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UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 29 to June 3, 2018
2018 World Bromeliad Conference
Paradise Point Resort
San Diego, California

Registration rate has been reduced
to $290.00!
If you paid at the $350 registration rate, you will
be able to apply your refund of $60 to the purchase of tickets on the optional bus excursion
or have your refund processed through the BSI
treasurer.
Vreisia fosteriana - Earth Star Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 16, 2018
TIME: 7:30 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKERS: Adam Black - Director,
Horticulture at Peckerwood Gardens
PROGRAM TITLE: “The Extraordinary Plant
Collections at Peckerwood Garden”
MEETING AGENDA:
• Greetings/Call to Order/ NO Member Plant
Sale
• Remind folks dues are due
• Show and Tell
• Break/Refreshments/Buy raffle tickets
• Program
• Adjourn
• Raffle
FEBRUARY PROGRAM:
Details coming
NEXT BOARD MEETING: January 18, 2018
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
LOCATION: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

Bromeliad Society Houston’ web page for further
information: http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

We also need volunteers for the Committees which make
the Society run. Take a look at the Standing Committees
and Committees of the Board in your Bulletin. I would
really like to see most of our membership represented on
at least one committee this year. Many of our Committee
members have been serving in the same position for
years. Some would appreciate an opportunity to do
something different this year. Volunteering to serve on
one of the Committees could give them the opportunity to
We are starting a new BS/HI step aside knowing that the important work will continue.
th
year. This will be my 25 , so
I have been a member of the
As with our two day freeze last year, we are probably goSociety for half its life. Like
ing to see some Bromeliad damage from the cold we are
all the other years I’m lookth
ing forward to this one. We will celebrate the 50 Anni- presently enduring. All that cold without even a white
versary of our Society’s founding. We are not sure of how Christmas! Frankly, I wasn’t disappointed. I just hope
we will honor this Anniversary but our Officers and Board we don’t have a repeat of 2017’s most notable weather
of Directors will make it happen. The fact that Mercer event - the flooding following Hurricane Harvey. Maybe
Arboretum will not be restored from the massive flood hanging baskets are not a bad way to grow Bromeliads
damage might provide an opportunity to do something after all. However you grow, keep doing it and let’s all
special or at least different for our annual Show and Sale. have a wonderful Year 50 for BS/HI.
We are looking at available venues, but welcome your .
suggestions of places we might be able to stage a Show.
We also welcome your recommendations for activities
which the Society could schedule: invite the Society to
your greenhouse or garden, recommend a group outing to
places of interest to plant people, host a picnic, etc.

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE

January’s Speaker:
Adam Black
‘The Extraordinary Plant Collections at Peckerwood Garden’
Since January of 2016, Adam has served as director of horticulture at Peckerwood Garden in Hempstead, Texas working to transition the formerly private collection of valuable plants from Mexico and beyond into a public botanical garden
while continuing to promote a diverse and exciting landscape full of unique plants. A lifelong plant enthusiast, he served
as horticulturist for a number of years at Kanapaha Botanical Gardens in Gainesville, Florida and more recently managed the forest pathology and forest entomology laboratories at the University of Florida, while also co-owner of
Xenoflora LLC, a rare plant mail order nursery that introduced
many new plants to cultivation.
Located just outside of northwest Houston in Hempstead, Peckerwood Garden is internationally acclaimed for founder John
Fairey's amazing garden design utilizing distinctive plants from
around the world. Most notable are his wild collections from
northeastern Mexico, amassed over nearly 100 expeditions and
introduced to horticulture through the former Yucca Do Nursery
which he originally co-founded with Carl Schoenfeld. Various
microclimates and growing methods allow for a tremendous diversity of plants from both dry deserts and cool moist woodlands
to flourish in our challenging climate. Peckerwood Garden even
has a number of hardy bromeliads, including a few interesting
Hechtia species John introduced into cultivation from Mexico.
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HOLIDAY PARTY
And to all...A Good Night

