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UPCOMING EVENTS:

September 14-16
Southwest Guild Show
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

September 28-30
Golden Age of Bromeliads
Show and Sale
Judson Robinson, Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive, Houston, TX 77004

Neoregelia “Old Flame” by Earthstar Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, August 21, 2018
NEW TIME: 7:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

December 1, 2018
Holiday Party in lieu of Meeting
Los Tios on Westheimer

PROGRAM SPEAKER: Charlie Birdsong

ADDITIONAL:

PROGRAM TITLE: “My Bromeliad Retrospective”
MEETING AGENDA:
•
Social Time and No Member Plant Sale
•
President’s Welcome
•
Announcements & Committee Reports
•
Show & Tell
•
Short Break for Refreshments
•
Guest Speaker
•
Adjournment
•
Plant Raffle
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM: - Dennis Cathcart
“A Short Visit to Colombia and Collecting The
World's Largest Tillandsia”
NEXT BOARD MEETING: November 15, 2018
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

Editor’s Note:
Have a request...if you have any growing
tips, ideas or things you’d like to share,
please feel free to forward to me to include
in our newsletter. We’d all like to hear about
your experiences.
This month, we’re featuring “Confessions of
a Tillandsia Addict” by Theresa Sandberg.
Theresa has a great time with these fascinating plants and she is sharing her tips,
techniques, tilly pottery, and just plain good
fun with us.
Also, thank you to Cherie Lee, Rick and
Carole Richtmyer and David Whipkey for
“their bloomers”!
Cheers!

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE
Driving to work one day last
week I realized the new
school year is almost upon
us. My teacher friends will
be going back to school soon
and school zones and student parent drivers with their
single-minded focus will follow. Can September be far
behind? My purpose in stating the above is to remind us
all that the year is closer to
the end than the beginning
and September is going to be a very busy time for all of
us.

And speaking of the BS/HI Annual Show, that is coming
up September 28, 29 and 30. We have opportunities for
you to put those volunteer skills you used in Baton Rouge
to good use here. I’m busy these days dealing with some
of the damage from neglect while I was away. I’m repotting plants, renaming some as I go along. I’ve found a
few plants that I can take to Baton Rouge and they can
probably make the shorter trip to the BS/HI Show.

I have also found once again just how difficult it is to complete an artistic entry. The effort is a constant series of
choices and none are particularly right or wrong. Admittedly, some ideas which pop into your head are not feasible and you discard them without even trying to make
them work. There are variations of colors, textures and
finishes-some of which work better than others, but your
The Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and Sale in Baton own judgement is your only guide. It can be very rewarding however. I hope several of you take up the challenge.
Rouge is scheduled for September 14, 15 and 16. If
you have not registered for this event, I urge you to do so
now. Charlie Birdsong of the host affiliate is our schedDon
uled guest speaker this month. Please take the opportunity to speak with Charlie and find how you can help
with the Show and Sale. I’m sure Charlie and his Committee Chairs still have a lot of opportunities for volunteers.

August’s Speaker: Charlie Birdsong “My Bromeliad Retrospective”
I developed my interest in Bromeliads from my parents in the late
1960’s in New Orleans. I moved away from the plants to Baton
Rouge in 1963 to attend LSU and have lived there ever since. After
college I started my collection with Mulford Foster plants my parents
and I had been given by Erik Knoblock. I brought my small collection
to Baton Rouge and moved them in and out when the cold weather
came.

In 1975 we started the Bromeliad Society of Baton Rouge. As a charter member I have served in every office over the years and still serve
the Society today as President. I serve as the Vice-president of the
Southwest Bromeliad Guild. I also joined the BSI in 1975 and have
attended many World Conferences and have chaired the auction at
five Conferences and serve as the Chairman of the BSI Affiliate
Shows Committee.
I co-chaired the Southwest Guild and Cryptanthus show in Baton
Rouge in 2009 and am the Chair of the 2018 Southwest Guild Show. I am serving the BSI as the Affiliate Shows Chairman since January 2010 and am a past BSI Director for the Central District.
After years of trying to get a judging school in New Orleans, I joined the school in Houston. I am now a Master Judge
and have judged well over 100 Shows since accreditation in 1996. I serve the BSI on the Judges Handbook revision
committee through the Judges Certification Committee from our District. I have the pleasure of working closely with the
Judges in Australia.
I have had many opportunities to speak about my favorite plants at local Garden Societies and other plant groups and
Bromeliad Societies throughout Louisiana, Texas, Florida and even Australia.
I have also had articles in the BSI Journal and Local Society Plant bulletins. I have contributed a number of short articles
for the Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society bulletin Potpourri.
I grow many Genera and although Billbergias are favorites, most of my over five thousand plants are Neoregelias. I am
fortunate to have daughters living in Florida. Under the excuse of a Grandpa visit I have been able to make many trips to
see Society Shows and visit vendors every year and should continue in the future.
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Confessions of a Tillandsia Addict
Theresa Sandberg
I remember my first purchase. It was a driftwood arrangement of several
unlabeled whimsical plants from a grocery store florist in 2010. Of
course, being totally ignorant of what these plants were, I quickly killed
most of them.

