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UPCOMING EVENTS:
September 23 and 30, from 9 A.M. to 5 P.M.
Sam’s Sale (see Page 4)

September 30, 2017 ...BSI Judges Symposium
• 7:45 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.
• Attendance required for all Central District
Accredited Judges; Student and Master Judges are
invited.
• Clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend

October 1, 2017...Student Judges School V
•
•
Neoregelia ‘Shiggi’ - Earth Star Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, September 19, 7:30
P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKER: Bruce Holst, Director of
Botany, Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
PROGRAM TITLE: Update on Bromeliad
Activities at Selby Botanical Gardens
MEETING AGENDA:
• Greetings/Call to Order/Member Plant
Sale
• Show and Tell
• Meeting
• Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
• Program
• Adjourn
• Raffle
OCTOBER PROGRAM: Dennis Cathcart,
Owner and Operator of Tropiflora
“Bromeliads from the Wilderness to Greenhouse to Your House”
NEXT BOARD MEETING: November 16, 2017
Time: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

7:45 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.
Clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend

October 20, 21, 22…

Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and
Biannual International Cryptanthus Show
Crown Plaza Addison, TX

Hosted by the Greater Dallas, Ft. Worth Bromeliad
Society
• Hotel rates - $99/night/free parking
• Registration is $85.00.
• Plant entry for the two Shows and Plant Sale are
late Friday morning and Friday afternoon.
• Plant Sale Opening for registrants 6:00pm, Friday
night
• Saturday morning –
 Guild & Cryptanthus Show Judging
 BSI Board of Directors Meeting
• Banquet and Rare Plant Auction Saturday night
--Plant storage available Thursday and Sunday night

December 2 ... Christmas Party

Texas Land and Cattle—
NEW LOCATION: 12313 Katy Freeway 77079
281-679-9900

May 29 to June 3, 2018
2018 World Bromeliad Conference
Paradise Point Resort
San Diego, California

September is the month the Nominations Committee reports their slate of candidates for Officers and Directors to
the membership. Biographies of the candidates will be
published in the October Bulletin. All Officers and 2 DirecWe are thankful that few of tors will be elected at the Annual Business Meeting in Ocour members experienced tober.
damage from Harvey. There
were, however, friends and I hope most of you are planning to attend the Southwest
neighbors who were driven Bromeliad Guild Show and Sale/International Cryptanthus
out of their homes by rising Society Show in Addison, Texas October 20, 21 and 22.
water - some not for the first We need lots of plants for the Shows, plants for the sale
time! I cannot conceive such tables and lots of registrants for all the fellowship, fun and
loss and all that accompanies food these meetings always provide. If you are donating
it. Our thoughts and prayers items to the Auction following the Banquet, please let Rev.
are with you as you start your recovery from this disaster. Dave Schneider know what you are donating as he will
Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help prepare a listing of the auction items. You can email him
you in your recovery.
at schndav45@icloud.com.
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Although I occasionally immerse a plant which needs a
quick boost in hydration, days of immersion in liquid of
unknown chemical composition cannot be good for Bromeliads or any other plants. Plants may also be lost-not
from flooding, but when watering is prevented by lack of
access. Some may have voids in their collection after the
effects of Harvey are fully realized. Any surplus plants
which you could offer to fill these voids would, I’m sure, be
much appreciated.

Both SWBG and The Cryptanthus Society need donations
for the auction. If you attended our previous SWBG Show
in Addison, you will recall how Addison is chock-full of restaurants with something to meet everyone’s taste and
budget.

SEPTEMBER’S SPEAKER: Bruce Holst
Update on Bromeliad Activities at Selby Gardens
Bruce K. Holst Bruce Holst is the Director of Botany, at Marie Selby
Botanical Gardens. He has studied plants of the American tropics for over 30 years and has participated on
more than 20 international expeditions, most recently
to Belize, Costa Rica, and Venezuela to conduct botanical inventories. He has participated in Conservation International's Rapid Assessment Program and
served in the Peace Corps in Honduras. He currently
edits Selby Gardens' research journal, Selbyana, and
was editor of the Journal of the Bromeliad Society.
Some of his work in the past decade has involved both
basic floristic inventories in SW Florida and applied
conservation work in Miami-Dade County and Everglades National Park.

Bruce Holst, second from right, and members of an expedition to the mangrove forests of Bacalar Chico Marine Preserve, Ambergris Key, Belize.

Bruce will be presenting an "Update on Bromeliad Activities at Selby
Gardens: Florida and Belize". He will be sharing images and stories
about recent work to study and help conserve the native bromeliads of
Florida, and discuss ongoing exploratory work in Belize.
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Editor Update:
Many thanks to our August speaker, Rebecca Riley for her informative talk on mosquitos. And, as this devastation has
produced many water holding spots at our homes and surrounding areas, there are some facts we need to know. Mosquito eggs (that we don’t see) can lie dormant for up to five years. This means that anything holding water must be
scrubbed clean to rid the surface of the eggs. Many of us had always thought a decent rinse would do the trick, but that
is not the case. In addition, while the females are the gender that attack us, the males can do a good deal of damage to
plants. The males get the plant juices.
A bit of good news—not all female mosquito species bite for blood. And, mosquito dunks and mosquito bits can be purchased in most hardware stores now. The bits are nice for small saucers as we use for many bromeliads.
Rebecca provided some handouts and furnished more information—HCPH Mosquito and Vector Control can be reached
at www.hcphtx.org/mc and by phone at 713-440-4800,

SEPTEMBER Birthdays
Tommy Emanuel
John Schmidt
Clint Martin
Kathy Stahl
Phil Speer
Noreen Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Alan Raymond
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
Jimmy Woolsey
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page

