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Cryptanthus ‘Fire and Ice’ by Earthstar Designs 

 

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, January 15, 2019 
NEW TIME:  7:00 P.M. 

Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019 
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:  Sherri Harrah, Buyer, 
Plants for All Seasons 
 
PROGRAM TITLE:  "The Secret Life of the Soil " 
What's in a healthy soil and why each component 
is important in plant health. 
 
MEETING AGENDA:  
•    Social Time and NO Member Plant Sale 

•    President’s Welcome 

•    Announcements & Committee Reports 

•    Show & Tell 

•    Short Break for Refreshments   

•    Guest Speaker       

•    Adjournment 

•    Plant Raffle 

 

FEBRUARY PROGRAM:  Jeff Heiler,  
Mercer Arboretum.  What is the status of Mercer. 
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING:   January 17, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
  

 

BS/HI 
Annual Show and Sale 

May 3 thru 5, 2019 
Judson Robinson, Jr. Community 

Center  

 

The 2020  
World Bromeliad Conference 

(WBC2020)  
  

Sarasota, Florida, USA,  
Tuesday, June 9th thru  

Saturday, June 13th, 2020.  
 

This will celebrate the  
70th Anniversary of the  

Bromeliad Society International  
and a Celebration it will be! 

2019 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
You may mail to: 
Allyn Pearlman, Membership Chairperson 
6422 Bankside Drive   
Houston 77096  
 
or  
 
pay at the January and February meetings. 
 

  Memberships not paid by the end of  
February will be DELETED 
 from the 2019 Yearbook. 
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PRESIDENT’S   
PAGE 
 
Happy New Year!  I 
hope you all had a 
wonderful holiday and 
are looking forward to 
another year filled with 
Bromeliads.   
 
I would first like to 
thank all the officers, board of directors, committee chair-
persons, and everyone who volunteered over the past 
year to make our society work.  A special thanks to Don 
Green for his two years of serving as our President, Linda 
Whipkey for serving as Secretary last year, and Ruby Ad-
ams and John Schmidt for serving on the Board of Direc-
tors for the past three years.  I know we all appreciate the 
time and effort they put into their roles.      
 
2019 should be another great year.  Our Vice-President 
and program chairperson, Linda Whipkey, has been hard 

at working setting up informative and interesting pro-
grams for us all to enjoy.  If anyone has any program sug-
gestions, I’m sure she would be interested in hearing 
about them.  Our other officers and committee chairper-
sons are all in place and starting to work.   I know they 
would appreciate help so please don’t hesitate to step up 
and offer your assistance.  This is a group effort so 
please volunteer.   
 
Other activities coming up this year include our show and 
sale May 3-5 which will be held again at Judson Robinson 
Community Center.  David Whipkey will be our show 
chair and there are always lots of opportunities to partici-
pate.  In October, the Southwest Guild Show and Sale will 
be held by the Corpus Christi Bromeliad Society and I 
hope you all will be able to make it.  They are a small 
group but have stepped up to take on this rather large 
task.  I’m sure they would appreciate some help especial-
ly during the event.  
 
Our first meeting of the year is coming up quickly.  Keep 

warm and I hope to see you all there.  Cherie Lee 

 

 

Big BS/HI Welcome!! 
 

Ellen Baskerville  
 

mizellen@gmail.com 
 
  

Cinnamon Powder 
For Rot 

CINNAMON POWDER FOR ROT -from the 
September, 2017 issue of the newsletter of the Far 
North Counties Bromeliad Study Group (Australia): 
 
John showed an Orthophytum burle-marxii which 
had flowered.  
 
He removed some pups from the mother plant 
which was not in very good condition by this stage; 
it was showing some signs of rot.  
 

John put a spoonful of cinnamon powder in the cen-
ter of the plant which he reports helps dry out the 
rot.  
 
Due to this action the plant produced another four 
pups. 
 
John highly recommends dusting with 
cinnamon powder when you cut off a pup or if you 
have center rot.  Clean it out, dust with cinnamon 
and put it aside for a month. 

mailto:mizellen@gmail.com
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Happy New Year!  I am not sure, but I think winter has fi-
nally arrived.  Winter Houston style is dreary, cold, windy, 
and wet.  Today is one of those rare cool, sunny days when 
I want to get out and work in the yard. 
 
Only one problem, the yard is like a swamp.  Five inches of 
rain in the past 3 days will tend to do that.  All that rain got 
me to thinking about water, or as my old high school chem-
istry teacher called it pure 18 molar dihydrogen monoxide.  
That name is not frequently used.  People usually just call it 
water.  Let us make water the word of the month. 
 
