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Cryptanthus ’Moon River’  by Earthstar Designs 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, May  21, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
 
PROGRAM SPEAKER:  Cristy Brenner 
PROGRAM TITLE:  “Travels of Ecuador” 
  
MEETING AGENDA:  
•    Social Time and NO Member Plant Sale 

•    President’s Welcome 

•    Announcements & Committee Reports 

•    Show & Tell 

•    Short Break for Refreshments   

•    Guest Speaker       

•    Adjournment 

•    Plant Raffle 

 
JUNE PROGRAM:   Carole Richtmyer 

 “New Nomenclature” 
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING:   July 18, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
  

 
World Bromeliad Conference   

 
 June 9th thru June 13th, 2020  

 
Sarasota, Florida, USA,  

 

 
Bromeliads by the Bay 

Corpus Christi 
2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild 

Show & Sale 
International Cryptanthus Society 

Show 
 

October 11-13, 2019 
 

Emerald Beach Hotel 
directly on the Bay 

    1102 South Shoreline Blvd 
     

 
Australasian Bromeliad Conference  

 
October 17-20, 2019  

 
Sea World Resort on the Gold Coast 

in Queensland, Australia   
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PRESIDENT’S   
PAGE 
Well, it seems like eve-
ry time I sit down to 
write my monthly Bulle-
tin note the weather is 
going crazy.  The past 
two months we were 
freezing and this month 
we are drowning.  I 
hope you all are stay-
ing high and dry and that your bromeliads are draining 
well.  The ones I have outside are pretty soggy.  Hopeful-
ly this rain will ease off a little so they will dry out some 
before they turn up their toes.   
 
The past month has been very busy.  Luckily the weather 
held out for both events.  First we had our annual ABC’s 
hosted by Mary Cinotto and John Edmonson on Saturday 
April 13th.  Thank you so much Mary and John for hosting 
us again this year.  Your garden, greenhouses, and all 
your bromeliads / plants looked fantastic.  Our informative 
and entertaining program was presented by David Whip-
key with assistance from Rick Richtmyer.  There was dis-
cussion on which plants to clean up for the show, which 
to grow for another day or for pups, and much discussion 
on which to toss (including some dumpster diving).  It all 
goes to show that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 
 
Next, our annual show and sale was held on May 3rd – 5th 

at Judson Robinson, Jr. Community Center.  Thank you 
to everyone who showed up to help, brought refresh-
ments, and brought plants for the show and for sale.  We 
couldn’t do this without everyone pitching in.  The show 
was beautiful and went very smoothly thanks to our show 
chair David Whipkey and all the judges, clerks, and setup/
placement folks.  Also, thank you to Allyn Pearlman for 
donating the awards for the show.   
 
The sale went well with chair Allyn Pearlman running an 
efficient sale room with the help of those who pitched in to 
answer questions, checkout plants, and tote purchases 
for happy customers.  With the help of Jimmy Woolsey, 
John Schmidt, Mary Cinotto, and Madge Donaldson we 

had a very nice collection of bromeliads, art, and pottery 
for sale.  I’d also like to thank Kathy Stahl and all the folks 
who helped with security.  It is not always an exciting job 
but definitely needed.   
 
And last but certainly not least, we couldn’t have held this 
event without our hospitality chair Verna Powers who kept 
us fed and hydrated for the entire three days.  This is a 
non-stop job and we are very grateful to have her willing 
to organize and handle this for us.  We appreciate every-
one who brought refreshments and special thanks to 
those who helped Verna set up, maintain, and cleanup 
when they were free from their other assignments.  I en-
courage everyone to please step up and lend a hand.  As 
they say, many hands make light work.            
 
For those of you who didn’t make the party after the show 
on Saturday night, you missed out on a lovely evening 
and auction.  Thanks so much to Nita Ankenbruck who 
graciously volunteered to host our party again and to her 
lovely daughters and friends who did a wonderful job.  
The evening was most enjoyable with delicious food, a 
lively auction thanks to auctioneer Charlie Birdsong, and 
of course great company.       
 
Our May meeting is coming up quickly on May 21st, so 
don’t miss it.  Our program chair VP Linda Whipkey has 
arranged an out of town speaker Cristy Brenner who will 
be discussing her travels to Ecuador.  I know I am looking 
forward to hearing about it.  Also, don’t forget to bring 
those show and tell plants and raffle plants.  Also our next 
member sale will be held at our July meeting so please 
keep that in mind when you are doing your spring repot-
ting.  
 
