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UPCOMING EVENTS:
April 14, 2018
Bromeliad Plant Sale
1475 West Gray
Setup 8:00 A.M.
Sale 9 A.M. to 3 P.M.
April 28, 2018 …
Student Judges School IV
7:45 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
May 5, 2018
ABC’s—Annual Picnic
Neoregelia ‘Mo Peppa Please’ Earth Star Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, March 20, 2018
TIME: 7:30 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKERS: Michael Young - BSI
Judge and Quilter
PROGRAM TITLE: “Bromeliads in Fiber”
MEETING AGENDA:
• Social Time and Member Plant Sales
• President’s Welcome and Announcements
• Committee Reports
• Show and Tell
• Short Break for Refreshments/Plant Sales
• Guest Speaker
• Adjournment
• Plant Raffle
APRIL PROGRAM: Mike Howlett - PetFlyTrap
“Carnivorous Plants for Home and Garden”
NEXT BOARD MEETING: March 22, 2018
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
LOCATION: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

The annual picnic will be held at the Edmonson’s
from 10:30 to 2:30 at 16023 Pebble Bend Drive 77068.
This event is in lieu of the monthly meeting.

BYOC—bring your own chair

May 29 to June 3, 2018
2018 World Bromeliad Conference
Paradise Point Resort
San Diego, California

Registration rate has been reduced
to $290.00!
If you paid at the $350 registration rate, you will be
able to apply your refund of $60 to the purchase of
tickets on the optional bus excursion or have your
refund processed through the BSI treasurer.

September 14-16
Southwest Guild Show
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Just a quick note to let you know that the dates for
the SWG Show will be September 14-16, 2018 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Mark the dates on your calendar and start making plans to attend. More information will be forthcoming

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE
Our February Meeting occurred exactly 50 years after
the organization meeting
which marked the beginning
of Bromeliad Society/
Houston. Try to imagine
how exotic Bromeliads would
have appeared to most
Houstonians then. I have
heard that there were few
Bromeliads available for purchase in Houston and the best means of building a collection of Bromeliads was to join the Society and buy or
trade plants with other members of the Society.

bridization of Bromeliads to go completely crazy.
I grew up in rural southern Oklahoma and lived in Boston
for many years thereafter. Neither were hotbeds of Bromeliad Culture. I did, however, obtain my first Bromeliad
in Oklahoma: a Tillandsia Cyanea found in a small nursery in Ardmore, Oklahoma. It was then, and has remained,
my favorite Bromeliad. Some others may have been temporary favorites, but every time I see one of those blue/
purple blooms I put it back on top.

Even twenty-five years after BS/H was established (the
year I joined BS/HI) Bromeliads were not commonly seen
in Houston. A few higher end Nurseries did have a few
Bromeliads and there was Meade’s Nursery where most
members of the Society obtained their “Bromeliad fix”.
Despite the relatively easy availability of Bromeliads when
I joined the Society, I recall how fascinated I was with
each new Bromeliad I obtained—even the ones I promptly
There were active Bromeliad Societies in Florida and Cal- killed. I can only wonder at what early members of Bromeliad Society/Houston felt with each new Bromeliad they
ifornia prior to organization of Houston’s Society. There
managed to add to their collections.
probably was some interaction between members of
those Societies and friends and family in Florida and California. Trips to the Caribbean, Mexico and Central AmeriI would also like to thank Noreen Tolman, Kenneth Gardca for vacations and some professional pursuits were
common and would have resulted in exposure to Bromeli- ner, Linda and David Whipkey for serving at the “Ask the
Experts” table during the Azalea Trail weekend. We had
ads.
lots of people passing through the room and managed to
spread the word about Bromeliads and our society. I
I have always considered that the oil and gas industry
think we picked up some potential visitors to our Meetings
probably had a major influence on the expansion of Bromeliad species in cultivation. The search for oil took geol- and certainly some customers for our upcoming spring
ogists and others out of the major cities and into the plac- sale.
es where Bromeliads would have been quite common.
Houston had increased exposure to tropical plants as it
Don
became the epicenter of oil and gas exploration.
Members of Bromeliad Societies organized collecting trips
to collect plants in the wild and bring them back for putting
into cultivation. Many species of Bromeliads were introduced to Cultivation in Houston, Dallas or Corpus Christi.
And since humans are rarely satisfied, even with the wonderful things they do have, it didn’t take long for the hy-

March’s Speaker:
Michael Young
‘Bromeliads in Fiber’
Michael has been a member of the BSI and the Baton Rouge Bromeliad Society since 1984. He
is a BSI Accredited Judge and a Judging School Teacher and has traveled across the US judging and lecturing. Michael started quilting in 1994 and has on occasion donated quilted wall art
to the BSI International Conferences Rare Plant Auctions.
Michael started sewing clothes in the 1960s and eventually turned to quilting as an art form. He
moved to San Antonio after the passing of his wife and now lives with his son and grandchildren.
We looked up Michael on the web, as there are quilters in the club. Hope he doesn’t mind that
we found his Baton Rouge site at http://gulfstatesquilting.org/MichaelYoung.html.

