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AUGUST ANNOUNCEMENTS

August 2019
UPCOMING EVENTS:

A Celebration of the Life of
Steve Reynolds
1610 Virginia Avenue
Austin, Texas
R.S.V.P. to:
celebratesteve810@gmail.com
August 10, 2019 4 P.M. to 6 P.M.

Cryptanthus ’Nivea’ by Earthstar Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, August 20, 2019
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. An extra hour!
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKER: Charlie Birdsong
PROGRAM TITLE:

“ Meet the Genus Quesnelia”

MEETING AGENDA:
•
Social Time and (see page 9 on Plant Sale)
•
President’s Welcome
•
Announcements & Committee Reports
•
Show & Tell
•
Short Break for Refreshments
•
Guest Speaker
•
Adjournment
•
Plant Raffle

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM: John Edmonson ,
“Making Your Bromeliads Photogenic”
NEXT BOARD MEETING: November 21, 2019
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

Bromeliads by the Bay Corpus Christi
2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Show & Sale
International Cryptanthus Society
Show
October 11-13, 2019
Australasian Bromeliad Conference
in Queensland, Australia
October 17-20, 2019
Judges’ Symposium
November 2, 2019
(More details to come)
Bromeliad Society of Houston
Spring Sale
1475 West Gray, Houston
March 28, 2020
Bromeliad Society of Houston
Show and Sale
Judson Robinson Center
May 15-17, 2020
World Bromeliad Conference
Sarasota, Florida, USA,
June 9th thru June 13th, 2020

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE

Hi all. Well it looks like
the heat is ramping up
and it is sure dry
around here with no
rain in sight. I hope all
of you are well and not
staying out in the heat
too long. Most of my
bromeliads are surviving so far but my vegetable garden is another story. Even
with watering three times a day they are not happy. Hope
your plants are all well and that you are staying hydrated.

ryone is welcome to donate plants to the sale. We will
have a regular member plant sale at our September
meeting so don’t forget to bring any surplus plants you
might find as you are repotting, dividing, and/or downsizing your collection. Remember to please make sure your
raffle and sale plants are tagged with the correct plant
names.
I’d like to again thank our 2020 Nominating Committee,
chair Don Green, Ruby Adams, John Schmidt, Noreen
Tolman, and Scherie Towns for agreeing to take on this
important role. They will be working on a slate of officers
and board members over the next month to be announced at our September meeting. Please consider
stepping up and volunteering to participate.

As I mentioned last month, Annette Dominguez and several of Steve Reynolds’ other friends are hosting a Celebration of Life for Steve in Austin, TX on August 10th. It
will be from 4 pm to 6 pm at the home of Laura Joseph.
Additional information is included in the Bulletin. If you
are able to attend, please RSVP to them so they will have
a head count for planning the event.

We are now only two months away from the Southwest
Bromeliad Guild Show and Sale and the International
Cryptanthus Society Show in Corpus Christi October 1113th. I hope you are all planning to attend. I have heard
the hotel is very nice and we always have a great time.
Please make your hotel reservations and send in your
registration form. There will be lots of bromeliads to buy,
several garden tours to attend, and a banquet with a rare
For our August 20th meeting, Charlie Birdsong from Baton plant auction. There is additional information in the BulleRouge will be speaking to us on Quesnelias. If you have tin. I am collecting funds to purchase plants for the aucnot heard one of Charlie’s programs before, you are in for tion so please let me know if you’d like to contribute. Ala treat. We will also be extending our meeting time this
so, please consider entering some plants in the shows. I
month to 10 pm so we shouldn’t be as rushed. There will hope you will all be able to attend.
also be a special member sale in addition to the raffle this
month with all proceeds going to the Southwest Bromeliad Guild and the International Cryptanthus Society Shows I look forward to seeing you all at our meeting this month.
to help cover expenses for awards and other items. Eve- Take care. Cherie