It has been a very busy spring. Take a deep breath, relax 
and work on those bromeliads, and get ready for the 
Southwest Guild Show and Sale and the International 
Cryptanthus Society Show in Corpus Christi October 11-
13th. 
 

Hope to see you all at our meeting.      

Cherie 

“Bromeliads of Ecuador” by Cristy Brenner 
 
Cristy is a retired community college geography teacher who has been addicted 
to Bromeliads since 1995, when her colleague Robert Kopfstein, invited her to a 
meeting of the Saddleback Valley Bromeliad Society in Mission Viejo, Califor-
nia.  She has not missed a meeting since, unless traveling, and is the current 
president of the society.   
 
As a geographer, she has visited all of the continents, but in recent years has 
concentrated on traveling to regions where Bromeliads are located.  She has 
photographed Bromeliads in Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica, Ecua-
dor, Peru, Bolivia, Argentina, Brazil, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela.  In 
Venezuela, she was part of a helicopter expedition to the top of Auyun Tepui and 
a second trip included a hike to the top of Roraima Tepui.   
 
In addition to being a member of all of the Southern California societies, she is a 
member of the BSI board and a BSI judge.  She has spoken at several BSI con-
ferences, including the conference in Australia, in 2008. 
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APRIL 2019 
ABCs 

The 2019 BS/HI ABCs initially seemed to be a bit tenuous because of harsh weather predictions.  And there wasn ’t the 
usual turnout because of the weather forecasts.  However, the weather did cooperate nicely and it was great fun.  .  
Those who could attend learned a great deal from David Whipkey and Rick Richtmyer on whether a plant should be 
tossed, trimmed and/or entered into a show.  And we even had audience participation.  Gloria Spacek graciously took on 
a couple of plants that were in need of a lot of TLC and we’ll see if they turn up in a show sometime.    

BS/HI Members and Guests  
Attentively Watching Demonstrations 

David Whipkey discussing the  
status of a plant and next steps 

David with a more robust plant 
and steps to improve 

Rick Richtmyer reviewing 
Materials needed to carry to 

work on plants 
Rick shows the packages of 
various size Qtips to clean 

plants 

Rick and David going through the processes 

Wray Page 
and  
John Schmidt 
chatting with 
David Whipkey 
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APRIL 2019 
WHAT’S BLOOMING 

Neoregelia 'Johannis De Rolf' 

Neoregelia ‘Beach Party’ (both images) 

Cryptanthus ‘Jimmy Antle’ 

Cryptanthus ‘Moon River’ Cryptanthus ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
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Bromeliads on the Bay October 11-13, 2019 

 
2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale 

International Cryptanthus Society Show 
October 11-13, 2019 

 
Emerald Beach Hotel directly on the Bay 

    1102 South Shoreline Blvd 
 

$89 a night 
    Group Code --  BROM 

    Call the Hotel for Reservations  
 

    361-883-5731 
    All Rooms Have Fridges & Microwave 

    Free Parking 
Corpus Christi Texas 

  MAY  birthdays 
 Midge Gorman  5/8 
 Jane Littlell   5/13 
 Ruby Adams  5/15 
 Cynthia Johnson  5/18 
  

 JUNE  birthdays 
 Cherie Lee   6/1 
 Jack Pine   6/1 
 Billie Emanuel  6/9 
 John Sarkisian  6/12 
 Gordon Stowe  6/17 
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Earlier this month as I was cleaning pots, transplanting 
plants, and getting things ready go to the spring Bromeliad 
show, I got to thinking about the word container.  The pot 
that held the plant I was working with was definitely a con-
tainer, but I soon realized that I needed a container (like a 
car) to transport the containers (like the boxes) that held 
the containers (like the pots) that held the plants.  I was 
hot, sweaty, and a little befuddled, so I decided to take a 
short break and sort things out.  As I sipped a cold one 
(Diet Pepsi) I decided that a container is an item that can 
be used to hold or carry something.  Let’s make container 
our word of the month.   
 
I am not much of a language arts type of person.  I never 
had any intention of writing the great American novel; so I 
checked several sources to see if I was off base in my un-
derstanding of what a container actually was.  Whether it 
was dictionary.com, the Merriam-Webster dictionary, or the 
Cambridge Dictionary, they all were pretty close to my defi-
nition for container.   
 
