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UPCOMING EVENTS:

September 14-16
Southwest Guild Show
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

September 28-30
Golden Age of Bromeliads
Show and Sale
Judson Robinson, Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive, Houston, TX 77004
Neoregelia “Ariel’ by Earthstar Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, July 17, 2018
NEW TIME: 7:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKERS: David Whipkey and
Gordon Stowe
PROGRAM TITLE: “What, You Missed the World
Bromeliad Conference? We’ve Got You Covered!”
MEETING AGENDA:
•
Social Time and Member Plant Sales
•
President’s Welcome
•
Guest Speakers
•
Short Break for Refreshments / Plant Sale
•
Announcements & Committee Reports
•
Show & Tell
•
Adjournment
•
Plant Raffle

AUGUST PROGRAM: - Charlie Birdsong
“My Bromeliad Retrospective”
NEXT BOARD MEETING: July 19, 2018
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

December 1, 2018
Holiday Party
Los Tios on Westheimer
ADDITIONAL:
NEW MEMBERS

David Cruthirds
david@thecruthirdsreport.com
Jack Pine
jack.pine@icloud.com
Peg Raymond
mtraymond@frontiernet.net
Welcome… David, Jack and Peg!!

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE
If you are old enough to remember the Mickey Rooney/
Judy Garland “Let’s Put on A
Show” type movies, you
know that everyone pitched
in and turned the old barn or
faltering inn, etc. into a Hollywood worthy stage. Everyone magically had a job for
which they were well suited.
Well, we may not be a collection of Hollywood actors hanging out in an old barn, but
we are going to put on a Show. In fact, we are going to
put on two of them. Just like in the movies, we need to
pitch in to make our Shows happen. Everybody can volunteer for the job or jobs for which they are suited or, like
me, volunteer for those jobs which must be done. If our
Show Chair, David Whipkey, asks you to take on a task
for which he feels you are qualified, please agree to help
there or suggest another way that you would prefer to
help with the Show.

We hope you can be available throughout the BS/HI
Show on September 28 through September 30. If you can
be available on September 28, your participation will be
greatly appreciated. We anticipate that classification and
placement of show entries will take a bit longer this year.
We have committed to requiring the updated taxons be
used on entry sheets and entry cards. This will be a long
and painstaking undertaking for me and I doubt that I will

get everything right. Classification will have to correct my
mistakes as well as those of everyone else. Placement
will not be as difficult to work through as Classification,
but entries may arrive slower.
The Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana September 14 through September 16 provides
an opportunity to match your skills with the tasks to be
done there. Think of it as a tryout for those jobs for which
you have volunteered in Houston. Contact Charlie Birdsong in Baton Rouge to see who is chairing the various
committees and where you can best volunteer. The
SWBG Show may be in Baton Rouge, but it is a guildwide Show and we all share the responsibility to make
sure it is a success. If you can sing like Judy Garland,
maybe we can find a spot for you to do that too!
I hope several of you will take up Linda Whipkey’s challenge to create entries for the decorative container and
artistic arrangement sections of the Show. They are difficult to create, but extremely rewarding whether they are
awarded blue, red or even white ribbons. They express
your own point of view and artistic sensibility and that
gives them special and personal value. I am entering at
least one decorative container and one artistic arrangement this year. I also hope to be able to enter a miniature
arrangement in a 6” x 6” x 8” defined space. Why don’t
you join Linda and me in this challenge?

July’s Speakers
“What, You Missed the World Bromeliad Conference?
Don’t Worry, We’ve Got You Covered!”
David lives on the prairie west of Tomball with his wife Linda where they grow a variety
of plants. He has been gardening as long as he can remember.
David has been a member of the Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. for 30+ years and is
currently serving as the society’s Past President. He is also a member of the Cryptanthus Society International and is currently serving as the organization’s Vice-President.
He is a member of the Bromeliad Society International and has been designated as an
Internationally Accredited Master Bromeliad Judge by that organization.

David is a retired public school teacher and has been spending as much time as possible sharing his knowledge of and enthusiasm for growing Bromeliads.

