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UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 5, 2018
ABC’s at the Edmonson’s
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 77068
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
This is the May meeting.
Please bring a chair and dish

May 29 to June 3, 2018
World Bromeliad Conference
San Diego, California
Cryptanthus ‘Durrell’ Earth Star Designs

MEETING DATE: May 5, 2018—ABC
10:00 A.M. to….

Location: 16023 Pebble Bend Dr. 77068

346-235-8931
Bring a chair and your favorite covered dish.
MAY PROGRAM: ABCs at Edmonson’s
‘Planting Seeds’ presented by David Whipkey &
Rick Richtmyer

JUNE PROGRAM: Speaker: John Schmidt
‘Shady Secrets of Bromeliads’

September 14-16
Southwest Guild Show
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Just a quick note - the dates for the SWG Show will
be September 14-16, 2018 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. More information will be forthcoming

September 28-30
Golden Age of Bromeliads
Show and Sale
Judson Robinson, Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive, Houston, TX 77004
EDITOR’S NOTE:

NEXT BOARD MEETING: July 19, 2018
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

A rather abbreviated edition as we’re publishing 3
weeks early; however, we wanted to ensure this
edition reached everyone before the ABC meeting.
Thanks to everyone for providing their materials
before our usual deadline of the 5th.
That’s our meeting date this month!!
Cinco de Mayo ABCs… Hoping to see you there!
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In April we met at our earlier
meeting time. With members coming from a wide
variety of locations some
found the trip quicker and
others learned they might
have to adjust their departure time a bit. With a shortened meeting time it will be
necessary to keep the meeting moving along to avoid
running over our reserved
time. I think it is going to be manageable and I’m sure we
will get better as we go along.
We are all looking forward to The ABCs of Bromeliads on
May 5. See information elsewhere in this Bulletin for details of place and time.

What I believe is my lone survivor is a single Ursulaea
tuitensis. I say I believe it is a survivor of our seed planting because I have obtained a couple of other tuitensis
plants over the years and it is possible that neither of the
two plants I have now is my original “seed grown” plant.
Lacking evidence to the contrary I’ll hold to that belief,
however. If you took a look at the magnificent tuitensis
which John Schmidt brought to Show and Tell at our last
meeting you could understand why I worked so hard to
hang on to that plant.

We now have dates (September 28, 29 and 30, 2018)
and a location (Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center,
2020 Hermann Drive, Houston) for our BS/HI Annual
Show.
I am happy that we opted for a fall Show. There is no
way I could have had anything ready for a Show in May. I
am encouraged by the improvement in the condition of
my plants with a little light and warmth. We are only now
reaching conditions favorable to development of color in
our plants. Cryptanthus in particular are coloring up nicely. Now we only have to worry about keeping any color
we have developed through the summer!

The educational component will be on growing from
seeds. I believe I still have only one of the plants from
our last exercise in planting seeds in Beaumont several
years ago. I did enjoy watching the seeds germinate and
getting a few up to size for planting in their own pots after
Don
several months.
Dyckia seeds were really quick to germinate and grew a
lot faster than I expected, but then faded just as fast. I
think they fell victim to a fungus. I maintained a few Pitcairnia xanthocalyx for a number of years but finally lost
them too.

May’s Speakers
Rick Richtmyer and David Whipkey
“Planting Seeds”
Biography Rick Richtmyer

Rick and his wife, Carole, first joined Bromeliad Society/Houston in 1981. Although
they moved away to Dallas in 1982, their interest (and collection) continued to grow,
and they became active members of the Greater Dallas-Ft. Worth Bromeliad Society. It was during their years in Dallas that Rick and Carole became BSI certified bromeliad judges and both are Internationally Accredited Master Bromeliad Judges.
Upon moving back to Houston in 1996, they again became active members of BS/H.
Rick is also a member of the Cryptanthus Society International. Rick is a retired
Geologist.

Biography David Whipkey
David lives on the prairie west of Tomball with his wife Linda where they grow a
variety of plants. He has been interested in gardening for over 60 years. David
has been a member of the Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. for 30+ years and is
currently serving as the society’s Past President. He is also a member of the
Cryptanthus Society International and is currently serving as the organization’s Vice
-President. He is a member of the Bromeliad Society International and has been
designated as an Internationally Accredited Master Bromeliad Judge by that organization. David is a retired public school teacher and has been spending as much
time as possible sharing his knowledge of and enthusiasm for growing Bromeliads
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Gary’s Gang

November 2017, 18 folks from BS/HI went to Gary Gallick
and Jan Liang’s home to winterize bromeliads. Verna and
Gene Powers brought luncheon for all as well. The folks
attending were: Ruby Adams, Martha Burg, Mary Cinotto,
John Edmonson, Billie and Tommy Emanuel, Don Green,
Cherie and Frank Lee, Troy and Kim Merchant,
Rick Richtmyer, Gene and Verna Powers, David and
Linda Whipkey, Jimmy and Joanne Woolsey.
NOVEMBER:

Nine BS/H members met at Jan Liang and Gary Gallick’s
home in Kingwood on Wednesday April 11 th to move
Gary’s collection of bromeliads out of their winter home in
the garage into the yard for the summer. Don Green,
John Sarkisian, Frank and Cherie Lee, Lynn Friedman,
Gordon and Shirl Stowe, and Rick and Carole Richtmyer
joined Jan to clean and groom the plants while Gary supervised the operation and advised where in the yard
they should be placed. Many of Gary’s terrestrials were
in bloom which made for a nice display. The weather was
perfect for working outside, and the group enjoyed a nice
lunch together afterwards.

