a synonym
growing in the same medium for several years and obfor root.
In a Bromeliad sort of a way, I would define root as follows:

WHAT’S BLOOMING

Canistropsis billbergioides
‘Citron’
Aechmea bracteata
Caribbean form

xSincoregelia
'Galactic Warrior'

Aechmea nudicaulis
JMA 85

Orthophytum 'Starlights'
Tillandsia 'Oeseriana'

Tillandsia capitata yellow
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June Raffle—$55
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting third Sunday of month
at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be July 16, 2017

DONORS

WINNERS

Richard & Joan Beaubouef

Billie Emanuel

Chris Nguyen

Betty Garrison

Wray & Daryl Page

Vickey Gurka

David & Linda Whipkey

Troy Merchant
Don Whited

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be August 3, 2017

REFRESHMENTS:
NONE FOR THE JULY MEETING

Bromeliad Banquet — Earth Star Designs

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

Officers and Chairmen

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

President

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Cherie Lee
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/17
12/31/18
12/31/19
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Mary Cinotto
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt
John Edmonson
I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Bulletin Editor
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Members:

Allyn Pearlman
Mary Cinotto
Allyn Pearlman
Phil Speer,
Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBD
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10 Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted
by Wray Page and
Rick Richtmyer
11. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman,
Midge Gorman
12. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
13. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Charlien Rose,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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