The Merriam-Webster dictionary (https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary ) defines water as:   
 

1a: the liquid that descends from the clouds as 
rain, forms streams, lakes, and seas, and is a ma-
jor constituent of all living matter and that when 
pure is an odorless, tasteless, very slightly com-
pressible liquid oxide of hydrogen H2O which ap-
pears bluish in thick layers, freezes at 0° C and 
boils at 100° C, has a maximum density at 4° C 
and a high specific heat, is feebly ionized to hydro-
gen and hydroxyl ions, and is a poor conductor of 
electricity and a good solvent 
 
b: a natural mineral water —usually used in plural 

 
What I find most important is the part of the definition that 
states:  “is a major constituent of all living matter”.  Wow, 
life as we know it is impossible without water.  There are 
many types of water:  rain, RO (reverse osmosis), distilled, 
tap, well, surface... I am sure you get the picture. 
 
Water that contains a large amount of dissolved minerals 
(hard water) or conversely, water with too few minerals 
can cause problems.  Look at the harm lead in the water 
caused in Flint Michigan or at the sunny San Joaquin Val-
ley in California where sodium chloride, in the form of sea 
salt, is making farm land unusable.   
 
Unfortunately, not just any water is suitable for us or for our 
plants.  Try growing a plant hydroponically in pure water 
and it will die.   
 
But let’s talk Bromeliads.  They like ‘soft’ water.  ‘Soft’ wa-

ter is water that has very few impurities in it.   Probably the 
best ‘soft’ water is rain water that has percolated through 
the trees and shrubs.  On its way down, it will pickup up all 
kinds of good substances, like bird manure and a little bit of 
acid.  ‘Soft’ rain water with a little fertilizer is a lovely treat 
for a beautiful Bromeliad.  The best water for your plants 
should be on the ‘soft’ side and slightly acidic with a pH of 
4.0-7.0.  
 
Being as most of us don’t have access to large quantities of 
rain water; the next best thing is probably water that has 
been softened artificially.  If you only have a few plants, you 
can purchase a couple of gallons drinking or distilled water 
at the local grocery store.   
 
For larger quantities of ‘soft’ water, you will need to turn to 
device such as a reverse osmosis machine.  This machine 
forces tap water through a semipermeable polymeric mem-
brane.  The polymeric (plastic) sheet inside the machine 
has very small holes in it.  The holes are large enough for 
water to pass through, but small enough that the impurities 
such as calcium, sodium, and magnesium are blocked.   
 
The ‘soft’ water from a Reverse Osmosis machine is differ-
ent from the ‘soft’ water you get from most home water 
softeners.  Most home water softener systems use sodium 
in the form of salt to replace the calcium and magnesium in 
the water.  That type of water should NEVER be used on 
your plants.  It will do them great damage.  You don’t want 
a problem like the one that they have in the San Joaquin 
Valley.  Calcium and magnesium are bad, but sodium can 
be deadly. 
 
All things considered, this is not a perfect world.  Bromeli-
ads are tough.  With a little care most of us can use well 
water or tap water to water our plants without doing them 
much harm.  It is not a perfect situation, but for most people 
it is adequate.  
 
If you are in this situation, you need to make sure that the 
water in the cups of your plants is refreshed on a regular 
basis.  You can do this by emptying out the old water on a 
regular basis and replacing it with fresh water, or you can 
flush the cup with fresh water every time you water.  The 
important thing is to not let the same water stay in the cup 
for a long period of time. 

 
Whipkey’s Word   

 January 2019 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary
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WHAT’S BLOOMING at David and Linda’s 
JANUARY 2019 

Aechmea blanchetiana 
hybrid 

Aechmea orlandiana 

Aechmea racinae var. 
tubiformis bloom 

Aechmea recurvata var. 
benrathii 

Aechmea 'Xavante' 

Aechmea bracteata 'Caribbean 
form' 

Billbergia probably saundersii 

Aechmea 
'Suenos' 

Aechmea chantinii 'Shogun'  
bloom 
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WHAT’S BLOOMING at David and Linda’s 
JANUARY 2019 

Orthophytum saxicola 

Tillandsia araujei 

Tillandsia 'Candy Corn' 

Tillandsia 'Cotton Candy' 

Tillandsia stricta - Tillandsia ionantha -  
Tillandsia 'Cotton Candy' 
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Pineapple Powers 
From Margo Racca 

The pineapple is a member of 
the bromeliad family. 
It is extremely rare that bromeli-

ads produce edible fruit. The pineapple is the only availa-
ble edible bromeliad today. 
 
It is a multiple fruit. One pineapple is actually made up of 
dozens of individual floweret's that grow together to form 
the entire fruit. Each scale on a pineapple is evidence of a 
separate flower. 
 