This month I am going to concentrate on container in the 
sense of that object which holds a plant.  Novice growers 
sometimes have a hard time deciding on the size and the 
type of container that they need to use for their plants.  
Fear!  Is it too large?  Is it too small?  Should it be plastic, 
clay, ceramic, wood or metal?  The choices appear to be 
endless.  What happens if I choose the incorrect contain-
er?  Will the plant die?  Will its growth be stunted?  Will it 
look all right?  How will it affect my watering?  Questions, 
questions, and more questions. 
 
In my opinion, containers come in three types.  You have 
pots, baskets, and other.  Pots come in three basic types 
plastic/Styrofoam, clay, and glazed ceramic.  Baskets are 
usually made of wood, plastic, or metal.  I am not even go-
ing to try and discuss the “other” category.  I have seen 
plants growing in tin cans, soda bottles, concrete baths, old 
kids wading pools, and many other objects.  Way too crazy 
a topic to go into here. 
 
Getting back to the subject of common containers let’s talk 
about pots.  The three commonly used types of pots are 
plastic, clay, and ceramic.  They have different characteris-
tics.   
 
 
   

  
    CLAY     PLASTIC CERAMIC 
        
Weight   heavy      light  heavy 
Water retention  good      excellent excellent 
Cost   moderate   cheap expensive 
Variety of sizes  good      good good 
Durability             good      good very good 
Local availability good      good very good 
 
In my case, I prefer plastic pots.  I buy them mail order in 
bulk.  They keep well, it is not like they rust away sitting in 
the garage.  I prefer azalea pots to standard pots.  Note 
that standard pots drain more quickly.   Commonly used 
sizes are 4”, 5”, and 6”.  For smaller sized plants (such as 
Cryptanthus, Billbergias , and small Neoregelias) I prefer 
4.5” geranium or 5” azalea.  For medium size plants (such 
as larger Neoregelias, Vrieseas, or medium sized 
Aechmeas) a 6” pot is usually adequate.  Now when you 
get in the bigger plants like Aechmea blanchetiana, puya 
laxa, or Bromelia sylvicola, you gotta pull out the big guns 
and move into 8”, 10” or even larger pots.  At this point I 
find it better to switch to clay or glazed ceramic pots.  Due 
to their weight these pots are much more stable during our 
many windy days. 
 
If you are one of those people who like to display your 
plants on your patio or in your trees, you might want to con-
sider baskets.  As in pots, if you change the material, you 
change the characteristics. 
 
      WOOD PLASTIC METAL 
        
Weight     light  light  medium 
Cost     moderate cheap  moderate 
Variety of sizes    good  good  good 
Local availability   poor  fair  poor 
Durability    medium good  very good 
 
Baskets come in handy when you have a plant that needs 
excellent air circulation.  Most Tillandsias grow well in bas-
kets, but did you ever consider growing Neoregelias, Bill-
bergias, or Aechmeas in baskets?  Some of them are very 
stoloniferous;  they look quite beautiful grown in baskets. 
 
Don’t over think the size and type of container you need to 
use.  Experiment, try different containers, but be sure to 
observe your plants.  If they don’t look happy, don’t be 
afraid to move them to a different container. 

Whipkey’s Word   
 May 2019 

CONTAINER 
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Quick Notes of the 2019 Bromeliad Society Houston Show and Sale  May 3, 4, 5 

Thanks to everyone who lightened my load managing hospitality for the Show and Sale.  So many good, good food do-
nations were enjoyed by all, and, of course, the monetary donations are always appreciated.  The Hospitality Committee 
 sincerely thanks you.  Verna Powers, Hospitality Chair. 
 
And from Allyn… thanks to all who helped at plant sales.      

OTHER MEMBER NEWS AND NEW MEMBERS 

From: Lynn Friedman <bromelia@hal-pc.org>  
To: ALLYN PEARLMAN <deliboys@comcast.net>  
Date: May 7, 2019 at 1:31 AM  
Subject: checking in  

Hi Allyn, 
Thanks for keeping me in the loop and calling as well. Larry and I were traveling oversees and I did not do any work /
email/calls etc. I managed to break by arm/wrist and required quite a bit of surgery, so that has kept me  out of pocket 
for a while. I sure hated to miss the show, I’m sure it was beautiful as always. I should be driving on my own soon, and 
will try to come by or get to a meeting one of these days. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

  Alicia Baker   baker_alicia@hotmail.com 
  Alex Chapman*  alexgchapman@aol.com 
  Dawn Marks *                     soulmajestic@comcast.net 
 
 
(*Bromeliad Mentors Requested) 

Foxie’s Health and Safety:  Tetanus Shot 

Why do you need booster shots? 

