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UPCOMING EVENTS:
April 11, 2018
9:00 A.M.
Volunteers Needed—Gary and Jan’s
April 14, 2018
Bromeliad Plant Sale
1475 West Gray
Sale 9 A.M. to 3 P.M.

April 28, 2018
Student Judges School IV
Clubhouse at 6463 Creekbend
7:45 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.
Cryptanthus ‘Charlien Rose’ Earth Star Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, April 17, 2018
NEW TIME: 7:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKER: Mike Howlett of Petfly Trap

May 5, 2018
ABC’s at the Edmonson’s
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 77068
10:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.
This is the May meeting.
Please bring a chair and dish

PROGRAM TITLE: “Carnivorous Plants for Home
and Garden”

MEETING AGENDA:
(No member plant sale/Speaker is selling)
•
President’s Welcome
•
Guest Speaker
•
Short Break for Refreshments / Plant Sale
•
Announcements & Committee Reports
•
Show & Tell
•
Adjournment
•
Plant Raffle
MAY PROGRAM: ABCs at Edmonson’s
‘Planting Seeds’ presented by David Whipkey &
Rick Richtmyer
NEXT BOARD MEETING: July 19, 2018
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

May 29 to June 3, 2018
World Bromeliad Conference
San Diego, California

September 14-16
Southwest Guild Show
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Just a quick note - the dates for the SWG Show will
be September 14-16, 2018 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. More information will be forthcoming

September 28-30
Golden Age of Bromeliads
Show and Sale
Judson Robinson, Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive, Houston, TX 77004

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE

Most of my mature Dyckias are also in bloom. Now that
doesn’t mean I have scads of Dyckias in bloom as I lost a
great many Dyckias during the winter. I had never covered them in the past and I did not this winter. Those
Dyckias now in bloom were given a location with a lot
more sun than they have had in the past. The blooms
Spring is here at last. I don’t have much more intense color than I have seen in the
know about you, but I have
past and all are beautiful.
found it difficult to put down
the trowel and go inside to
My Neoregelias are beginning to show some color after
tackle other necessary
having pretty much reverted to green during the winter. I
chores.
am looking forward to a great growing season. It may be
a very good year for a fall Show.
For the first time in many
years I bought some annuals Don’t forget our Spring Sale at Metropolitan Multi-Service
for color along the front entry walk. After last year one
Center on April 14th (prior to our meeting this month). It’s
would think I would know better, but I planted several of
a terrific opportunity to replace plants lost to the cold, add
my dark wine-colored Aechmeas in the ground. Thought I some new plants to your collection and have a fun time
would see if they grow a bit bigger and bloom better than socializing with your fellow members and spreading the
they have in pots. Most are extras, but a few would need word about beautiful Bromeliads to old and new customto be replaced if they don’t make it in the ground.
ers. The need to replace plants lost to the freeze should
guarantee lots of customers seeking replacements and
I have several Aechmeas in bloom now that have not
new additions for their gardens, so bring your surplus
bloomed in several years. I don’t know if cool weather
plants and help our fellow citizens. If we don’t sell them
encourages Bromeliads to bloom. It seems to me that
Bromeliads they will buy other plants.
years in which I have had the most Aechmeas in bloom
are years that were somewhat cooler than normal. That
If you have not signed up for WBC in San Diego, Califoris obviously not something which occurs in their native
nia there is still time to register at the reduced rate.
habitat, but maybe some other combination of environPlants in California differ from the same plant grown here.
mental factors comes into play to encourage blooms after San Diego should present a spectacular Show and the
cold weather.
home tours will definitely be noteworthy.
Don

April’s Speaker:
Mike Howlett
“Carnivorous Plants in Home and Garden”
Mike has been raising carnivorous plants (CPs) for over 20 years and is
extremely passionate about these plants! He, along with his beautiful wife
Stephanie, are owners of PetFlyTrap.com, one of the largest carnivorous
plant nurseries in the nation. Under their ownership, the business has grown
from less than ten types of CPs to over 10,000 plants of literally hundreds of
types from all over the world…more than any other U.S. nursery, including
carnivorous bromeliads!
Mike has been a presenter at the International Carnivorous Plant Society
conference and was the National Head Grower for the North American Sarracenia Conservancy, where he assisted with developing policies, protocols
and procedures for growing, propagating and maintaining the genetic integrity of dozens of location-specific Sarracenia species and hybrids through ex
situ conservation.