August Program “ Meet the Genus Quesnelia”
Presented by Charlie Birdsong
I developed my interest in Bromeliads from my parents in the late 1960’s in New
Orleans. I moved away from the plants to Baton Rouge in 1963 to attend LSU
and have lived there ever since. After college I started my collection with Mulford Foster plants my parents and I had been given by Erik Knoblock. I brought
my small collection to Baton Rouge and moved them in and out when the cold
weather came.
In 1975 we started the Bromeliad Society of Baton Rouge. As a charter member I have served in every office over the years and still serve the Society as
president today. I serve as the rep for Baton Rouge with the Southwest Bromeliad Guild. I also joined the BSI in 1975 and have attended many World Conferences and have chaired the rare plant auction at three World Conferences and
will hold the same post for next year in Orlando.
I co-chaired the very successful Southwest Guild and International Cryptanthus show in Baton Rouge. I am serving
the BSI as the Affiliate Shows Chairman since in January 2010 and now serve the BSI as the Director for Louisiana.
After years of trying to get a judging school in New Orleans, I joined the school in Houston. I am now a Master Judge
and have judged 64 Shows since accreditation in 1996. I serve the BSI on the Judges Handbook revision committee
through the Judges Certification Committee from our District.
I have had many opportunities to speak about my favorite plants at local Garden Societies and other plant groups and
Bromeliad Societies throughout Louisiana, Texas and Florida.
I have also had articles in the BSI Journal and Local Society Plant bulletins. I have contributed a number of short articles for the Greater New Orleans Bromeliad Society bulletin Potpourri.
I grow many Genera and although Billbergias are favorites, most of my plants are Neoregelias. My collection suffered
extreme losses in the freezes of January 2010. As I rebuild my collection, now up to over 1400 different species and
hybrids, I am fortunate to have daughters living in Florida. Under the excuse of a Grandpa visit I have been able to
make many trips to see Shows and visit vendors every year and hope to continue my bromeliad visits in the future.
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Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc.
Minutes - Regular Meeting
July 16, 2019
Location: Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 West Don Green gave an update on several of our ill members:
Gray, Houston 77019
Gary Galick is going to retire on August 31, 2019 after
38 years.
Call to order: President Cherie Lee at 7:01 pm
Betty Garrison is recovering at home after oral surgery
Plant Sale: Several members sold plants
Visitors:
Michael Olivera, Al Howell, Paulette McNeese, and Janet
Pruetz
New Members:
None

Rick Richtmyer stated that there would be a judge’s symposium held in the fall. Possible dates would be in late
October or early November. More information would be
forth coming. If a judge would like to suggest a topic for
the symposium, Rick would appreciate being contacted by
email.
Allyn Pearlman presented the treasurer’s report.

Attendance: 33 people
Announcements & Committee Reports:
The Lee’s brought some of Steve Reynolds plants for the
sales table. Proceeds from their sale would be donated to
the Southwest Bromeliad Guild.
Cherie Lee and David Whipkey gave updates on the Guild
show that will be held in Corpus Christi this coming October 11-13.

Show & Tell: Conducted by John Schmidt. Plants provided by: Carole and Rick Richtmyer, John Edmonson and
Mary Cinotto, John Schmidt, Frank and Cherie Lee, Ruby
Adams, and David and Linda Whipkey.
Name tag drawing winner – Allyn Pearlman
Membership winner – Verna Powers
A short break for refreshments was held from 7:45 pm until
8:05 pm.

Cherie Lee announced that there would be a memorial service in Austin for Steve Reynolds. It would be held on Au- Program:
gust 10, 2019 at the house of Laura Joseph from 4 pm until Linda Whipkey introduced our speaker, Joy Columbus,
6ish pm. More information will be forth coming.
who gave a program entitled “Houston Botanic Garden”.
Joy was assisted by Mary Vargo.
David Whipkey gave some information on the seedling
Bromelia gurkeniana var. funchiana.
Adjournment: 8:50 pm
Don Green revealed the names of the people on the 2019
nominating committee. They are: John Schmidt, Noreen
Tolman, Scherie Townes, and Ruby Adams.
Cherie mentioned that some people were not getting the
email with the link to the bulletin. She asked how many of
those present at the meeting did not get the email.

The seedling was distributed.
Plant Raffle: Conducted by Frank Lee and helpers. It
netted $105.00 (Details on Page 9)
Submitted by David Whipkey

2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale
International Cryptanthus Society Show
October 11-13, 2019
Emerald Beach Hotel at 1102 South Shoreline Blvd Corpus Christi, Texas
$89 a night Group Code -- BROM
Call the Hotel for Reservations
361-883-5731
All Rooms Have Fridges & Microwave and hotel has Free Parking

Registration Form on Next Page
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The Case of the
Mysterious Mr. ‘Mouser’
A short story by David Whipkey

Back in May of 2016 a seedling named Neoregelia
‘Mouser’ was distributed to the Bromeliad Society/
Houston membership. At the time the only description given was “Provided by Jimmy Woolsey. Small
Neo. hybrid good for hanging baskets.”

