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UPCOMING EVENTS:

BS/HI Spring Sale
March 16th
Judson Robinson, Jr. Community
Center
9 AM to 3 PM
BS/HI Annual Show and Sale
May 3 thru 5, 2019
Judson Robinson, Jr. Community
Center
Neoregelia ‘Copper Craze’ by Earthstar Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, February 19, 2019
NEW TIME: 7:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKER: Jeff Heiler, Mercer Arboretum
PROGRAM TITLE: “Update at Mercer: the Phoenix Arises”
MEETING AGENDA:
•
Social Time and Member Plant Sale
•
President’s Welcome
•
Announcements & Committee Reports
•
Show & Tell
•
Short Break for Refreshments
•
Guest Speaker
•
Adjournment
•
Plant Raffle

MARCH PROGRAM: Wray Page, “Pests in the
Garden/Greenhouse”
NEXT BOARD MEETING: March 21, 2019
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

Southwest Guild Show and Sale
and the Cryptanthus Society Show
October 11-13
in Corpus Christi
Australasian Bromeliad Conference

October 17-20, 2019
Sea World Resort on the Gold Coast
in Queensland, Australia
The 2020
World Bromeliad Conference
Sarasota, Florida, USA,
June 9th thru June 13th, 2020
Dues are Due Now
Thanks all.

Woolsey for pulling this together at such short notice so
we could help out the Federation. I’d also like to say that
their bromeliad greenhouse looked better than ever. The
plants were nicely organized and looked great. We also
picked out a nice neoregelia for the February Federation
meeting raffle and I’d like to thank Noreen Tolman and
Don Green for volunteering to represent our society at the
meeting. As part of our Federation membership, our society is assigned to help with hospitality and the raffle at
one monthly meeting a year.

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE

It was nice to see everyone at our first meeting of the year. I would
like to thank all the
committee chairpersons and volunteers
who help with setup,
refreshments, cleanup,
etc for our meetings.
Spring will be here before you know it so don’t forget to
We have a tight schedule and without all of you it wouldn’t start getting your sale and show plants together. Our
go as smoothly.
spring sale will be March 16 th at Judson Robinson, Jr.
Community Center. Set up will be at 8 A.M. with sales
It’s that time again to renew your memberships. If you
from 9 A. M. to 4 P.M. If you plan on selling plants,
have not done so already, please contact Allyn Pearlman please see Allyn Pearlman about getting a sale number
(deliboys@comcast.net) to renew/join the Bromeliad So- and the rules. Please think about selling. You don’t have
ciety/Houston and/or the Cryptanthus Society. For the
to have a large number of plants to sell. It is always interBromeliad Society International, go to http://bsi.org/new/
esting to see what folks are propagating and learn how
to renew/join either online or print a form to renew/join by they grow them.
mail. Remember, you must renew your BS/HI membership by March 1 to be listed in the 2019 Yearbook.
Only three months away, May 3 rd – 5th, will be our annual
show and sale also at Judson Robinson, Jr. Community
Over the past few months the Board Members have been Center. Please sign up to help our show chair David
discussing a method to obtain feedback from the memWhipkey, sale chair Allyn Pearlman, and hospitality chair
bership on our meetings, programs, shows, etc. in an ef- Verna Powers. There are lots of opportunities to particifort to better meet the membership’s needs and make
pate and everyone is needed.
them more enjoyable and educational. In this effort, our
Vice-President Linda Whipkey has developed a survey to And let’s not forget that the Corpus Christi Bromeliad Sobe conducted during this month’s meeting to gather your ciety will be hosting the Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show
thoughts and suggestions on how to improve our society. and International Cryptanthus Show at the Emerald
Additional information on this survey can be found later in Beach Hotel on the bay in Corpus Christi October 11 th –
the Bulletin. Please take the time during the meeting to
13th. So mark your calendars for all these events and
complete the survey or contact Linda
plan on joining us, pitching in to help, socializing, and
(lindawhipkey@ymail.com) with your suggestions/
having fun.
comments. Your input is important and needed.
So, may you and your plants stay warm and well and I
Last week, Frank and I visited Jimbo’s Nursery in Santa
hope to see you all this month and every month at our
Fe to pick up 20 plus bromeliads for a Federation Flower
meetings. Take care . Cherie Lee
Judges Symposium. I’d like to thank Joanne and Jimmy