October Birthdays
Ed Doherty
John Edmonson
Frank Lee
Linda Whipkey
Wray Page
Don Whited
Margo Racca
Rick Richtmyer
Marsha Krumrey
Marth Burg
Daniel Wolf

9/03
9/05
9/08
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/20
9/21
9/22

10/03
10/03
10/05
10/06
10/14
10/19
10/23
10/24
10/29
10/29
10/30
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WHIPKEY’S
WORDS
Catastrophe/
Resilience
Catastrophe comes from the Greek word katastréphein
meaning "overturn." Checking many dictionaries (sorry
copyright police, I didn’t keep track of them) I found the
following definitions:
•
•
•
•

sudden great damage or suffering
a sudden and large-scale alteration in the state of
something
a violent usually destructive natural event
An event causing great and usually sudden damage or
suffering

What has impressed me is the resilience of the victims.
When I looked up resilience I found the following definitions:
•
•
•

the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties
the ability to recover from or adjust easily to misfortune
or change
ability to recover readily from adversity

The victims of hurricane Harvey are tough. They will work
together to repair their homes, replace their cars, clean up
I will leave it up to you to pick the appropriate definition. I
their yards, and rebuild their plant collections. It will take
think all of them apply to the events that happened on the
time. I believe that our club members, and all the others
Texas Gulf Coast. From Rockport/Fulton and Corpus
affected will persevere. They will not just restore; they will
Christie, north to the Houston Metropolitan Area, east to
improve. It will be neighbor helping neighbor and friend
the Golden Triangle, and all the communities in between,
helping friend in a spirit of cooperation. As Wavy Gravy
August 25, 2017 and the following days will always be resaid at Woodstock: “There is always a little bit of heaven in
membered. Depending on where you were, there was
a disaster area.” Our little bit of heaven might well be our
wind, rain, and flooding. Houses were damaged, plants
shared sense of cooperation and achievement. As a sociewere drowned, and lives were disrupted.
ty of bromeliad lovers, working together we can make
The catastrophe is not yet over. The financial and emotion- things greater than before.
al effects will be felt for months if not years to come.

A Note from Jay Thurrott, Immediate Past President of BSI

Hello Mary,
You've been so kind to include me on your list for receiving your newsletter for years now. I wanted you to know that I
really appreciate it and the wonderful quality that shows in each issue. Yours is also the only email address that I can
find for folks in the Houston area. The terrible flooding has been in the news each night and I hope that you have been
outside of the area so badly affected.
Please give my regards to those in the Houston club and be sure to have them contact me if there is ever anything that I
can do to help out.
Very best regards,
Jay Thurrott

Sam’s Sale
I’m having a big bromeliad and tropical plant sale, from decades of collecting, at my house in Clear Lake City. In addition to bromeliads, I'll have gingers, heliconias (hardy), bananas (Dwarf Cavendish), orchids, crinums (small white and
huge purple leafed), seedlings of a small tabebuia (yellow) tree, seedlings of a bauhinia acuminata (white), several bauhinia purpurea variegata (spectacular bloomer and fast grower), an Australian bottle tree, wild guinep trees from seeds
collected in Jamaica, a Mahoe hibiscus, etc.....oh yes, and bamboos (black and the common variegated one that I can't
think of right now!) I also have a variegated Buddha's Belly which I can divide. Finally, I have some palms seedlings
and other misc plants from years of collecting. Last and not least I have some cycad seedlings of note: Ceratozamia
latifolia and an encephalartos ferox, and others.
The sales will be two consecutive Saturdays: Sept. 23 and 30, from 9 AM to 5 PM.
Go south on 45, get off at El Dorado (mile marker 28), take a left and go about 1 1/4 miles, crossing over RR
tracks and taking the first street to the right, La Cabana, the next left onto Beachcomber, then finally the next
left onto Rill Lane. Our house is the second on the right, a white brick Spanish. Look for signs!
----------Thanks,
Sam Chism
Home Phone (call if you need help) 281-488-3398
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Raffle Results for August— $64

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be September 17, 2017

REFRESHMENTS:
L-Z

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be October 5, 2017
October’s Show: Registering for a sales table or
Donating plants to the Rare Plants Auction :

Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and
last name begins with N thru Z group).
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with
the appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items
at the close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members
appreciate your help.

If you are interested in a vendor table, the rates will be the
same as last time ($100 per table flat fee or 25% of sales).
Please contact Treasurer Kathy Gerkin at 9030 Stone
Creek Place, Dallas, TX 75243 (214-893-6528 - email:
<gerken@picklepark. com) as soon as possible.
If contributing to the Rare Plants Auction, please let David
Schneider know via email <schndav45@icloud.com> the
name of each plant, minimum bid requested if any, and
your name. He will be preparing a master list in advance for
each bidder. Please mail your plants on Thursday or Friday
the WEEK BEFORE the show to his home address below.
Or—if you are attending the Guild Show— bring the plants
with you, but be sure to let me know no later than October
12 which plants are going to be given to the auction.
David A. Schneider, Vice-President
1816 Prince Dr
Benbrook, TX 76126
817 475-8371

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

Officers and Chairmen

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

President

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Cherie Lee
Charlien Rose
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/17
12/31/18
12/31/19
Jan Garver
Ruby Adams
Mary Cinotto
Rick Richtmyer
John Schmidt
John Edmonson
I.

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Bulletin Editor
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Members:

Allyn Pearlman
Mary Cinotto
Allyn Pearlman
Phil Speer,
Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBD
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10 Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted
by Wray Page and
Rick Richtmyer
11. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman,
Midge Gorman
12. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
13. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Charlien Rose,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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