Thank you Michael for joining us this March.

New Members:
Linda Thomas
Cathy Kuntz

832-244-1402

ckuntz@houstonzoo.org
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1968-2008
50 years…and still growing
By Linda Whipkey
The Houston Bromeliad Society had its first horticultural
show on Aug. 4, 1969. Plants that were grown for at least
60 days were eligible as entries. No cut materials were
allowed.
The show was held at Battlestein’s department store in the
Northwest Mall. Placement of entries were finished by
9:45 am and judging started at 10:00 am. The show
schedule (booklet with rules of show) was distributed to
members and it standardized the protocol for all. Directions for filling out an entry card were included for reference. The schedule established the key for awards based
on 100 points.
The awards given were:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blue ribbon – 90 and above
Award of Merit – 95 and above (given for blooming
and foliage plants)
Red ribbon – 85 to 89
Yellow ribbon – 75 to 84
White ribbon – Honorable Mention
Silver trophy for best of show

The officers of the society included this statement in the
show schedule:
“Each member should participate in this show. A show is
an educational effort on our part to educate the public.”

At the August monthly meeting, it was announced that a
total of 91 blue ribbons were won by the membership. Tillandsia xerographica won best of show. The next show
was planned for the spring of 1970. For the first Bromeliad
show in Houston, there were approximately 40 members.
After 50 years, it is still a function of our annual show to
educate the public. Take the time to look through our show
schedule for the rules of entry. Ask an officer or board
member to help you. It may be that one or two of your own
plants can excite others about our plant family. The process of preparing your plants, getting them classified and
placed is a unique experience that should not be missed.
This can give more meaning to the lives of your beloved
plants, teach others, and strengthen the bonds that keep
the society together.
Get ready for our 2018 Show today by checking your
plants for confirmation (symmetry), color, and growth. Find
at least 3 plants this month that you would enter, so that
when the show date is announced you will have a head
start on preparations. Feel free to ask any board member
for help in getting ready. Pay attention to “Show and Tell”
every month. Through this feature, your eye can be educated to look for the best growth, color and form in your
own plants.

Let’s make 2018 a year that you’ll remember! Remembered as one in which you helped the Annual Show be a
great success. One way we measure success is by the
number of entries, so keep looking at your collection for
eligible plants. Let’s keep it “…and still growing.”

SPRING BROMELIAD SALE Mark your calendars for our Spring Bromeliad Sale which
will be on Saturday, April 14, 2018 at the Metropolitan
Multi-Services Center, located at 1475 West Gray. Members need to arrive at 8:00 a.m. and start to set-up as the
sale opens at 9:00 .am.
PLEASE email me (deliboys@comcast.net) if you plan
on selling bromeliads. Need to figure out a sales plan as
this will NOT be held in the gym.
I will once again bring breads, lunch meats and cheeses,
condiments, lettuce and tomatoes.
Everyone else,
please email me with what you want to bring.

Verna Powers will be doing hospitality at the sale.
THANKS Verna!
Allyn
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Hi fellow affiliates, hope many of you can join us at the WBC 2018 in San Diego!
We have a lineup of wonderful speakers:
Li Ping (China), Peter Waters (New Zealand), Jose Manzanares (Ecuador), Paul Isley (CA), Pam Hyatt (CA), Dennis
Cathcart (FL.), Ivon Ramirez (Mexico).
We hope you can join us on Mission Bay in San Diego May 29-June 3. Even if you are unable to join us, please take
out an ad in the program to aid BSI in this endeavor to offer excellent conferences. If each affiliate took out a 1/4 page
ad for only $60 we would be well on our way to funding the conference and future conferences.

It can be a very simple ad, such as:
"Wishing you well on the BSI WBC 2018 from the Bromeliad Society of _______."
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What’s Blooming (or just about to…)
Thank goodness for Cryptanthus. They are such lovely babies who proliferate, on average, fairly easily. So, that also
means they bloom fairly often. So, let’s welcome some more color into spring (thought it would never arrive!!!)