T. aeranthos amethyst
and T. elissa

Along the way, I purchased a handful more plants that were sold as
low maintenance ‘just needs air’ airplants.
I killed those also. Fast forward to 2015.

T. ionanthus

I finally learned that these are tillandsias!!! I was completely fascinated by the many shapes,
textures, colors and personalities of these plants. With some
starter plants from friends, a trip to Jimbo’s, the discovery of Facebook’s Planet Tillandsia and mail order sources, I became
hopelessly addicted. And my husband was my enabler...urging
me to shop and coming up with solutions to plant care challenges.

T. chiapensis

Now 3 years later, I still madly love everything tillandsia, but my
kill rate has drastically decreased as I have learned so much from
BS/HI members, Planet Tillandsia and from the plants themselves. Even though there are many resources for tillandsia care,
I have learned that everyone’s environment and growing practices
are different.

T. lorentziana

Following are lessons from growing my tillandsias outdoors. Adjust them for your tillandsias as you will discover your
experiences will be different even if we live in the same area.
•

Start with cheaper plants, because you will kill some in the learning journey.
• Know your plants. Tillandsias come from so many different habitats and I am doing an unnatural thing by making them all live outdoors in the Woodlands. This is relevant to watering,
temperature and light requirements.
• Mail order the plants in the spring, so that they are not totally shocked with the transition
from their perfect nursery to our Houston summers. I have a staging area for new plants, with
extra ventilation and shade to slowly acclimate them.

• Ventilate, ventilate, ventilate. I have not met a tillandsia who doesn’t like ventilation from a
fan or natural breeze.
T. usenoides,
T. recurvata
•

• Know seasons, when our wonderful winter sun changes to
scorcher. That’s when I go from full all day sunshine to using the
shade cloth on zip lines or retractable awning for a few hours.

Watch the weather forecast. If I know we’d have several days of constant rain, I bring
certain xeric plants under the covered patio or indoors. But if it’s wet and cold, I bring
all the plants in.

T. bulbosa

•

Use a water filter. Rain water is always best, but the plants are happier since I added the filter to the hose. And
always clear the water in the hose first...in case it’s too hot from sitting in the sun or too cold in the winter, although
I water much less in the winter.

•

Have a winter plan. Long cold spells are miserable times for me and the plants, as they have no where else to
shelter except in my quilt room. I’m learning which plants can tolerate cold so that I can leave them outside. It
matters how quickly the temperature changes; a gradual change is more forgiving allowing plants to adjust versus a sudden drop in temperature. I’m also learning how much humidifier to use. Last winter, I manage to destroy a large Wonga clump with too much humidity and not enough ventilation.
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Confessions of a Tillandsia Addict (Continued)
Theresa Sandberg
• Practice tough love vs too much love. Err on the side of less water. Most tillandsias are surprisingly resilient, and I still have 2 of the original plants from that first driftwood purchase!
• Have fun. This is the most important lesson. I have discovered that
everyone’s definition of fun is also different; some of us like to show and
compete, some like to judge and teach, some like to shop, some are inspired by the plants to create art.
Me? I love to photograph the plants and to create ceramic vessels for
them. Do what makes you happy.

T. duratii
T. streptophylla

SHOW AND TELL TIME

Cryptanthus “Shiraz”
C. Richtmyer
Aechmea orlandiana
“Rainbow’
(D. Whipkey)

Aechmea rubens (seedling)
(D. Whipkey)
Canistrum triangulare
(F. Haase)

Rokautskyia pseudoscoposa
C. Richtmyer

Catopsis subulata
C. Richtmyer

Neoregelia pendulata x
eleutheropetala
C. Richtmyer

Vriesea scalaris
C. Richtmyer
Troy’s Tillandsias—Troy Merchant
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August 2018
Bloomers

Orthophytum ataliensis
Tillandsia
‘Scarlet Fountain’

Tillandsia ‘Silver Trinket’

Tillandsia 'Willie Rose'

Tillandsia
'Jackie Loinaz'

Araeococcus pariflorus

Cryptanthus ‘Lime Sprite’

Tillandsia concolor

Orthophytum ‘Conquistensis’