Editor’s Note:
Holiday Party

Everyone seemed to have a good time and partied hearty at Los Tios. We had a very large room that was away from
the main venue and that worked out well. Was a lively auction with some of the plants being represented by name only
but that didn’t stop the enthusiasm. Some of the plants from the vendors didn’t arrive so folks
got ingenious and showed pictures from their phones. Great fun. And one thing can be said
of the Houston folks—we know how to improvise.
NOVEMBER MEETING
Lastly, thank you all for allowing me to present my creations at the meeting last month. Also,
thank you to those who adopted one of the Earth Star Designs. Hopefully you’ve had no problems finding suitable frames as the idea of the pastelbord is so that sizes are standard as well
as sturdy.
Cheers and Happy 2018. BS/HI Golden Anniverary!!!
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Sandberg’s Tillandsia Transcendence
The Sandbergs - Theresa and Derek have a passion for tillies and their garden abounds with these bromeliad beauties.
They have done many ingenious things to display them from Theresa' and Derek’s amazing pottery works (top row and
middle) to Derek’s spinners for hanging (bottom left), the iron sculpture( far left middle), to the wonderful rebar trees
(center and far right) they had made through The Arbor Gate in Tomball.
Many thanks to Derek and Theresa for allowing us to display of their wonderful talents.
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WHIPKEY’S WORD
Terrestrial

As promised, this month I am going to start discussing
some definitions related to where Bromeliads live. With
one exception, Bromeliads are native to the “New World”.
By the New World, I mean North America, Central America,
South America, and the islands of the Caribbean. They
can be found as far north as the United States, and as far
south as Uruguay. Their range is roughly from 35° North
latitude to 35° South latitude. Be it mountains, hills, tepuis,
valleys, plains, seashores, deserts, bogs, rain forests,
cloud forests, or most anything in between, you can find a
Bromeliad living there. The plant can be setting on a cactus in a high desert, nested in a tree in a rain forest, or sunning itself on a seashore. They can thrive under an incredibly wide variety of conditions.

What we probably should take away from these definitions
is that terrestrial plants grow in soil (be it full of humus,
rocky, sandy or even boggy). Other plants grow best out of
the soil. They grow on other plants or objects. Some
plants can do both. In ‘Garden club’ talk, a plant can be
terrestrial, epiphytic, or it can be either.

The word for this month is terrestrial. The word derives
from the Latin word terra which means earth.

Terrestrial plants want to be planted in a potting mix that
drains well but still holds some water. You don’t want to
plant most terrestrial plants in a soggy mix, but you also
don’t want to have to water them every day. The mix
should be slightly acidic (a pH in the range of 5.0 to 6.5).
Most of your ‘big box’ bagged potting mixes such as Miracle-Grow™, Pennington™, or Hyponex™ will probably
work just fine. If you tend to over water, add some bark
nuggets or small lava rock to give the soil a bit more aeration. You might try a few different mixes, and see which
one your plants like.

A Bromeliad Glossary defines terrestrial as: growing on
the ground and supported by soil as opposed to growing in
trees or water.
www.dictionary.cambridge.org/ defines terrestrial as: in
earth science – relating to the planet earth, or living or existing on the land rather than in the sea or air.

Some commonly grown terrestrial genera are Dyckia,
Deuterocohnia, Encholirium, Fosterella, Hechtia, Pitcairnia,
Puya, Cryptanthus, Ananas, Sincoraea, Bromelia, Orthophytum, and Portea. You can’t mount them on a tree
branch and expect them to live. These guys love the dirt.
Well not really dirt as in what you would find in a vegetable
garden but some type of potting mix.

january BIRTHDAYS
Martin Beaumont
Debbie Bragg
Lynn Friedman
Malcolm McCorquodale
Derek Sandberg
Betty Garrison
Nita Ankenbruck

