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UPCOMING EVENTS:

September 14-16
Southwest Guild Show
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

September 28-30
Golden Age of Bromeliads
Show and Sale
Judson Robinson, Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive, Houston, TX 77004
June’s Seedling Encholirium horridum

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, June 19, 2018
NEW TIME: 7:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKER: Our own John Schmidt

December 1, 2018
Holiday Party
Los Tios on Westheimer

PROGRAM TITLE: “Shady Secrets of Bromeliads”

ADDITIONAL:

MEETING AGENDA:
•
Social Time and Member Plant Sales
•
President’s Welcome
•
Guest Speaker
•
Short Break for Refreshments / Plant Sale
•
Announcements & Committee Reports
•
Show & Tell
•
Adjournment
•
Plant Raffle

June 2018 seedling

•

JULY PROGRAM: David Whipkey and Gordon
Stowe “What, You May Have Missed...World Bromeliad
Conference”
NEXT BOARD MEETING: July 19, 2018
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

Encholirium horridum

The plants have hundreds of narrow, strap-like, spiny
leaves at maturity, recurving downward to form a graceful
ball-like shape. Encholirium species grow much like the
genus Dyckia, enjoying water in the growing season and
a rest in cooler weather. The plant is not frost tolerant. It
can be grown in filtered light or full sun. This species is
monocarpic or occasionally making one or two offsets.
Mature size is about 18” by 24”. The bloom spike can
reach 4 feet in height and with several branches. The
flowers are large for bromeliads, with green bracts and
petals. They are filled with a pungent, sticky fluid, possibly to attract pollinators. In the wild, bats have been
seen pollinating this plant.
Description and picture taken from the Tropiflora Website
(https://www.tropiflora.com/)

I have put more plants in the ground as I think sometimes
they tolerate a bit more light and an irregular watering
schedule when planted in the ground. That may of
course be complete nonsense, as I may have rather intuitively put plants which naturally do better in landscape
Another World Bromeliad
areas. Most of what I have successfully put in the ground
Conference has just ended
and I’m sure those fortunate in the past have been Aechmeas and Billbergias. I’m put
enough to attend had a stim- an occasional Neo in the ground and had some which
ulating and exhausting time were successes and some which were not. So I’m going
in San Diego. I wish I could to try some others which I have not planted in the ground
previously.
have made it. San Diego
and the environs are my favorite part of California. Last I have been mounting more Neos, particularly the smaller
time I visited there I was not ones, for the past year. They have sometimes been a
looking for Bromeliads at all challenge, however, as I do tend to water less than I
as that is where I discovered should and mounted Neos are the first to tell me I’ve
messed up again. I do have a hard time getting some of
there were these strange and wonderful plants which
them adjusted to mounted life. Some of the less sunny
would one day be a large part of my life.
parts of the patio are helpful in giving them a chance to
While not attending the Conference, I have been moving get established.
Bromeliads. Many are still clumped together where they
spent a large part of the winter and others were moved as I have some seeds sprouting in the pots we planted durI scheduled my almost annual tree trimming over the pa- ing the ABCs. Looking forward to trying to grow them out.
tio. Last year I barely had anything taken off the tree, so I Try to make the June Meeting if you can. John Schmidt
will be the speaker and I’m sure he will give you some
didn’t have to worry too much about plants getting sunburn. Between a good thinning of the overhead branches great ideas which will have you growing some awardand the utility companies taking out a lot of the branches winning plants like his.
in the neighboring yards I am getting a lot of light in the
patio. I’m having to assess very carefully where plants
are going to strike a balance between getting enough light
to color up and having nice colorful leaves suddenly develop those large white spots which tell you that you
haven’t learned everything you could from these plants.

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE

June’s Speaker
John Schmidt
“Shady Secrets of Bromeliads”
John has always been keenly interested in living things. From early childhood, he had a variety of pets and farm animals. There were always animals for him to care for as a kid. However, when John went into the armed forces, he
sold all his cattle and horses so that his father wouldn’t have to take care of them. After the service, John went to Fort
Hays State University. He soon discovered he had a need to take care of something, but cattle and horses were not a
possibility. So, he turned to plants! John began collecting plants of all sorts from cacti, succulents, gesneriads
(example African violets, Gloxinia), orchids and others.
In 2007, John and Gale moved to Spring and quite few plants joined them. They went to a BSH sale, purchased a few
bromeliads and haven't looked back. John now has 33 genera in his collection with his most avid interest being the
genus tillandsia and he has 120+ species.
Shady Secrets of Bromeliads will be very general in nature but loaded with lots of information. John says he will have a
short slide presentation to attempt to keep your attention.
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Student Judges School
IV
April 28, 2018
Many thanks to the instructor, Michael Young for the day of decorative container and artistic arrangement training in
Student Judges School IV. Also, thanks to the other experts who created presentations, organized the event and
helped with grading—Charlie Birdsong, Allyn Pearlman, Charlien Rose, and Carole and Rick Richtmyer. Also, thanks
to Sonoma for being our mascot and friend for the day. She’s always a work of art!