What’s Blooming at the
Lee Greenhouse

Billbergia
amoena var.
stolonifera

Anamea 'Scorpio'

Aechmea williamsii
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What’s Blooming at the
Lee Greenhouse

Aechmea orlandiana
'Glowing Embers'

Aechmea recurvata v.
benrathii x Aechmea orlandiana

Orthophytum 'Iron Ore'
Tillandsia bulbosa belize

Orthophytum
benzingii

Canistrum auratum
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What’s Blooming at the
Whipkey Greenhouses

Billbergia 'Foster's Striate'

Aechmea ‘Bill Barrett’

Deuterocohnia aff. lorentziana

Ortho. sucrei X gurkenii

Deuterocohnia
brevifolia
Tillandsia aeranthos 'Major'
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What’s Blooming at the
Whipkey Greenhouses

Tillandsia espinosae
T. funckiana

T. tenufolia 'Purple'
Tillandsia ionantha
Aechmea
'Valencia'
(possibly)
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Whipkey’s Word
February 2019
POTTING SOIL
The Soil Science Society of America (https://
www.soils.org/ ) defined soil as:
(i) The unconsolidated mineral or organic material
on the immediate surface of the Earth that serves
as a natural medium for the growth of land plants.
(ii) The unconsolidated mineral or organic matter
on the surface of the Earth that has been subjected
to and shows effects of genetic and environmental
factors of: climate (including water and temperature
effects), and macro- and microorganisms, conditioned by relief, acting on parent material over a
period of time. A product-soil differs from the material from which it is derived in many physical, chemical, biological, and morphological properties and
characteristics.
Sounds a lot like the definition that Sherri Harrah gave us
at last month’s meeting. Did you hear her say that soil, by
her definition, is not what we use to grow Bromeliads? I
guess the question is: “If not soil, what does one use to
raise Bromeliads?” Of course the answer is potting soil.
This however is a misnomer, because the potting soil
which goes into our pots contains little no soil. Let’s make
potting soil our phrase of the month.
If you look online, you will find many definitions for potting
soil. Unfortunately, most of them are similar to the one
found in the Collins dictionary (www.collinsdictionary.com/
us/dictionary/english ).
Potting soil is soil that is specially prepared to help
plants to grow, especially in containers.

That definition is not very informative. If we look a bit further, our old friend Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/ ) gives us a bit more information.
Potting soil, also known as potting mix or potting compost, is a medium in which to grow plants, in a container. Some common ingredients used in potting soil
are peat moss, tree bark, sand, perlite, vermiculite, Polymers, hadite, and clay products such as Turface Athletics® All Sport®. Despite its name, little or no soil is
used in potting soil because soil is considered too
heavy for growing houseplants. Commercially available potting soil is sterilized, in order to avoid the
spread of weeds and plant-borne diseases.

Cornell U. foliage plant mix
2 parts sphagnum peat moss

1 part vermiculite
1 part perlite
Works well for terrestrials
Cornell U. epiphytic mix
1 part fine fir bark
1 part sphagnum peat moss
1 part perlite
Phil Speer’s Potting Mix
5 parts hardwood mulch
2 parts peat moss
2 parts perlite
2 parts Miracle Gro Potting mix*

2 parts sharp sand*
* Use 1 part for plants that don’t need as much moisture

If you only have a few plants, you might not want to go to
the trouble of mixing your own special potting soil. No
Problem! Most growers can probably get by with 2 basic
components that are available from your local garden center or big box retailer such as Lowes, Home Depot,
Walmart, etc. Purchase a bag of orchid bark chips and a
bag of premixed potting soil. There are several good
brands of premixed potting soil that will work fine. I have
used Miracle-Gro, Sta-Green, and Hyponex.