1/2
1/10
1/16
1/17
1/19
1/19
1/22

february BIRTHDAYS
Vickey Gurka
Kenneth Gardner

2/18
2/28
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Pre-Conference Tour in Oaxaca-Chiapas, Mexico
A Testimony by Nancy Groves
of the San Diego Bromeliad Society

What better way to kick off the 2018 World
bromeliad conference than visiting bromeliads in nature? Join Jeff Chemnick from Mexico nature tours and our own Pamela KoideHyatt, a world-renowned tillandsia expert, in
a journey into the most amazing bromeliad
habitats of Mexico. The 14 days/ 13 nights
excursion starts in Oaxaca City ending in
Chiapas.
I can give you a testimonial: I went on this
tour last January, and I can testify that it was
one of the best plant tours I have ever been
on. Jeff surely knows every plant in Mexico
including cacti, succulents, cycads, orchids,
salvias, beaucarnea and many more! In addition, he knows all the short cuts, road stops, and eateries. And hey, this tour cost includes all expenses, including beers with dinner! He now also knows the bromeliads since he was schooled on the trip by Pam Hyatt who was the perfect person to have on this wonderful Tillandsia Eco Tour.

More amazing photos of past tours and details on
the SDBS website.
Contact Jeff for reservations at
jeffchemnick@cox.net or 805-705-3397.

Over the years, Pam has researched Tillandsias in this
region and between Pam’s bromeliad expertise and
Jeff’s knowledge of this entire area of Mexico and all its
plants, it was a wonderful experience
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NOVEMBER 2017
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE
$59
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be January 21, 2018

WINNERS

Ruby H. Adams

Elizabeth Fisher

Troy Merchant

Don Green

Kathy Stahl

Vickey Gurka

Wray & Daryl Page

Frank Lee

Jimmy and Joanne Woosley

Troy Merchant

REFRESHMENTS:
A to M

Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group,
and last name begins with N thru Z group).

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be February 1, 2018

Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with
the appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items
at the close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members appreciate your help.
MEMBER NEWS
Rita Beeler
97 year old Rita Beeler passed away Saturday night.
There will not be a funeral service for Rita but they will
schedule a remembrance at some point in the future
(probably 2 or 3 weeks from now).

Doug Tranhan and Inez Barras

Doug Trahan is in an alzheimer’s unit in Abbeville.
(Maison du Monde). He has been there since the early
spring. His godchild Craig Mire is taking good care of
him.
Doug and Lou Trahan were nationally known and respected: Lou for growing and showing beautiful plants,
judging skills and absolutely wonderful and creative artistic arrangements; Doug for his electrical, plumbing, construction skills and magnificent Cajun cooking at many
years of after show parties
I am recovering well but my mobility (legs) has been
compromised. I can walk with a walker and I am thankful
for that. God has a plan. You can call me if you wish.
My H phone is 337 856 6424. Cell is 337 519 3622.
Inez Barras

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

Officers and Chairmen

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

There are two classes of membership:

12/31/18
Ruby Adams
John Schmidt

Individual
Family

I.

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net
Cherie Lee
Linda Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey
Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/19
12/31/20
Mary Cinotto
Gordon Stowe
John Edmonson
Shirl Stowe

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Bulletin Editor
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Members:

Allyn Pearlman
Mary Cinotto
Allyn Pearlman
Phil Speer,
Lynn Friedman,
Ken Gardner
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
II.
Committees of the Board
1. Annual Show
None
2. Bromeliad Culture
TBD
3. Holiday Party
Allyn Pearlman
4. Garden Tours
John Schmidt
5. Historian
David Whipkey
Vice Chairman
Jimmy Woolsey
6. Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members:
Daryl Page
Gordon Stowe
7. Librarian
Ruby H. Adams
8. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
9. Raffle Plants
Cherie and Frank Lee,
Wray Page
10 Show & Tell
John Schmidt assisted
by Wray Page and
Rick Richtmyer
11. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman,
Midge Gorman
12. Courtesy
Midge Gorman
13. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Charlien Rose,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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