He has traveled to Europe, Asia and throughout the U.S. to view the diversity of these wonderful plants in their native habitat, and strongly believes in
the need to preserve these plants and their critically endangered habitats.

New Members:
James Billimek

713-681-3718

james.billimek@sbcglobal.net
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1968-2008
50 years…and still growing
By Linda Whipkey
Published in the December 1985 Christmas Party Program :

Are you an active member, the kind that would be missed,
Or are you just contented that your name is on the list?

Do you work on committees to see there is no trick,
Or leave the work to just a few and talk about the “clique”?

Do you attend meetings and mingle with the flock,
Or do you stay at home and criticize and knock?

So come to meetings often and help with hand and heart.
Don’t be just a member, but take an active part.

Do you take an active part to help the work along,
Or are you satisfied to be the guy that just belongs?

Think it over now, you know right from wrong,
Are you an active member or do you just belong?

SPRING BROMELIAD SALE
Mark your calendars for our Spring Bromeliad Sale which
will be on Saturday, April 14, 2018 at the Metropolitan Multi-Services Center, located at 1475 West Gray. Members
need to arrive at 8:00 A.M and start to set-up as the sale
opens at 9:00 A.M.
PLEASE email me (deliboys@comcast.net) if you plan on
selling bromeliads. Need to figure out a sales plan as this
will NOT be held in the gym.
I will once again bring breads, lunch meats and cheeses,
condiments, lettuce and tomatoes. Everyone else, please
email me with what you want to bring.
Verna Powers will be doing hospitality at the sale.
THANKS Verna!
Allyn

ABC’s
May 5 .. 10:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.
The club will provide brisket and ham, soft drinks, tea and water.
Address is 16023 Pebble Bend Drive, 77068.
Phone is 346-235-8931.
Be ready to have a good time and learn about
planting from seeds!
Please bring a chair as well as your covered dish.
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Michael Young’s Spectacular Quilt
Presentation
Michael gave a marvelous presentation telling us about how he got into quilting and his many quilts that he has made
for Bromeliad societies everywhere. The following is a highlight of the dazzling work he displayed. Everyone was delighted with the superb skill, subject matter, and creativity Michael demonstrated. Thank you Michael for a great evening! These photos cannot do the work justice; however, it is good fun to revisit.

Cryptanthus show quilt at New Orleans…
notice the Superdome

Quilt done for Chicago Bromeliad Society
It even has a musical score in the background

Beach scene with a native bromeliad.
Done for St. Petersburg
Notice the iconic shopping center on the pier

Created for the Millenium...has 2000 in the sky
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Michael Showcasing his Alice in Wonderland
(courtesy of his granddaughter…)
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Show and Tell Page 1

Cryptanthus ‘Moon River’

Hectia texensis

Pitcairnia ‘Flame Thrower’

Guzmania ‘Olive’

Aechmea ‘Black on Black’
Deuterocohnia brevifolia

Aechmea weilbachii forma leodiensis
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Show and Tell Page 2

Aechmea ' Perez’

Aechmea
'Bill Barrette'

Bloom on Aechmea
‘Bill Barrette’

Tillandsia flabullata

Giving it a go on doing a Show and Tell section.
Appreciate helpful hints on how to do this process
better. Show and Tell is one of the educational
portions of BS/HI and appreciate input.
Linda Whipkey typed up labels which really helped
and hope to include more details in future pages.
Thanks to John Schmidt, Troy Merchant, David &
Linda Whipkey, John Edmonson and Malcolm
McCorquodale III for their contributions.
Aechmea ?
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What’s Blooming

