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MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
TIME:  7:30 P.M. 

Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019 
 
PROGRAM SPEAKERS:  Adam Black -  Director, 
Horticulture at Peckerwood Gardens 
 
PROGRAM TITLE:   “The Extraordinary Plant  
Collections at Peckerwood Garden”   
  
MEETING AGENDA: 
•    Social Time and Member Plant Sales 

•    President’s Welcome and Announcements 

•    Committee Reports 

•    Extra Plant Auction 

• Short Break for Refreshments/Plant Sales 

• Show and Tell 

• Guest Speaker 

• Adjournment 

• Plant Raffle  

 

MARCH PROGRAM:      
Michael Young—”Bromeliads in Fiber” 
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING:  March 22, 2018 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 
May 29 to June 3, 2018 

2018 World Bromeliad Conference 
Paradise Point Resort 
San Diego, California 

 

Registration rate has been reduced 
to $290.00! 

 
If you paid at the $350 registration rate, you will 
be able to apply your refund of $60 to the pur-
chase of tickets on the optional bus excursion 
or have your refund processed through the BSI 
treasurer. 

 
 
 

Bromeliad Society Houston’ web page for further 
information:  http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org  

September 14-16 
Southwest Guild Show  

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 
Just a quick note to let you know that the 
dates for the SWG Show will be  
September 14-16, 2018 in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana.  Mark the dates on your calendar 
and start making plans to attend.  More in-
formation will be forthcoming  

http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
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PRESIDENT’S 
PAGE 

Mother Nature has really 
made herself felt this year.  
Makes you long for last 
year’s 2-day winter.   
 
I spent a couple of hours 
today cutting frozen leaves 
off some of my plants.  Most 
have a small kernel of green 
near the soil line, so I have 
hopes that they will return.  
Probably just in time for an-
other freeze.   

 
Haven’t touched any Bromeliads yet.  They will make it 
clear later whether they have any life left in them.  I’m 
likely to have more damage to Bromeliads from all the 
trash in the cups than from the freeze.   
 
Our warm “winter” weather prior to our first freeze result-
ed in a lot of trees retaining their leaves.  Then they fell all 
at once. I have tried to uncover my Bromeliads during 
periods of warm weather so they have collected a lot of 
leaves in their cups-repeatedly.   
 
A couple of weeks ago I came out of the house to find the 
street looking like a lake with about 4 inches of water curb 
to curb.  A screen placed over the grate of a large area 
drain in the street had collected so many leaves the water 

couldn’t drain through.  My Bromeliads need a lot of leaf 
removal.  But they need foreign leaf removal to keep from 
having to remove their leaves because of debris rotting in 
the cup. Now I know that organic matter caught in the 
cups feed Bromeliads in the wild, but we don’t have tor-
rents of tropical rainfall flushing the debris out on a regu-
lar basis.  So, I empty cups, spray to remove as many 
leaves as possible and water again.  They need that at 
least once a week but don’t always get that attention. 
 
If you are tired of the cold and damp weather here, seems 
like a good time to make your reservation for WBC San 
Diego the end of May.  I can guarantee the temperatures 
will be much better than we are having here.  Just looking 
forward to that trip ought to make you feel better as soon 
as the reservations are made.  Residents there can put 
their Bromeliads in the ground and leave them there.   
 
I was blessed to be invited to attend a wonderful Celebra-
tion of Rita Beeler’s life with her large extended family, 
former neighbors, care providers and a few close friends.  
Warm remembrances and stories from the many stages 
of Rita’s life and the people who knew her at those stag-
es. 

Since January of 2016, Adam has served as director of horticulture at Peckerwood Garden in Hempstead, Texas work-
ing to transition the formerly private collection of valuable plants from Mexico and beyond into a public botanical garden 
while continuing to promote a diverse and exciting landscape full of unique plants. A lifelong plant enthusiast, he served 
as horticulturist for a number of years at Kanapaha Botanical Gardens in Gainesville, Florida and more recently man-
aged the forest pathology and forest entomology laboratories at the University of Florida, while also co-owner of 

Xenoflora LLC, a rare plant mail order nursery that introduced 
many new plants to cultivation.  
 