Neoregelia ‘Mouser’. That mysterious past was still
haunting him.

Well, sometimes fortune changes a situation for the
better. On July 15, 2019 the VIPP offering from
Tropiflora nursery landed in my email inbox. On page
Not much information to go on. It was not registered 1 row 3 third from the left was a picture of a little Neowith the BSI, and a quick internet search turned up
regelia named ‘Mouser’. Sure looked like the one in
nothing. I have a general rule about hybrid plants; I
my greenhouse. Caught you; you slippery little suckwant to know who their parents are. Knowing the par- er.
ents gives me a general idea as to the conditions the
plants needs to thrive in my collection. Besides, if it is Finally I had a description:
not a species plant, and I want to enter it into a standard show, I need to know the parentage, or I want it to
“Clone #1 of (Alley Cat x pauciflora), a grex of
be a registered with the BCR. Otherwise it is not eliminiature Neos by Chester Skotak. The ‘Alley
gible for any major awards.
Cat’ parent (by Grace Goode) has N. punctatissima in it, which shows strong influence in
Oh well, another handsome little Neoregelia with a
this grex. This clone is upright, to about 6 inchmysterious past. I relegated him to a somewhat less
es with a flaring, somewhat ampoule-like, vase
than desirable site in the greenhouse and sorta took
shape and four inch long stolons. The foliage
care of him. He was watered when I remembered,
is apple green to yellowish with crisp reddish
but mostly I ignored him. Last June I rediscovered
banding, stronger on the undersides of the
Mr. ‘Mouser’. He looked pretty good considering all
leaves and red leaf tips. A good terrarium
the abuse he had been subjected too. I repotted him,
plant that is also useful as a clumping specigave him a little fertilizer and moved him into a better
men in a decorative container or hanging pot
location where he would receive regular watering and
or basket.”
more sunlight.
‘Mouser’ is now legal to win best of show. Mystery
He started to look very nice. I decided that I might
solved. Case closed.
want to take him to a show in the future. I researched
him again, and alas, I found no mention anywhere of Thank you Dennis Cathcart!
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Bromeliads on the Bay October 11-13, 2019

2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale
International Cryptanthus Society Show
October 11-13, 2019
All Rooms Have Fridges & Microwave and hotel has Free Parking

august BIRTHDAYS

Sam Chism
Joe Sandel
Scherie Townes
Gordon Rowell
Kim Merchant
Troy Merchant
Joanne Woolsey
Gary Gallick
Charlien Rose

september BIRTHDAYS

8/2
8/5
8/13
8/17
8/20
8/24
8/24
8/27
8/31

Tommy Emanuel
John Schmidt
Clint Martin
Kathy Stahl
Phil Speer & Norween Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
Jimmy Woolsey
Galen Younger
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page
Sheila Skov

9/3
9/5
9/8
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/25
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What’s
Blooming

Aechmea fasciata albomarginata
Billbergia chiapensis

Billbergia
‘Smokestack’

Tillandsia brachycaulos

Tillandsia vernicosa

Cryptanthus ‘Jimmy Antle’

Neoregelia ‘Grace’s Avalanche’
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What’s
Blooming

Neoregelia ‘RC 0’

Cryptanthus warren-loosei

Tillandsia flabellata
hybrid

Tillandsia ‘Curly Slim’
Nidularium fulgens

Aechmea ‘Alvarez’

Foxie’s Health & Safety:
Watch Where You’re Going
It’s easy to get distracted when we’re tending our plants
and enjoying the outdoor splendor or more to our general
summer climate...tending to perspire and be driven to distraction by heat and insects. In either situation, we often
lose perspective of our surroundings and that can lead to
SLIPS, TRIPS and FALLS.

 WATCH WHERE YOU WALK

Roots, holes, debris, weeds, any number of obstacles can cause a fall.
2. WEAR PROPER FOOTWEAR
Closed toe shoes can save you from stubbing a toe or worse, getting a nasty bite. Also, proper
footwear gives you better traction and keeps your feet comfortable.
3. USE LADDERS CORRECTLY
Never use a defective ladder. Always ensure it is on solid footing. Never use the top two steps of a
ladder.
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Whipkey’s Word
August 2019
FLOWER

Last month I talked about anthesis. One of the important
events that occur during anthesis is flowering. Flowers are
extremely important to humans. Be it broccoli
(undeveloped flower buds), deep fried zucchini flowers,
an apple (we eat the part that surrounds the seeds), or
wheat (a seed) most of our foods come from flowers.
Flowering plants produce oxygen, and to top all this off,
flowers are beautiful. Let us make flower the word of the
month.

as a short un-branched fertile shoot. Still not very clear.