The tetanus vaccine doesn’t provide lifelong immunity. Protection begins to decrease after 
about 10 years, which is why doctors advise booster shots every decade. 
A doctor may recommend children and adults get a booster shot earlier if there ’s a suspicion 
they may have been exposed to tetanus-causing spores. 
For example, if you step on a rusty nail or have a deep cut that’s been exposed to infect-
ed soil, your doctor may recommend a booster. 

I sadly and belatedly report the passing on July 6, 2018 at age 82 of Richard T. Beaubouef, Sr. a long time member of 
the BS/H. Richard and his wife of 57 years Joan both joined BS/H in 1989. Richard is pre-deceased by his wife Joan 
who died on August 25, 2016. He attended the University of Houston where he graduated magna cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical engineering and a Bachelor of Applied Science in mechanical technology in 
the summer of 1959. He later entered the graduate program at Rice University earning a PhD in mechanical engineer-
ing in 1968. 
 
Following graduation with a PhD from Rice University Richard joined the engineering faculty at the University of Hou-
ston teaching Thermodynamics for six years and became one of the leading authorities on this topic. He later worked 
for HL&P where he managed the mechanical engineering and design efforts for nuclear, coal and lignite power plants. 
He retired in 1992 and was able to enjoy woodworking, playing the acoustic guitar, traveling, teaching Sunday School 
classes, square dancing and activities at the Bromeliad Society Houston. 
 
Richard and Joan were married in 1959 and raised two sons, Richard T, Jr. and Bruce Andre. Richard and Joan gener-
ously allowed the BS/H use their lovely home and backyard in Pearland for after show parties for several years.  
Rick Richtmyer 

mailto:bromelia@hal-pc.org
mailto:deliboys@comcast.net
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 P.M. 

First Chrisyan Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be June 6  

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933 
 
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tilland-
sia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 

www.tgcfernsoc.org 
 

Regular meeting  
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M. 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be May 19 
 

March 2019—(No Raffle in April) 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE  $54 

REFRESHMENTS:   
N to Z 

 
Thanks to everyone for contributing to the goodies. 
 
Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is your 
turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and last 
name begins with N thru Z group).   
 
Bring your refreshment ready to serve with the appro-
priate serving tool and don’t forget to get your items 
at the close of the meeting!    
 
Your Hospitality Committee and fellow members  
appreciate your participation. 

DONORS WINNERS 

  Ruby Adams  Ruby Adams 

  Don Green  Madge Donaldson 

  Cherie Lee  Don Green 

  Wray Page  Vickey Gurka 

  Kathy Stahl  Gordon Stowe 

  Faye Stansberry  Shirl Stowe 

  Carole and  
  Rick Richtmyer 

 Rick Richtmyer 

  Audrey VanWright 

  Linda Whipkey 

 

mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net
http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public 
charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific goals 
of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current 

year. 
 

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to mem-
bers of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings.  Articles 
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are so-
licited.  Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledg-
ment given to author and publication.   
 
Please have articles to the editor 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com  before end of the month. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publi-
cation to: 
 

 Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 

Houston, TX 77068 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
 

President   Cherie Lee  
   24672 Pine Ridge 
   Hockley, TX  77447 
   832-566-5786  
   cherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.net 

 
Vice President   Linda Whipkey 
Secretary   David  Whipkey 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Don Green 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Term Expires 
12/31/19                   12/31/20  12/31/21 
Mary Cinotto       Gordon Stowe   Vickey Gurka 
John Edmonson      Shirl Stowe  Frank Lee 
 
                           
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity   Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor  Mary Cinotto 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman        Allyn Pearlman 
       3. Programs Chairman Linda Whipkey  
       4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  

                    Don Green / Cherie Lee 
     

   
II. Committees of the Board 

       Representatives 
 

Southwest Bromeliad Guild    David Whipkey,  
     Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Steve Reynolds,  
                                                          Rick Richtmyer, 
     Margo Racca 
 

1 Annual Show  David Whipkey 
2 Bromeliad Culture David Whipkey 
3 Courtesy  Midge Gorman 
4        Garden Tours  Gordon Stowe, 
5                                                   Shirl Stowe 
6  Historian   David Whipkey 
7 Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman 
8 Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
9 Members &  
 Visitor Register:   Ken Gardner, 
    Noreen Tolman 
10 Membership  Allyn Pearlman 
11 Raffle Plants  Cherie Lee,  
    Frank Lee 
12 Seedlings  Allyn Pearlman 
13 Show & Tell  John Schmidt  

http://www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
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Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 
Houston, TX 77068 

FIRST CLASS 