While at the workday, Gary was presented with the first
pup of Neoregelia ‘Gary Gallick’. The neo was hybridized
at Tropiflora nursery and named in Gary’s honor by Dennis Cathcart. The original plant was raised by Jimmy
Woolsey until the pup was mature enough to remove.
APRIL:
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1968-2008
50 years…and still growing
By Linda Whipkey
A publication from 1970 inspired our society to have regular educational workshops. “A Short Course on Bromeliads
Growing Under Lights” was a pamphlet prepared by the
renowned botanist, Dr. George Milstein. In it he described
the mechanics of constructing a light garden. It covered
ventilation, nutrients, potting media and forced blooming.
To continue educating membership and the public, the
Houston Bromeliad Society started offering a “Short
Course on Bromeliads” in 1971. The first was held in November for a two-day workshop.

by Texas A&M and Incarnate Word College (San Antonio)
professors. Also, participants were given 2 plants, one for
potting and one for mounting. Information about grooming
and current research was presented.
The Short Courses continued to 1980. After the World Bromeliad Conference in 1990, a garden tour was offered by
Don Garrison and his wife, Betty. This developed into a
“Gospel according to Garrison” at his home in 1991 for
newcomers to the organization.

Thereafter, the ABC’s of Bromeliads has been offered for
new and old members. Today, the ABC’s is an event that
The workshop included information on growing in the Hou- takes members outdoors to a volunteer’s home and garston area. It was held at the Hermann Park Garden center den. It is a time to socialize, tour lovely collections, and
learn.
and registration was $10. The program included lectures

Spring Sale:
Thanks to all for a great sale and good eats. Brought in $5918. Allyn

What’s Blooming

Tillandsia edithae

Tillandsia
'Enchanted' (Skotak)

Aechmea correia-araujoi
x brevicolis (Kiehl hybrid)

X Billmea 'Pancho'

ABC’s
May 5 .. 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
The club will provide brisket and ham, soft drinks and water.
Address is 16023 Pebble Bend Drive, 77068.
Phone is 346-235-8931.
Be ready to have a good time and learn about
planting from seeds!
Please bring a

chair as well as your covered dish.

4

WHIPKEY’S WORD
May 2018
Chasmophyte
The English language is constantly in flux. New words are
constantly being invented. For example: email, frankenfood, Google, and photobomb have come into being in the
last 25 or 30 years. Conversely, some words fall into disuse and are mostly forgotten. Many years ago when asked
to name a tall, long-necked, spotted African animal, with
short horns many people would have said camelopard.
Today we would call it a giraffe. Other words survive, but
with a different meaning. For example, young people think
of underwear when someone mentions thongs. Unfortunately I am old enough to think of footwear. You know,
shower thongs. Botany is constantly refining its jargon.
This month’s word, chasmophyte, is one of those new
terms.
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary (https://www.merriamwebster.com/) defines chasmophyte as: a plant that
grows in the crevices of rocks. It was probably originally
formed as the German word chasmophyt.
A Bromeliad Glossary does not mention chasmophyte.
However, its definition for lithophyte covers these plants.
Some Bromeliad chasmophytes probably include Alcantarea imperialis , Aechmea coelestis, Deuterocohnia brevifolia, Deuterocohnia lorentziana, Hechtia texensis, and
Puya aequatorialis.

rocks that are on top of or partially buried in the soil. While
most of these plants can grow in other places, some specimens choose to live the rocky life.

Imagine living in a small crack in a rock. It is probably:
dry
sunny
devoid of food
exposed to the elements
Doesn’t sound like much fun does it? But chasmophytes
do it quite nicely.
What does this habitat tell us about growing these plants?
The first thought that strikes me is they would probably dislike wet feet. The tank type plants like Alcantarea imperialis can provide their own water supply. Others like Hechtia
texensis can survive on very little moisture. This implies
that the mix should be well drained, short on organic matter, and not overly fertile. I imagine that they would appreciate an even supply of moisture and some nutrition, but do
so in moderation.
Not many cliffs are shady or protected from the wind. I
take this to mean that chasmophytes are probably going
to enjoy sunlight and good air circulation. They are plants
that you can love, just don’t coddle them.

Only time will tell if the term chasmophyte will survive. In
any case, hopefully some chasmophytes will survive in
In my opinion, a chasmophyte is a plant that grows in rock your collection.
cracks where soil or organic matter has accumulated.
Some of them are “cliff huggers” while others grow on (in?)

May Birthdays
Midge Gorman
Jane Little
Ruby Harlan Adams
Cynthia Johnson

5/8
5/13
5/15
5/18

JUNE Birthdays
Cherie Lee
Billie Emanuel
Cathy Kuntz
John Sarkisian
David Garver
Gordon Stowe

6/1
6/9
6/12
6/12
6/13
6/17
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MARCH 2018
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $61
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be May 21, 2018

WINNERS

Cherie and Frank Lee

Billie Emanuel

Wray and Daryl Page

Elizabeth Fisher

John Schmidt

Vickey Gurka

David and Linda Whipkey

Elaine Kouzounis
Gordon Stowe
Visitor ...name not legible

REFRESHMENTS:
Everyone!! Bring a covered dish!

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be May 3, 2018 then
June 7, 2018

Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and
last name begins with N thru Z group).
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with the
appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items at
the close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members
appreciate your help.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe,TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net

We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

Officers and Chairmen

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.

President

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Cherie Lee
Linda Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey

12/31/18
Ruby Adams
John Schmidt
I.

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

II.

Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson

12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
Committees of the Board
Annual Show
David Whipkey
Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman
Garden Tours
TBD
Historian
David Whipkey
Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members & Visitor
Register:
Noreen Tolman,
Ken Gardner
7. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
8. Raffle Plants
Frank Lee,
Cherie Lee
9 Show & Tell
John Schmidt
10. Seedlings
TBD
11. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Society
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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