Gordon has been an avid Bromeliad enthusiast since sometime around 2008. He has built 2
greenhouses and a covered Dyckia structure in his yard in addition to planting bromeliads in
ground garden areas. He currently serves on the board of directors.
Gordon aspires to become an expert in the growing of bromeliads but realizes that most of
you have an unreachable head start
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San Diego Home Tours
San Diego is temperate most of the year (very mild for us) with a hilly to mountainous terrain and little humidity. For
those reasons, plants that grow well here such as Cryptanthus, don’t thrive there but other plants such as Vrieseas that
don’t do particularly well here, are outstanding there. And succulents abound. We were fortunate to be invited to several homes there to see the abundance of gorgeous bromeliads as well as other tropical and/or temperate plants. It
was very educational and a good workout for us flatlanders.
Our generous hosts were:
Dan Kinnard and Eloise Lau
Robert and Karen Kopfstein
Scott Sandel and Jim Marich
Jim Bishop and Scott Borden

Dan Kinnard and Eloise Lau

A Lovely Lady gazes out over the canyon
at garden walk

In
The
Green
House

Rooftop View from A Dwelling
On the
garden
walk

Mosaic
Wall
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San Diego Home Tours
Scott Sandel and Jim Marich

Koi Pond

Tillandsia Wall

More in the Shade House

Serene area in back yard

“Zen” area in
Front garden

Bromeliads adorn the stairs

Dazzling Beauties Everywhere
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San Diego Home Tours
Jim Bishop and Scott Borden

Enjoy the walk through their magnificent garden of many earthly favorites...They did this all themselves!!
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1968-2018
50 years…and still growing
By Linda Whipkey
The year is 1979. What were you doing? Where were you? During the year, seedlings included Aechmeas, Billbergias
Houston? Texas? Or out of the country? Meanwhile…
and Neoregelias with Neos given out most often. Programs included trips to Mexico and Ecuador. September
brought the Bulb Mart on the 27-29. We took part in the
The Houston Bromeliad Society was being led by Danny
sale.
Graves as president. In January and February of that year,
no monthly bulletin was sent out. Help was needed to put
together articles and to get published. In August, the need The ninth Short Course was held in November with 26 stuwas still there in all bulletin departments.
dents. As always a $10 fee was collected and several lecThe 11th annual Bromeliad Show was held on May 19 and
20. There were 450 (!) entries with an Aechmea fasciata
taking best of show. Jimmy Antle brought home the prize.
The show theme was, Birds, Bees and Bromeliads. There
were lectures both days for the membership as well as the
public.

tures (including growing culture, fertilizing and mounting)
took place. An especially nice booklet (study guide) was
distributed to participants. From that class comes a bit of
advice: “If you want to have a fountain of youthful, vigorous bromeliads, get next to a fountain of curiosity.”

What’s Blooming

Neoregelia pendula
Neoregelia concentrica “Bullis”
Tillandsia
concolor x paucifolia

Tillandsia flabellata

Neoregelia “Mr. Odean”

Neoregelia “Petra”

Aechmea organensis (small form)
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WHIPKEY’S WORD
COMBO
July 2018
Cloud Forest
The other day I was looking at some pictures on the website Bromeliads in Australia (http://www.bromeliad.org.au/). One
of the plants that peaked my interest was Tillandsia macdougallii. Nice looking plant, but I couldn’t remember ever
seeing it in a collection in the Houston area. I checked several online plant sites that specialize in Tillandsias and
could not locate a single plant for sale.
I decided to look it up in the book Bromeliads by Victoria
Padilla to see if I could find some information about it. Ah,
yes, right there on page 93. “Found in the moist cloud forests...” Suddenly it was like robot B-9 from the TV shows
Lost in Space shouting “Danger, Will Robinson!” Some of
you might be asking why the term cloud forest sets of alarm
bells in my head. Let’s make cloud forest Whipkey’s
Word this month. After you see the definition, the reason
should become clear to you.

sunlight. Much of the available moisture derived from fog
condensation. Their elevations can range from 1500 to
13,000 feet. The annual rainfall can range from 20 to 375
inches/year, and the mean temperature is between 45 and
70 °F. There, can you see the problem?
We can keep plants in the shade. We can keep the humidity high. We can keep them wet. But, how many of us
can keep the temperature in the range of 45 and 70 °
F? Not me. My air-conditioned house is warmer than
that.

Take a look at the following list of cloud forest plants and
the altitude range in which they usually grow. The plants
highlighted in red I have seen growing in the Houston area. What do the plants in red have in common?

I turned to my old friend A Bromeliad Glossary for a definition and came up empty. My next try was the MerriamWebster dictionary located at https://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary . Cloud forest: a wet tropical
mountain forest at an altitude usually between 3000 and
8000 feet (1000 and 2500 meters) that is characterized by
a profusion of epiphytes and the presence of clouds even
in the dry season.Not a bad definition, but I think I can do
better.