Aechmea fulgens

Ananas ‘Mini Me’

Ananas ‘Varigatas’

Neoregelia ‘Medallion’

Ananas ‘Ivory’

Tillandsia capitata 'Yellow'
xSincoregelia 'Ecstasy'

Aechmea blanchetiana
'Orange'
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1968-2018
50 years…and still growing
By Linda Whipkey
April 3, 1987
Behold the Bromeliad by Bob Flagg for the Houston Post.
“There’s a trick to making a bromeliad pup bloom. In nature, the flower is triggered by the decomposition of bugs
and debris that fall into the cup or ‘tank.’ The ethylene gas
given off by the decaying matter seems to make it bloom.
One bromeliad buff catches June bugs each year and
stores them in his freezer. When he thinks on of his pups
is mature enough to bloom, he plops a frozen bug into the
cup. Sure enough, it will bloom.”
“If freezing bugs doesn’t appeal to you, use the apple trick.
When a bromeliad is mature – and that’s hard to tell – lay
a few apple slices ibn the soil in the pot. Cover with a
plastic baggie for exactly one week. The decaying apple
gives off the gas that makes them bloom. Remove the
baggie and mark exactly six weeks on the calendar. If
your bromeliad is mature enough, it’ll bloom. If not, wait a
bit and try again.”

Well, neither of these methods of coaching the broms to
bloom is verifiable. The first one is partially true. Ethylene
gas is released by bugs and debris as they decompose.
This debris becomes compost and gives nourishment to
the plant. And, as you know, not all broms have cups. And,
if the brom is mature enough, chances are, will bloom anyway at some time (some are very lazy though). Placing
dead bugs in the cups (even frozen ones) probably won’t
do anything to encourage the process of sexual reproduction (always a science teacher).
The apple trick will produce ethylene gas and major growers use it in the cups of Neoregelias, Aechmeas etc. to get
them to bloom. Apples may or may not work. If you try it,
use a whole apple to produce enough gas and it might
help to put the plant in a plastic bag to trap the gas.

If you try either or both of these tips and they work, let us
know.

SHOW AND TELL….It’s Time to Shine
Show and Tell is one of the more educational
components of the BS/HI. To that end, it’s great when we
can highlight the beautiful and unique plants our members
are kind enough to gather and bring to the meetings. As
you well know, hauling plants around is no small task …
keeping them fresh and free from travel damage.

Enclosing a name tag for the Show and Tell so you can fill
it out (type or handwritten) prior to the event so you and
your plants can be known/recognized. I prefer to type tags
as reading my handwriting is not the easiest task. Whatever works for you so that you ensure your plants are recognized and appreciated and we learn.

Therefore, if you do go to the effort of highlighting your
beauties, you want to have them shown to their best advantage by recognizing you and your plant’s name.

No worries if you don’t get to it before a meeting, but it will
save time. And with our shorter meetings...

Food donation sign-up sheets for the BSH Show/Sale on September 29th and 30th, will be circulated at the August and September BSH Meetings. If you cannot attend one of these meetings, but will be participating in the
Show/Sale, please e-mail Verna Powers at vernast@yahoo.com, or call 281-513-0209, what your food contribution will be.
Please, PLEASE -- keep in mind we do not have a stove (or oven) available and may not have a microwave. Please plan your food accordingly (already cooked, crock pot or electric skillet, or warmer plate for hot
foods, etc.). Also, if possible, extension cords might help.
As always, the Hospitality Committee thanks you.
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WHIPKEY’S WORD
August 2018
Desert
Many view a desert area as being hot, dry, and lifeless.
Well, this is not always true. In all but the driest of areas,
life finds a way to survive. A desert doesn’t sound like a
great place for Bromeliads to live does it? But remember,
they’re tough. Let’s look for a proper definition for the word
desert.
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary (https://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary/) defines desert as:
arid land with usually sparse vegetation; especially: such land
having a very warm climate and receiving
less than 25 centimeters (10 inches)
of sporadic rainfall annually
an area of water apparently devoid of life
a desolate or forbidding area - lost in
a desert of doubt

I think this definition describes most areas that are usually
considered to be desert, as well as the Caatinga region of
Brazil and other similar areas.
What kind of plant can survive in a hostile environment like
this? It must tolerate massive amounts of sunlight, minimal
amounts of water, and low soil fertility. Oh, let’s add in the
fact that somehow it needs to reproduce. That is quite the
difficult task. But remember these are true xeric plants.