If the plant is a terrestrial you can use straight premixed
potting soil. If the plant is an epiphyte, you can use one
That information sounds more like what I use. Most every- part premixed potting soil mixed with 1 part orchid bark
one has their own recipes for their potting mixes. If you
chips. As your collection grows, you can experiment with
want to have some fun, ask 3 or 4 growers what constitutes adding other components to your mix as you find plants
the best potting soil, then sit back and listen to the lengthy that did not respond well to the one that you are currently
discussion. Three potting soil formulas are given in the
using.
chart below.
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The 2020 World Bromeliad Conference (WBC2020)
Mark Your Calendars;

The 2020 World Bromeliad Conference (WBC2020) will be held in Sarasota, Florida,, June 9th thru Saturday, June
13th, 2020. This will celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the Bromeliad Society International and a Celebration it will be!
Just a sneak peek at some information on our venue, the Sarasota Hyatt Regency;
- $149 room rate, with all rooms providing water views
- free parking to both hotel guests and conference visitors
- centrally located in waterfront downtown location
- no resort fees, lots of family entertainment opportunities
- ample facilities to accommodate our group of 200+/- participants
- conveniently located near Marie Selby Botanical Gardens and several internationally renowned bromeliad growers
- more information on the hotel and its amenities can be found at http://sarasota.regency.hyatt.com/
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Bromeliad Society/Houston
Member Survey 2019

You do not have to fill it out now. Be ready to fill it out at the meeting
Circle your answer.
I went to the show in September.

YES

NO

If so, did you enter plants?

YES

NO

How important is it to receive an
award for a show entry?

Not important at
all

Somewhat
important

Very important

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Circle the corresponding number: 1 strongly disagree, 2 disagree; 3 no opinion; 4 agree; 5 strongly agree
I like to see programs of gardening topics, not related to bromeliads directly (ex. orchids)

1

2

3

4

5

I enjoy Show and Tell

1

2

3

4

5

Our meetings are too short

1

2

3

4

5

I would check out and read
books from our library, if
available

1

2

3

4

5

I participate in the raffle

1

2

3

4

5

I would like to see more programs like the ABC’s

1

2

3

4

5

I would like to have the society
host garden tours

1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

4

5

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Never

I find that the seedlings made
available at the meetings are
nice additions to my collection

I visit our web site
(bromeliadsocietyhouston.org)
Comments and suggestions:

FEBRUARY birthdays
Laurie Skov
Vickey Gurka
Kenneth Gardner

March birthdays

Theresa Sandberg
Annette Dominguez
Odean Head

2/17
2/18
2/28

3/15
3/18
3/22
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January 2019
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $42
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be February 17

WINNERS

Ruby Adams

Don Green

Cherie Lee

Vickey Gurka

Richtmyers

Troy Merchant

David Whipkey

Shirl Stowe
Rick Richtmyer

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be March 7

REFRESHMENTS:
N to Z
Thanks to everyone for contributing to the goodies.
Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is your
turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and last
name begins with N thru Z group).
Bring your refreshment ready to serve with the appropriate serving tool and don’t forget to get your items
at the close of the meeting!

Your Hospitality committee and your fellow members
appreciate your help.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston

Officers and Chairmen
President

This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

cherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current
year.

12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson
I.

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings. Articles
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.

Please have articles to the editor
mary@edmonsonphoto.com before end of the month.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.
Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

Linda Whipkey
David Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
Don Green
Board of Directors

There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

Cherie Lee
24672 Pine Ridge
Hockley, TX 77447
832-566-5786

II.

Term Expires
12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

12/31/21
Vickey Gurka
Frank Lee

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Linda Whipkey
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Don Green / Cherie Lee
Committees of the Board
Annual Show
David Whipkey
Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman
Garden Tours
TBD
Historian
David Whipkey
Hospitality Coordinator
Verna Powers
Members & Visitor Register:
Noreen Tolman,
Ken Gardner
7. Membership
Allyn Pearlman
8. Raffle Plants
Frank Lee,
Cherie Lee
9 Show & Tell
John Schmidt
10. Seedlings
Allyn Pearlman
11. Webmaster
Joy Reynolds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Bromeliad Society International
Steve Reynolds,
Rick Richtmyer,
Margo Racca
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Bromeliad
Society
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS

11