I’m afraid that I am going to depend on my old friend
Google, it defines flower as:
the seed-bearing part of a plant, consisting of reproductive organs (stamens and carpels) that are
typically surrounded by a brightly colored corolla
(petals) and a green calyx (sepals).
Now that’s a definition that I can sink my teeth into. Got a
few words in it that I might want to study a bit, but I think
A Bromeliad Glossary published by The Bromeliad Society, that definition is workable.
Inc. defines flower as:
all the plant structures from and including the sep- Most Bromeliads produce prefect flowers that contain both
als inward.
female and male parts. Some genera, such as Hechtias,
have a male plant, that produces flowers with male parts,
To me, that definition is about as clear as a mud puddle. I and a female plant that produces flowers with female
probably remember more information about flowers from
parts. I am going to limit this discussion to plants that promy high school biology class than this definition provides.
duce perfect flowers. Bromeliad flowers contain 3 sepals,
Let us see what David Benzing says in his book titled The 3 petals, 6 stamens, and a pistil.
Biology of the Bromeliads. The glossary was not much
assistance; it didn’t even include a definition for the word
This flower stuff is a bit more complicated than I anticipatflower. Guess I can’t take the easy way out, I will have to ed. Next time I am going to explore the purposes of all
actually do some research. In the text he defines a flower those flower parts.

MESSAGE BOARD FOR AUGUST
•

Raffle plants ..Big favor...please include tags and remove debris and dump out water before bringing, You want your babies to look their best and have a name for their new home.

•

Plant Sale This Month: We will be having a SWBG/ICS Show Fund Raising Plant Sale this
month with all proceeds going to the October 2019 SWBG/ICS shows to help cover expenses for
awards and other items. Everyone is welcome to donate plants to the sale. We will have a regular
member plant sale in September.

•

Seedling: No seedling this month. Next one should be November.

•

Newsletter...Now being posted online by 10th of the month.

•

Nominations Committee: If you would like to be considered by the Nominations Committee for
filling one of the Director positions or to stand for an Officer position please contact any of the
Members of the Nominations Committee: Don Green, Chair, Ruby Adams, John Schmidt, Noreen
Tolman or Scherie Townes.
Note: All of the present Society Officers are eligible for another term if they choose to
stand for renewal

Malcom Anderson
Paulette McNeese
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JULY 2019
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $105
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be September 15

WINNERS

Ruby Adams

Ruby Adams

John Edmonson

Alicia Baker

Richtmyers

Madge Donaldson

David Whipkey

Vickey Gurka
Troy Merchant
Michael Olivera
Rick Richtmyer

Audrey VanWright
Linda Whipkey

The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be September 5

AUGUST REFRESHMENTS:
A to M

Thanks to everyone for contributing to the goodies.
Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is your
turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and last
name begins with N thru Z group).
Bring your refreshment ready to serve with the appropriate serving tool and don’t forget to get your
items at the close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality Committee and fellow members
appreciate your participation.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston

Officers and Chairmen
President

Cherie Lee
24672 Pine Ridge
Hockley, TX 77447
832-566-5786

This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

cherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Board of Directors

There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current
year.

12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson
I.

Term Expires
12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

II.

Committees of the Board

1
2
3
4

Annual Show
Bromeliad Culture
Courtesy
Garden Tours

5
6
7
8

Historian
Holiday Party Chairman
Hospitality Coordinator
Members &
Visitor Register:

Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
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Membership
Raffle Plants

Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

11
12
13

Seedlings
Show & Tell
Webmaster

Please have articles to the editor
mary@edmonsonphoto.com before end of the month.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.

12/31/21
Vickey Gurka
Frank Lee

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Linda Whipkey
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Don Green / Cherie Lee

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings. Articles
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.

Linda Whipkey
David Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
Don Green

David Whipkey
David Whipkey
Midge Gorman
Gordon Stowe,
Shirl Stowe
David Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
Verna Powers
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
Allyn Pearlman
Cherie Lee,
Frank Lee
Allyn Pearlman
John Schmidt
Joy Reynolds

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Bromeliad Society International

David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Margo Racca,
Rick Richtmyer
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Bromeliad
Society
Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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