 
Located just outside of northwest Houston in Hempstead, Peck-
erwood Garden is internationally acclaimed for founder John 
Fairey's amazing garden design utilizing distinctive plants from 
around the world. Most notable are his wild collections from 
northeastern Mexico, amassed over nearly 100 expeditions and 
introduced to horticulture through the former Yucca Do Nursery 
which he originally co-founded with Carl Schoenfeld. Various 
microclimates and growing methods allow for a tremendous di-
versity of plants from both dry deserts and cool moist woodlands 
to flourish in our challenging climate. Peckerwood Garden even 
has a number of hardy bromeliads, including a few interesting 
Hechtia species John introduced into cultivation from Mexico.  

February’s Speaker: 
Adam Black 

‘The Extraordinary Plant Collections at Peckerwood Garden’ 
   

New Members: 
 
Timothy Precise   832-746-2252 tkprecise@gmail.com 
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Facts of Our History 

50 years…and still growing 

By Linda Whipkey 

To celebrate our society’s 50
th
 anniversary, we will be including facts about our Society’s history in the Bulletins. We 

hope to remind some members of the days gone by, and educate younger members of our rich history as a group of 
people dedicated to the education and enjoyment of our beloved bromeliads. This is our first installment. 
 

In early January 1968, six “garden friends” met and dis-
cussed their collections of bromeliads. This became the 
nucleus of a study group,   
They were:  

• Patrick Mitchell,  

• John Nedbalek,  

• Jean Thomas,  

• Buck Rodgers,  

• Bob Newman  

• Alice Newman.  
 
On February 20, 1968, at the Garden Center in Hermann 
Park, 20 interested people from the Houston area met to 
organize the society. At that time, chairmen were selected 
for a nominating committee, and a committee for the draft-
ing of a constitution and by-laws. 
 

The name, “Bromeliad Society of Houston” was adopted.  
Patrick Mitchell, still in the Houston area, was selected as 
temporary chairman of the society. A nominating chair, 
temporary secretary and hospitality chair were appointed 
until an election of officers was complete. 
 
At that first meeting bromeliads were brought for 
“discussion and enjoyment.” It is interesting to note that 
refreshments were served and “fellowship was enjoyed by 
all.” It is good that we follow in that tradition. 
 
In March, the first Bulletin was published.  

In May, the name of the society was changed to the Bro-
meliad Society – Houston.  

The Society was incorporated in 1976. 

Hello BS/HI.  And Happy Golden Anniversary. 

If you have any special plants, garden updates, or just 

some good stories about the past, please submit them for 

the newsletter to mary@edmonsonphoto.com.  

Everyone in the club has some fascinating plants and in-

teresting growing techniques.  John Schmidt loves to wa-

ter his plants so he uses a “soil” of cypress mulch.  Some 

folks don’t water as often and use a thicker mixture that 

works well for their plants.  And everyone has a technique 

for “feeding” their plants.  Your success stories are most 

welcome.   

Included in this newsletter is  

Recommended Reading  that 

was posted in the 2010 August 

newsletter regarding the topic of 

soil. 

 
Teaming with Microbes: The Organic 
Gardener's Guide to the Soil Food Web 

, Jeff Lowenfels & Wayne Lewis, Timber 

Press, 2006, ISBN-13:978-0-88192-777-1   
 

This is the most complete book on the market about bio-

logical or organic methods in horticulture.  It is written in a 

very easy to understand, non technical format with lots of 

pictures illustrating the latest research is soil science.  It is 

written for the average gardener and landscaper as an 

introduction that explains why organic methods work so 

well and how they help a person save time and money.   

 

The book is written in two parts. The first part is an easy to 

understand very basic presentation on the science of soil 

biology.  The second part takes the ideas and concepts on 

the Soil Food Web that were introduced in part one and 

applies them to solving problems in our yards and gar-

dens.  Subjects covered range from taking care of our soil, 

to compost and mulch choices. Also included is infor-

mation on compost teas to natural weed control.  Each 

plant group from lawns and turfgrass, to annuals and veg-

etables, to shrubs perennials and trees are covered. 

This book is Highly Recommended for all gardeners, 

landscapers or anyone taking care of a lawn or garden. 

 

The  book is available on Amazon and other sellers. 