Pineapples stop ripening the minute they are picked. 
No special way of storing them will help ripen them further. 
Color is relatively unimportant in determining ripeness. 
Choose your pineapple by smell.  If it smells fresh, tropical 
and sweet, it will be a good fruit.  The more scales on the 
pineapple, the sweeter and juicier the taste. 
 
After you cut off the top, you can plant it.  It should grow 
much like a sweet potato will.  
 
This delicious fruit is not only sweet and tropical; it also 
offers many benefits to our health. Pineapple is a remark-
able fruit. 
 
We find it enjoyable because of its lush, sweet and exotic 
flavor, but it may also be one of the most healthful foods 
available today.  If we take a more detailed look at it, we 
will find that pineapple is valuable for easing indigestion, 
arthritis or sinusitis. 
 
The juice has an anthelmintic effect; it helps get rid of in-
testinal worms. 
 
Let's look at how pineapple affects other conditions. 
 
Pineapple is high in manganese, a mineral that is critical 
to development of strong bones and connective tissue. A 
cup of fresh pineapple will give you nearly 75% of the rec-
ommended daily amount. 

 
It is particularly helpful to older 
adults, whose bones tend to 
become brittle with age. 
 
Bromelain, a proteolytic enzyme, is the key to pineapple's 
value.  Proteolytic means "breaks down protein", which is 
why pineapple is known to be a digestive aid. It helps the 
body digest proteins more efficiently.  Bromelain is also 
considered an effective anti-inflammatory. 
 
Regular ingestion of at least one half cup of fresh pineap-
ple daily is purported to relieve painful joints common to 
osteoarthritis. It also produces mild pain relief. 
 
In Germany, bromelain is approved as a post-injury medi-
cation because it is thought to reduce inflammation and 
swelling. 
 
Orange juice is a popular liquid for those suffering from a 
cold because it is high in Vitamin C. Fresh pineapple is not 
only high in this vitamin, but because of the Bromelain, it 
has the ability to reduce mucous in the throat.  If you have 
a cold with a productive cough, add pineapple to your diet. 
It is commonly used in Europe as a post-operative meas-
ure to cut mucous after certain sinus and throat opera-
tions. 
 
Those individuals who eat fresh pineapple daily report 
fewer sinus problems related to allergies. In and of itself, 
pineapple has a very low risk for allergies. 
 
Pineapple is also known to discourage blood clot develop-
ment. This makes it a valuable dietary addition for fre-
quent fliers and others who may be at risk for blood clots. 
 
An old folk remedy for morning sickness is fresh pineapple 
juice. It really works!  Fresh juice and some nuts first thing 
in the morning often make a difference.  
 

Growth History of a  
Deuterocohnia brevifolia 

From D. Whipkey 
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 Mark Your Calendars; 
 
The 2020 World Bromeliad Conference (WBC2020) will be held in Sarasota, Florida, USA, Tuesday, June 9th thru Sat-
urday, June 13th, 2020. This will celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the Bromeliad Society International and a Celebra-
tion it will be! 
 
The hotel/venue contract has just been executed by our President and Treasurer. Planning is already underway by our 
Conference Co-Chairs, Greg Kolojeski (BSI Director) and Marian Kennell (President of the Sarasota Bromeliad Socie-
ty). I particularly like this conference leadership arrangement, as it will provide direct report to the BSI without interrup-
tion or interpretation. The BSI will be fully in charge and responsible for its own World Conference with the assistance of 
the local affiliate, the Sarasota Bromeliad Society.  
 
Additional details and information will be available in our January BSI Newsletter emailed to our members. I might add, 
we’ll continue to take advantage of this electronic means of communicating details as they become available. Additional 
information will be found online at BSI.org and in The Journal, after the emailing to members in January.  
 
Just a sneak peek at some information on our venue, the Sarasota Hyatt Regency;   
- $149 room rate, with all rooms providing water views 
- free parking to both hotel guests and conference visitors 
- centrally located in waterfront downtown location  
- no resort fees, lots of family entertainment opportunities  
- ample facilities to accommodate our group of 200+/- participants  
- conveniently located near Marie Selby Botanical Gardens and several internationally renowned bromeliad growers  
- more information on the hotel and its amenities can be found at http://sarasota.regency.hyatt.com/ 
 
And as we look forward to 2019, I’d like to thank everyone for all you do, to make the BSI a stronger organization. Both 
Greg and Marian will need the assistance of everyone to make our 70th Anniversary - WBC2020 a huge success, I 
hope you’ll lend a helping hand.  
 
Start spreading the word: This 2020 Conference is not to be missed! 
 