Sonoma, a work of art!

Michael demonstrating the various materials that can be used to enhance an
arrangement

Michael’s Cryptanthus quilts—
examples of artistic design and
materials that can be shown

Phil Speer’s
Stained Glass Cryptanthus

Angle and background

Striking arrangement by Michael

Angle and background
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May 2018 ABC’s
The BS/HI group had a splendid day at the ABCs...we got
very lucky. The weather, which had been forecast to be
raining, was a mild temperature and gorgeous sun. A good
turn out too. Around 40 folks made it for the festivities,
food and educational program. We learned how to plant
bromeliads from seed!

training. Special thanks to our instructors—Rick Richtmyer
and David Whipkey for their patience and expertise. We
learned one of the key ingredients besides seed, soil and
water….fungicide. Without it, the plants won’t make it. In
the very humid environment from which they grow, fungus
grows well also and will kill the baby plants.

Thanks to the folks who made it possible—John and Mary
Edmonson, Cherie and Frank Lee, Shirl and Gordon
Stowe, Carole and Rick Richtmyer and David and Linda
Whipkey did a marvelous job of organizing the process,
putting together the materials to do so, and conducting the

Hopefully, those who did the plantings are seeing results.
It’s a wonderful thing to see those tiny plants popping up.

Back garden and greenhouse

Bromeliads around the tree

Gordon and Frank
(after setting up tables)
Therese and Derek Sandberg and
David Whipkey in “Toad in the Hole” greenhouse

Desert hill inspired by
Peckerwood Gardens in
Hempstead, Texas
Patio
Plants

“Lizard’s Lair” greenhouse
4

May 2018 ABC’s

Verna and Gene Powers ready to start

Rick Richtmyer and Frank Lee awaiting the group

After lunch bunch discussions

Cherie Lee,
Dr. Steve Reynolds and
Rick Richtmyer are all set
up
More group discussions prior to ABC event

Ken Gardner relaxes
while
awaiting the “show”
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May 2018
ABC’s
Let the work commence

Fungicide spray bottles, soil, seeds,
baggies and pots

Seed packets with label sticks and pencils

Potting and bagging …. Before water.
Group heading over to sink to add water to potting mix

After putting in seeds and applying fungicide

Bagged seedlings all ready to sprout!
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San Diego
Quick Recap
Next month’s program will be presented by David Whipkey and Gordon Stowe. They will discuss the San Diego World
Bromeliad Conference for 2018. However, we wanted to give you some highlights to stir your interest.
As you know, the climate there is very conducive to succulents, cactus and many tropical plants. It is a south Florida
without the moisture. This is a great environment for many plants with which we struggle such as Vrieseas and Tillandsia tectorum. However, folks in that area struggle with the Cryptanthus so you can’t have it all unless you create very
conducive micro climates.
At any rate, here’s a few photos to give you an idea of the conference representation. Hope you will be at July’s meeting to see even more.

Tilandsia tectorum Award of Merit

Morris Henry Hobbs
Best of Show
(played music also)

Exhibit and Sales Areas...

Exhibit loaded with Tilandsias….
(note the chair and the Aztec calendar)..
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1968-2018
50 years…and still growing
By Linda Whipkey
Good publicity is always good. The Houston society has
always put credence to this fact. In the 1980’s, many articles appeared to promote bromeliads as a hobby plant. In
June of 1988, for example, an article in the Houston Post
appeared, namely “Beautiful Bunch of Bromeliads. It described the plants and their care.
The Houston Post (now defunct) had published an article
in September of 1985. And, although it was recounting the
adventures of two young men from Beaumont, it served to
continue the educational component of our society. Warren Loose and Bob Whitman took a 250 mile trek to Brazil.
They collected in mountain jungles that were quiet and
lush. Warren remarked that it wasn’t like the “Tarzan movies” of the past. They put some of their collected plants in
their luggage to save expenses since it would be cheaper
than sending the plants through the traditional mail routes.
They went on to establish a nursery specializing in
Cryptanthus.