Let me make it clear that because a plant can live in a desert, does not usually mean that it must only live there.
Most desert plants also subsist in less hostile areas. Desert plants can withstand long periods of hot, dry conditions, but they would probably prefer life to be a little easier.
I have seen photographs of xeric plants in the wild. In my
opinion, they don’t look very pretty. In fact they usually
look quite bedraggled. A little more moisture and a little
Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desert) defines de- less sunlight just might work wonders on their appearance.
sert as:
Most xeric Bromeliads can adapt to the conditions here on
A large, dry, barren region, usually having sandy or the Gulf Coast if we take a few precautions.
rocky soil with little or no vegetation. Water lost to
evaporation and transpiration in a desert exceeds For the terrestrial desert plants, you want the soil to be well
the amount of precipitation; most deserts average drained. Do not add a large quantity of organic matter.
less than 25 centimeters (10 inches) of precipita- Use a relatively large pot, as they develop a robust root
tion each year, usually concentrated in short local
system. Go easy on the water and the fertilizer as they can
bursts.
easily become overgrown and distorted in shape. They
can tolerate full sun, but would prefer some shade during
Looks like the Wikipedia and Merriam-Webster definitions
the heat of the day. In the wild many of the smaller plants
have a lot in common.
grow in the shade cast by their larger companions.

After looking at both of them I am going to define a desert
as:
an area of rocky or sandy soil where the yearly rate
of evaporation exceeds the yearly amount of rainfall. The rain that does fall is usually confined to a
short period of time.

For the epiphytic desert plants, you will need to grow them
on the dry side. They appreciate water, but don’t like to
stay wet for long periods of time. As with the terrestrials,
they also prefer not to be baked in the hot midday sun, and
they don’t want massive amounts of fertilizer.
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BIRTHDAYS
AUGUST : 3 on the same day; 2 on the same day!!!!
SEPTEMBER: 2 sets on the same day!!
LOTS of Birthdays: August has 12 and September has 15
August birthdays
Sam Chism
Joe Sandel
Flo Adams
Scherie Townes
Gordon Rowell
Kim Merchant
Troy Merchant
Jan Garver
Joanne Woolsey
Gary Gallick
Dr. Steve Reynolds
Charlien Rose

8/2
8/5
8/8
8/13
8/17
8/20
8/24
8/24
8/24
8/27
8/31
8/31

SEPTEMBER birthdays
Tommy Emanuel
John Schmidt
Clint Martin
Kathy Stahl
Noreen Tolman
Phil Speer
Don Green
Alan Raymond
Chris Krumrey
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
Jimmy Woolsey
Galen Younger
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page

Hi, Everyone.

9/3
9/5
9/8
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/20
9/21
9/22

Linda’s Challenge

Judging takes place on Saturday morning.
Please see me at the meeting for some hints.

Hope you are all well and busy with your plants. Remember, they need TLC too. I’m just reminding you to enter the
show in September with a decorative container or an artistic arrangement …or both!

If art isn’t your thing, the horticulture category is where you can
shine. You could win a novice
award if you haven’t ever entered
At the August meeting, you will be able to pick up the entry before. It’s a lot of fun and there’s
plenty to do to make the show a
form, the tag you need for each piece and the rules for
showing (the schedule). You can also pick up those materi- success.
als at the show on Friday, the 28 th.
It’s time to start showing your
plants!
Friday is the day to check in your plants at the classification
table. After check in, the plant is placed in the judging area.
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July 2018
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $61
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be September 16.

WINNERS

John / Mary Edmonson

John Edmonson

Cherie Lee

Billie Emanuel

Carole / Rick Richtmyer

Vickey Gurka

David & Linda Whipkey

Troy Merchant

Gloria Spacek
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe
Audrey VanWright
David Whipkey

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be September 6.

REFRESHMENTS:
A to M
Everyone should contribute when it is their
turn. Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and
last name begins with N thru Z group).
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with the
appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items at
the close of the meeting!

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and
Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston

Officers and Chairmen
President

Don Green
1226 Fountain View
Houston, TX 77057
713-252-9879
greensarkisian@att.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Cherie Lee
Linda Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
David Whipkey

This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.
There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current
year.

12/31/18
Ruby Adams
John Schmidt
I.

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings. Articles
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.

Please have articles to the editor
mary@edmonsonphoto.com before end of the month.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

II.

Board of Directors
Term Expires
12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson

12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Cherie Lee
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
David Whipkey/
Don Green
Committees of the Board
Annual Show
David Whipkey
Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman
Garden Tours
TBD
Historian
David Whipkey
Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members & Visitor
Register:
Noreen Tolman,
Ken Gardner
7. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
8. Raffle Plants
Frank Lee,
Cherie Lee
9 Show & Tell
John Schmidt
10. Seedlings
TBD
11. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer
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Bromeliad
Society
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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