Aechmea aripensis (2400 – 3100 feet), Aechmea fendleri
(900-4500 feet), Greigia steyermarkii (6400-7300 ft), Neoregelia concentrica (0-2400 ft), Nidularium innocentii (1000
ft), Tillandsia achyrostachys (6000 ft), Tillandsia erubescens (8000 – 9000 ft), Tillandsia lampropoda (8000 ft),
Tillandsia macdougallii (7500—9500 ft), Tillandsia ponderosa (3900 – 10,500 ft ), Vriesea altodaserrae (3000
ft), Vriesea heterostachys (0 – 4000 ft), Werauhia sintenisii
(2500 – 5000 ft), and Vriesea vagans (0 – 4500 ft).

Looking a bit further I found an article at https://
en.wikipedia.org on cloud forests. It was a bit long and
technical, so I will summarize it for you. A cloud forest,
also called a water forest, is a generally tropical or subtropical, evergreen, mountainous, moist forest characterized by
a low-level cloud cover that reduces the amount of direct

You probably got it. Cloud forests seldom occur at altitudes lower than 1500 feet. The plants in red all sometimes grow at low altitudes. I would assume that there are
different clones of these plants. Some grow at low altitudes
and some at higher altitudes. Get the correct clone, and
you have a chance.
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BIRTHDAYS
Check out AUGUST
(3 on the same day; 2 on the same day!!!!)
JULY Birthdays
Dave Schneider
Maylon Adams
Allyn Perlman
Aaron Davila
Mary Cinotto

7/1
7/9
7/12
7/23
7/25

August birthdays
Sam Chism
Joe Sandel
Flo Adams
Scherie Townes
Gordon Rowell
Kim Merchant

8/2
8/5
8/8
8/13
8/17
8/20

Troy Merchant
Jan Garver
Joanne Woolsey

8/24
8/24
8/24

Gary Gallick

8/27

Dr. Steve Reynolds
Charlien Rose

8/31
8/31

Rally … A Challenge for September’s Show From Linda Whipkey
Hi. It’s just me. I am entering the artistic portion of our
show in September. I want to challenge you to do the
same. The artistic category of shows include Decorative
containers and artistic arrangements of bromeliads. I’m
looking at some decorative containers, art and arrangements to create.

Artistic arrangement must have a theme or relate to the
show’s theme. Ours this year is 50 years of Bromeliads.
Floral design of broms and/or bromeliad foliage, roots,
flowers or stolons can be displayed with other natural
plant material and/or man-made materials. Artificial plant
material like silk flowers may not be used. Broms or their
parts may be dried or fresh. Fresh broms cannot be paintDecorative containers are containing plants or pups of the ed. Accessories are allowed.
same or different species in a non-standard container.
The container should be pleasing in proportion and color
If you are in for a challenge, take mine and put on your
balance with the plant. Originality and uniqueness are im- thinking caps. Experiment with “things” and your plants.
portant. It also includes dish gardens and decorative bas- Take a look at arrangements. Look for interesting decorakets. Plants can be place in containers just prior to registive containers that match your plants’ colors and forms.
tration.
Take up my challenge for the September Bromeliad Show
in Houston. Sept. 28-30!
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June 2018
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $43
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be July 15.

WINNERS

Ruby Adams

Midge Gorman

John / Mary Edmonson

Vickey Gurka

Cherie Lee

Jack Pine

Troy Merchant

Gordon Stowe

Carole / Rick Richtmyer

Shirl Stowe

Kathy Stahl
Faye Stansberry

REFRESHMENTS:
A to M
The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be July 5 then August 2.

Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and
last name begins with N thru Z group).
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with the
appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items at the
close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members
appreciate your help.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston

Officers and Chairmen
President

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Cherie Lee
Linda Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey

This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current
year.

12/31/18
Ruby Adams
John Schmidt
I.

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings. Articles
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.

Please have articles to the editor
mary@edmonsonphoto.com before end of the month.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

II.

Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson

12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
Committees of the Board
Annual Show
David Whipkey
Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman
Garden Tours
TBD
Historian
David Whipkey
Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members & Visitor
Register:
Noreen Tolman,
Ken Gardner
7. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
8. Raffle Plants
Frank Lee,
Cherie Lee
9 Show & Tell
John Schmidt
10. Seedlings
TBD
11. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Bromeliad
Society
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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