 

Jeff also has a web site:  http://www.jefflowenfels.com/ 

 

Calling for submissions: 

50 years…and still growing - 
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Winter Doesn’t Stop ‘Em 

 
To us Houstonians, this has been one miserable winter.  Snow came here before it hit the north and then really blasting 
freezing weather for DAYS, in the teens for some of us.  It’s been no easy feat to keep Old Man Winter away from our 
darling bromeliads.  However, some of the cozier babies have managed to produce some blooms and we’ll share some 
of these determined bromeliads…    

Cryptanthus  “Fire and Ice” Cryptanthus  “Honeysuckle Rose” 

Cryptanthus “Jennifer” Cryptanthus “Peachy Keen” 

Cryptanthus “Snow Goose” 

Editor’s Notes: 
Please review the directory pages being circulated at the February meeting to ensure your infor-
mation is current and correct.  In addition, don’t forget dues for 2018 are needed at this time as 
well.    
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 As promised, this month I am continuing the discussion of 
some of the terms related to where Bromeliads live.  The 
word for this month is epiphyte.  The word derives from the 
Greek words epi meaning ‘upon’ or ‘in addition’ and phuton 
meaning ‘plant’. 
 
A Bromeliad Glossary defines epiphyte as:  An air-plant; a 
plant growing on another or on some object as a means of 
support only and deriving its needed moisture and nutri-
ments from the air.  It is not a parasite. 
 
www.dictionary.cambridge.org/  defines epiphyte as:  A 
plant that grows on another plant but does not feed from it, 
for example, some mosses. 
  
 I love it when the general definition agrees with the Brome-
liad definition.  What we can take away from these defini-
tions is that while the terrestrial plants I talked about last 
month need to grow in soil, epiphytic plants don’t.  They 
just need something to ‘hang onto’.  Be it bark, the spines 
of a cactus, an electrical transmission line, or a piece of 
mono-filament fishing line, a true epiphytic plant is happy to 
just hang out and enjoy nature.  Dirt isn’t their thing.  Just 
imagine attempting to grow Spanish moss (Tillandsia usne-
oides) in a pot of soil.  In my opinion, that is not a pretty 
thought. 
 
Unlike last month when I thought of multiple genera that 
were completely terrestrial, I can’t think of a single genus 
that is strictly epiphytic.  The closest I can come to an epi-
phytic genus is the genus Tillandsia.    I think that the DNA 
people still have much sorting out to do in the classification 
of Bromeliads.  Possibly some of the new genera will be 
strictly epiphytic, but so far I don’t think there are any.   
 
T. usneoides, T. ionantha, and T. tectorum come to mind 
as plants that are usually thought to be truly epiphytic.  On 
the other hand plants like T. punctulata, T. jalisco-monticola 

and T. flabellata are epiphytic, but can be cultivated in a 
pot that contains a very fast draining mix.  This behavior 
should not be surprising as it mimics the way that many 
epiphytic plants grow in nature.   
 
In the wild, many epiphytic plants grow in a place where 
organic trash collects around their roots.  The plant can be 
growing in the crotch of a tree or even on a rocky hillside.  
This debris holds some moisture.  As the debris decompos-
es, it also provides a small amount of sustenance for the 
plant. 
 
When growing an epiphytic plant we need to take some 
hints from nature.  Most plants will happily grow mounted 
on a piece of wood (make sure it is not pressure treated).  
It can be a cedar plank, a piece of cork, an old hunk of 
grapevine root, a slotted basket, or a branch from a tree in 
your yard.  Heck, even a piece of fishing line will suffice.  
There probably will not be an accumulation of debris 
around the plant, or any bird manure (liquid fertilizer) wash-
ing down from above as rain falls.   
 
You will have to play the part of Mother Nature.  You will 
have to supply the water and fertilizer.  How much water?  
How much fertilizer?  Look at the plant’s natural habitat.  If 
it grows in a tropical rain forest, it will probably need much 
more water and fertilizer than a plant that grows in a desert.  
Where on the tree or shrub does it reside?  Does it grow at 
the base, midway up, or on the highest branches?  This 
lets us know something about how much sunshine the 
plant will tolerate.  Take a look at the plant’s leaves.  If the 
leaves of a Bromeliad are soft, green and wide, it will prob-
ably need a need a lusher environment, than a plant that 
has hard, gray, and narrow leaves.   
 