Neoregelia ‘Stormy Forest’

Wallisia cyanea

Cryptanthus ‘Moon River’
(Yes, this is too)

Cryptanthus ‘Cafe Aulait’

Cryptanthus ‘Moon River’
(And from the same mother plant)
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WHIPKEY’S WORD
April 2018
Chasmophyte
The English language is constantly in flux. New words are
constantly being invented. For example: email, frankenfood, Google, and photobomb have come into being in the
last 25 or 30 years. Conversely, some words fall into disuse and are mostly forgotten. Many years ago when asked
to name a tall, long-necked, spotted African animal, with
short horns many people would have said camelopard.
Today we would call it a giraffe. Other words survive, but
with a different meaning. For example, young people think
of underwear when someone mentions thongs. Unfortunately I am old enough to think of footwear. You know,
shower thongs. Botany is constantly refining its jargon.
This month’s word, chasmophyte, is one of those new
terms.
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary (https://www.merriamwebster.com/) defines chasmophyte as: a plant that
grows in the crevices of rocks. It was probably originally
formed as the German word chasmophyt.
A Bromeliad Glossary does not mention chasmophyte.
However, its definition for lithophyte covers these plants.
Some Bromeliad chasmophytes probably include Alcantarea imperialis , Aechmea coelestis, Deuterocohnia brevifolia, Deuterocohnia lorentziana, Hechtia texensis, and
Puya aequatorialis.

rocks that are on top of or partially buried in the soil. While
most of these plants can grow in other places, some specimens choose to live the rocky life.

Imagine living in a small crack in a rock. It is probably:
dry
sunny
devoid of food
exposed to the elements
Doesn’t sound like much fun does it? But chasmophytes
do it quite nicely.
What does this habitat tell us about growing these plants?
The first thought that strikes me is they would probably dislike wet feet. The tank type plants like Alcantarea imperialis can provide their own water supply. Others like Hechtia
texensis can survive on very little moisture. This implies
that the mix should be well drained, short on organic matter, and not overly fertile. I imagine that they would appreciate an even supply of moisture and some nutrition, but do
so in moderation.
Not many cliffs are shady or protected from the wind. I
take this to mean that chasmophytes are probably going
to enjoy sunlight and good air circulation. They are plants
that you can love, just don’t coddle them.

Only time will tell if the term chasmophyte will survive. In
any case, hopefully some chasmophytes will survive in
In my opinion, a chasmophyte is a plant that grows in rock your collection.
cracks where soil or organic matter has accumulated.
Some of them are “cliff huggers” while others grow on (in?)

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Timothy Precise
Verna Powers
Larry Friedman
Faye Stansberry
Lee Rowell
Jan Liang
Gene Powers

4/10
4/17
4/23
4/23
4/26
4/29
4/30

May Birthdays
Midge Gorman
Jane Little
Ruby Harlan Adams
Cynthia Johnson

5/8
5/13
5/15
5/18
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MARCH 2018
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $31
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org

WINNERS

Wray and Daryl Page

Don Green

David and Linda Whipkey

Vickey Gurka

Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be April 15, 2018

Elaine Kouzounis
John Schmidt
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

REFRESHMENTS:
A to M

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be May 3, 2018

Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and
last name begins with N thru Z group).
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with the
appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items at
the close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members
appreciate your help.

April showers bring May flowers

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net

We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

Officers and Chairmen

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.

President

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Cherie Lee
Linda Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey

12/31/18
Ruby Adams
John Schmidt
I.

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

II.

Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson

12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
Committees of the Board
Annual Show
David Whipkey
Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman
Garden Tours
TBD
Historian
David Whipkey
Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members & Visitor
Register:
Noreen Tolman,
Ken Gardner
7. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
8. Raffle Plants
Frank Lee,
Cherie Lee
9 Show & Tell
John Schmidt
10. Seedlings
TBD
11. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Bromeliad
Society
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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