 
The 2020 World Bromeliad Conference (WBC2020)  

For Reference...and for New Members.. 
Explore and Find More 

Bromeliad Cultivar Registry   http://registry.bsi.org/ 
 
Bromeliad Society Houston http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/ 
 
Bromeliad Society International http://www.bsi.org/new/ 
 
Bird Rock Tropicals  https://www.birdrocktropicals.com/ 
 
Cryptanthus Society International   http://fcbs.org/cryptanthussociety/membership.html  
 
Florida Council of Bromeliad Societies    http://fcbs.org/ 
 
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens https://selby.org/ 
 
Mercer Botanical Gardens http://www.hcp4.net/Community/Parks/Mercer 
 
Michael’s Bromeliads Online https://www.michaelsbromeliads.com/ 
 
Tropiflora https://tropiflora.com/ 

http://bsi.org/
http://sarasota.regency.hyatt.com/
http://registry.bsi.org/
http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/
http://www.bsi.org/new/
https://www.birdrocktropicals.com/
http://fcbs.org/cryptanthussociety/membership.html
http://fcbs.org/
https://selby.org/
http://www.hcp4.net/Community/Parks/Mercer
https://www.michaelsbromeliads.com/
https://tropiflora.com/
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BIRTHDAYS  

 

  JANUARY birthdays  
  
  
 Martin Beaumont  1/2 
 Debbie Bragg  1/10 
 Lynn Friedman  1/16 
 Malcolm McCorquodale 1/17 
 Derek Sandberg  1/19 
 Betty Garrison  1/19 
 Nita Ankenbruck  1/22 
   
   

Special Thanks…Holiday Party made $1780.00 
 

Contributors: 
 

BS/H 
Madge Donaldson 

Don Green 
Vickey Gurka 
Michael Kiehl 

Cherie & Frank Lee 
Malcolm McCorquodale 

Chris Nguyen 
Daryl & Wray Page 

Allyn Pearlman 
Gene & Verna Powers 

Steve Reynolds 
Carole & Rick Richtmyer 

John Schmidt 
David Schneider 

Kathy Stahl 
Joanne & Jimmy Woolsey 

  

   

  FEBRUARY birthdays 
 
   
 Vickey Gurka  2/18 
 Kenneth Gardner  2/28 
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 P.M. 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be February 7  

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933 
 
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Til-
landsia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 

www.tgcfernsoc.org 
 

Regular meeting  
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M. 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be January 20 
 

November’s Speaker:  Suzanne 
Milstead 

"Blue Ribbon Artistic Winner -  
Understanding Criteria for Top Honors 

in Artistic Design and Containers"  

November 2018 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE  $32 

REFRESHMENTS:   
A to M 

Everyone should contribute when it is their 
turn.  Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is 
your turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and 
last name begins with N thru Z group).   
 
Please bring your refreshment ready to serve with the 
appropriate serving tool, and pick up your items at 
the close of the meeting!    
 
Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members 
appreciate your help.   

DONORS WINNERS 

Ruby Adams Elizabeth Fisher 

Cherie Lee Don Green 

Wray Page Vickey Gurka 

Richtmyers Gordon Stowe 

David Whipkey Shirl Stowe 

  Rick Richtmyer 

mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net
http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public 
charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific goals 
of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current 

year. 
 

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to mem-
bers of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings.  Articles 
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are so-
licited.  Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledg-
ment given to author and publication.   
 
Please have articles to the editor 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com  before end of the month. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publi-
cation to: 
 

 Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 

Houston, TX 77068 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
 

President   Cherie Lee  
   24672 Pine Ridge 
   Hockley, TX  77447 
   832-566-5786  
   cherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.net 

 
Vice President   Linda Whipkey 
Secretary   David  Whipkey 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Don Green 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Term Expires 
12/31/19                   12/31/20  12/31/21 
Mary Cinotto       Gordon Stowe   Vickey Gurka 
John Edmonson      Shirl Stowe  Frank Lee 
 
                           
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity   Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor  Mary Cinotto 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman        Allyn Pearlman 
       3. Programs Chairman Linda Whipkey  
       4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  

                    Don Green / Cherie Lee 
     

   
II. Committees of the Board 
       1. Annual Show  David Whipkey 
       2. Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman 
       3. Garden Tours  TBD 
       4.     Historian  David Whipkey 
       5. Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
       6. Members & Visitor Register:   
     Noreen Tolman,  
        Ken Gardner 
       7. Membership  Allyn Pearlman 
       8. Raffle Plants  Frank Lee, 
     Cherie Lee  
       9 Show & Tell  John Schmidt  
       10. Seedlings  Allyn Pearlman 
       11.   Webmaster  Joy Reynolds 
 
 

Representatives 
Southwest Bromeliad Guild    David Whipkey,  
     Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Steve Reynolds,  
                                                          Rick Richtmyer, 
     Margo Racca 

http://www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
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Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 
Houston, TX 77068 

FIRST CLASS 