Research your plant and you will get a good idea how to 
grow it. 

 WHIPKEY’S WORD 
February 2018 

 
Epiphyte  

february BIRTHDAYS 
 
 Vickey Gurka  2/18 
 Kenneth Gardner  2/28 

march BIRTHDAYS 
 
 Theresa Sandberg  3/15 
 Annette Dominguez 3/18 
 Odean Head   3/22 

http://www.dictionary.cambridge.org/
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/plant
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/grow
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/plant
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/feed
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/example
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 P.M. 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be March 1, 2018 

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8
th
 St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933 

 
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and 
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

REFRESHMENTS:   
A to M 

Everyone should contribute when it is their 
turn.  Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is 
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and 
last name begins with N thru Z group).   
 
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with the 
appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items at the 
close of the meeting!    
 
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members 
appreciate your help.   

 
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 

www.tgcfernsoc.org 
 

Regular meeting  
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M. 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be February 18, 2018 

 

DONORS WINNERS 

Ruby H. Adams Elizabeth Fisher 

Troy Merchant Don Green 

Kathy Stahl Vickey Gurka 

Wray & Daryl Page Frank Lee 

Jimmy and Joanne Woosley Troy Merchant 

NOVEMBER 2017 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE  $59 

  

REMINDER:  ANNUAL DUES 

IT’S OUR 50
TH

 ANIVERSARY 
AND YOUR DUES ARE DUE! 

 
You don’t want to be left out of the 50

th
 Anniversary Year-

book, do you?  Please pay your Membership dues d before 
the end of February.  If your dues are not paid by the end 
of February, you will be left out of the 2018 Yearbook.   
 
Dues are $30 for a family membership and $20 for a single 
membership.  This is a good time to give someone a mem-
bership to the BSHI.  Our Golden Anniversary 1968-2018.   
 
You may pay at the February meeting or mail your check 
to:   
 
Allyn Pearlman / BSHI Membership Chairperson   
6422 Bankside Drive   
Houston, TX 77096. 

mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net
http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public 
charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific goals 
of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current year. 

 
Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for 
more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or e-
mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly 
meetings.  Articles and any other information pertinent to 
bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may be reprinted with 
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publi-
cation to: 
 

 Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 

Houston, TX 77068 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
 

President    Don Green  
    1226 Fountain View 
    Houston, TX 77057 
    713-252-9879 
    greensarkisian@att.net 
 
Vice President   Cherie Lee 
Secretary   Linda Whipkey 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      David Whipkey 

Board of Directors 
Term Expires 

12/31/18                   12/31/19 12/31/20 
Ruby Adams           Mary Cinotto             Gordon Stowe 
John Schmidt         John Edmonson         Shirl Stowe           
                
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity   Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor  Mary Cinotto 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman        Allyn Pearlman 
 Members:   Phil Speer,  
     Lynn Friedman,  
        Ken Gardner 
       3. Programs Chairman Cherie Lee 

Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  
                        David Whipkey/ 
   Don Green 

II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  None 
       2. Bromeliad Culture TBD   
       3. Holiday Party  Allyn Pearlman 
       4. Garden Tours  John Schmidt 
       5.    Historian   David Whipkey 
 Vice Chairman  Jimmy Woolsey 
       6. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
 Members:    Daryl Page 
                                                          Gordon Stowe 
       7. Librarian   Ruby H. Adams 
       8. Membership  Allyn Pearlman 
       9. Raffle Plants  Cherie and Frank Lee, 
     Wray Page 
      10 Show & Tell  John Schmidt assisted 
                         by Wray Page and 
                   Rick Richtmyer 
      11. Members’ and Visitors’ Registrar  
     Ken Gardner, 
                        Noreen Tolman,  
     Midge Gorman 
      12. Courtesy  Midge Gorman 
      13. Webmaster  Joy Reynolds 

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild    David Whipkey,  
     Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Steve Reynolds,  
                                                          Rick Richtmyer 
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Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 
Houston, TX 77068 

FIRST CLASS 