Cryptanthus ‘Strawberry Blonde’

Cryptanthus ‘Crystal Jackson”

Cryptanthus ‘Café Aulait’

Cryptanthus ‘Durrell’

Cryptanthus ‘Moon River’
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What’s Blooming (not Crypts)

Orthophytum glossiorum

Aechmea recurvata X Aechmea calyculata

Tillandsia ionantha

Tillandsia
'Cotton Candy'

XSincoregelia
'Galactic Warrior'
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WHIPKEY’S WORD
March 2018
Lithophyte
I was looking through some old periodicals last week. I
came across a copy of a magazine called House Plants &
Porch Gardens. I have a soft spot in my heart for that magazine because it was the first place I ever saw an article on
Bromeliads. The cover of this particular copy had a picture
of a group of Lithops. These interesting little plants are
often called living stones. The name is derived from the
Greek words lithos, meaning "stone," and ops, meaning
"face”. These small, split succulents are native to the rocky
deserts of South Africa. That got me to thinking about
plants in general that grow on or among rocks.
Therefore, the word for this month is lithophyte. This word
is a combination of litho which is derived from the Greek
word lithos meaning “stone”, and phyte which comes from
the Greek word phuton meaning “plant.”
A Bromeliad Glossary defines lithophyte as: a plant which
grows on rocks but obtains its nourishment from the atmosphere and from accumulated humus in the fissures.
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/ defines lithophyte
as: plant that grows on rocks or stony soil and derives
nourishment from the atmosphere.
Choosing a definition in this case is a little tricky. In the
past, there were two other commonly used terms: saxicola
which meant growing on rocks and saxatilis which meant
growing among rocks. I have found that both of these
terms have fallen out of favor in modern publications. Most
articles that I have found use the word lithophyte to include plants that live on or among rocks. I am going to use
the definition from vocabulary.com with minor modifications.
I choose to define a lithophyte as a plant that grows on

rocks or in stony soil and derives nourishment primarily
from the atmosphere. With that said, there are two types of
lithophytes, obligate and facultative. Obligate plants only
grow on rocks and in stony soil. Facultative plants can
grow on rocks and stony soil, but can grow other places as
well. When we are talking about lithophytic Bromeliads, I
think that the smart money will bet that most of them will be
facultative.

Lithophytes feed off nutrients from rain water and nearby
decaying plants, including their own dead tissue. I take this
to mean that they can survive where little else can grow.
Lithophytic Bromeliads can grow under the harshest conditions. A diet bereft of most nutrients. Rain might be abundant, but the roots quickly dry out. Most of the roots under
these conditions will be holdfast or anchor roots. Very few
of the roots will be of the feeder variety. In cultivation I feel
sure that most of these plants will respond to a more luxuriant lifestyle. They might appreciate a soil that holds a bit
more water, just don’t let it become waterlogged. As with
most Bromeliads, they will probably respond well to fertilizer, but don’t go overboard. Plants grown in cultivation will
probably not look exactly like plants that are growing in the
wild. Looking at the list of lithophytic Bromeliads, I noticed
that most of them want a considerable amount of sunlight.
Some of the more commonly cultivated lithophytic Bromeliads include: Dyckia brevifolia, Pitcairnia integrifolia, Pitcairnia xanthocalyx, Brocchinia hectioides, Brocchinia reducta (both Brocchinias have carnivorous characteristics),
Androlepis skinneri , Billbergia pyramidalis, Tillandsia albida, Tillandsia araujei, Tillandsia capitata, Tillandsia ionantha, and the recently discovered Lapanthus itambensis.
Who knew we had so many rock lovers in the crowd.

march BIRTHDAYS
Theresa Sandberg
Annette Dominguez
Odean Head

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Timothy Precise
Verna Powers
Larry Friedman
Faye Stansberry
Lee Rowell
Jan Liang
Gene Powers

3/15
3/18
3/22

4/10
4/17
4/23
4/23
4/26
4/29
4/30
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FEBRUARY 2018
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $39
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be April 15, 2018
Field trip in March so no meeting

WINNERS

Vickey Gurka

Gordon Stowe

Cherie Lee

Shirl Stowe

Kim and Troy Merchant

Vickey Gurka

David Whipkey

REFRESHMENTS:
N to Z
Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and
last name begins with N thru Z group).

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be April 5, 2018

Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with
the appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items
at the close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members
appreciate your help.

Seedlings this March:
16-18 Pitcairnia xanthocalyx and
16-18 Edmundoa lindenii

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net

We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

Officers and Chairmen

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.

President

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Cherie Lee
Linda Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey

12/31/18
Ruby Adams
John Schmidt
I.

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

II.

Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson

12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
Committees of the Board
Annual Show
David Whipkey
Holiday Party
TBD
Garden Tours
TBD
Historian
David Whipkey
Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members & Visitor
Register:
Noreen Tolman,
Ken Gardner
7. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
8. Raffle Plants
Frank Lee,
Cherie Lee
9 Show & Tell
John Schmidt
10. Seedlings
TBD
11. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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