In addition to newspaper articles calling attention to the
society, we learned that an Oklahoma society had established study groups in 1989: small gatherings where special topics were discussed by interested parties. To my
knowledge, we have never had a study group here in Houston. Maybe that would be a nice project. . Can someone
take the initiative to identify interests in study groups?
In 1989, Southern Living magazine did an article with color
photos of bromeliads. This national publication spread the
word about bromeliads throughout the country. The article
included color photos and a discussion of the plant culture.
The scrap books that I have from the early days of the society to the 1990’s consist of handouts, pamphlets, and
newspaper articles generated by our society for the education of the public about bromeliads. Publicity can generate
interest in our society and our beloved plants. It can also
help with sales, raffles and membership, as it did so many
years ago

What’s Blooming

Neo ‘Yellow King’

Neo ‘Sunday Picnic’
Neo ‘Skinny Mini’
Neo ‘Fire Cup’

Tilandsia abdita

Tilandsia ionantha
‘Fuego’
Tilandsia
caput-medusa

Vriesea fosteriana
8

WHIPKEY’S WORD
June 2018
Littoral

The other day I found several Quesnelia quesneliana
plants in the greenhouse. Some were in pots growing in
the shade. Some were growing in sun. In fact, in the past
some were quite happy growing and even blooming in the
compost pile. That is one tough plant. My curiosity was
peaked. I decided to do a little research on this survivor.

I looked up Quesnelia quesneliana in Bromeliads by Victoria Padilla and she said that it is: “A plant of the littoral in
the vicinity of Rio de Janeiro, found growing in the sand
almost at the ocean’s edge, forming impenetrable mats 3 to
4 foot deep that cover the seaside edge, and also found
growing on trees in open pastureland.”
Littoral, what an odd word. It was not at all familiar to me.
Ah, I thought, this calls for a little more research.
A Bromeliad Glossary defines littoral as: pertaining to the
seashore; coastal.
The Merriam Webster dictionary (https://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary) defines littoral as: of, relating to,
or situated or growing on or near a shore especially of the
sea.

Houston, I think we might have a match. A littoral plant is
one that grows on or near the seashore. That would imply
that it was one tough plant. It would have to endure strong
winds, bright sunlight, poor soil, salt spray, and little fresh
water. Sounds like a real tough plant to me, but what does
that tell us about its cultivation?
Littoral plants are survivors; so much so in fact it might be
possible to kill them with too much kindness. They would
probably prefer a certain amount of benign neglect. They
can survive in the shade, but should be much happier in
bright light. Growing near the ocean implies that they probably exhibit a certain amount of salt tolerance. As the soil
near the shore is usually well drained, the plants probably
do not like ‘wet feet’, but would appreciate fresh water in
their cups. You might want to go easy on the fertilizer. In
the wild they exist on a restricted diet.
A few plants that grow in the littoral are: Aechmea
blanchetiana, Aechmea comotata, Aechmea fosteriana,
Aechmea nudicaulis var cuspidata, Aechmea pectinata,
Billbergia amonea, Neoregelia cruenta, Neoregelia spectabilis, Pitcairnia moritziana, Portea petropolitana var petropolitana, Quesnelia quesneliana, Tillandsia araujea, and
Vriesea gigantea .

JUNE Birthdays
Cherie Lee
Billie Emanuel
Cathy Kuntz
John Sarkisian
David Garver
Gordon Stowe

6/1
6/9
6/12
6/12
6/13
6/17

JULY Birthdays
Dave Schneider
Maylon Adams
Allyn Perlman
Aaron Davila
Mary Cinotto

7/1
7/9
7/12
7/23
7/25
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APRIL 2018
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $61
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be June 17, 2018 and then July 5.

WINNERS

Cherie and Frank Lee

Billie Emanuel

Wray and Daryl Page

Elizabeth Fisher

John Schmidt

Vickey Gurka

David and Linda Whipkey

Elaine Kouzounis
Gordon Stowe
Visitor ...name not legible

REFRESHMENTS:
N to Z

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be June 7, 2018

Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and
last name begins with N thru Z group).
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with the
appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items at the
close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members
appreciate your help.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net

We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

Officers and Chairmen

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current year.

President

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Cherie Lee
Linda Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey

12/31/18
Ruby Adams
John Schmidt
I.

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org for
more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is mailed or emailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly
meetings. Articles and any other information pertinent to
bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with
proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

II.

Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson

12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
Committees of the Board
Annual Show
David Whipkey
Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman
Garden Tours
TBD
Historian
David Whipkey
Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members & Visitor
Register:
Noreen Tolman,
Ken Gardner
7. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
8. Raffle Plants
Frank Lee,
Cherie Lee
9 Show & Tell
John Schmidt
10. Seedlings
TBD
11. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Bromeliad
Society
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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