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SEPTEMBER ANNOUNCEMENTS

September 2019

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Bromeliads by the Bay Corpus Christi
2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Show & Sale
International Cryptanthus Society
Show
October 11-13, 2019

Cryptanthus ’Sahara’ by Earthstar Designs

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, September 17, 2019
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
PROGRAM SPEAKER: John Edmonson
PROGRAM TITLE:

“ Making Plant Portraits”

MEETING AGENDA:
•
Social Time and Member Plant Sale
•
President’s Welcome
•
Announcements & Committee Reports
•
Show & Tell
•
Short Break for Refreshments
•
Guest Speaker
•
Adjournment
•
Plant Raffle

Judges’ Symposium
6463 Creekbend
7:30 A.M. until 5:30 P.M.
Symposium and election
November 2, 2019
Christmas Meeting
Los Tios on Westheimer
December 7, 2019
Bromeliad Society of Houston
Spring Sale
1475 West Gray, Houston
March 28, 2020
Bromeliad Society of Houston
Show and Sale
Judson Robinson Center
May 15-17, 2020

OCTOBER PROGRAM: Dennis Cathcart
NEXT BOARD MEETING: November 21, 2019
TIME: 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019

World Bromeliad Conference
Sarasota, Florida, USA,
June 9th thru June 13th, 2020

PRESIDENT’S
PAGE
Hi all. I hope you are
surviving this hot
weather and that you
have had some rain.
Just when I think it
can’t get any hotter or
drier here comes the
100 plus degree days with no rain. The pasture is crispy
and the trees aren’t very happy either. We have had very
little rain this past month so a little more would be greatly
appreciated although we certainly don’t need a hurricane
like the Bahamas and now Florida. My sister and her
family live on the east coast of Florida so I have been
watching the storm’s progress closely. I complain about
the hot and dry weather but I wouldn’t wish that storm on
anyone.
I’d like to thank everyone who participated in our special
member sale last month, both the sellers and buyers.
Plants were donated by the Richtmyers, John Schmidt,
the Lees, and Steve Reynold’s collection with all proceeds going to the Southwest Bromeliad Guild and the
International Cryptanthus Society Shows. The past two
sales have generated almost enough money to cover all
the expenses for the awards. Thank you all for your generosity.

so don’t forget to bring any surplus plants you might find
as you are repotting, dividing, and/or downsizing your
collection. And please don’t forget plant donations to the
raffle. The raffle proceeds are used to help fund our
seedlings. Remember to please make sure your raffle
and sale plants are tagged with the correct plant names.
Our 2020 Nominating Committee, chair Don Green, Ruby
Adams, John Schmidt, Noreen Tolman, and Scherie
Towns have been busy working on a slate of officers and
board members for next year. They will be presenting the
slate at our meeting this month and we will be voting on it
at our October meeting. I want to thank our nominating
committee for all their effort putting this together and also
sincerely thank all of you who stepped up and volunteered to run for a position.
We are now only a month away from the Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show and Sale and the International
Cryptanthus Society Show in Corpus Christi October 1113th. I hope you have decided to join us for a fun, bromeliad filled weekend. Please make your hotel reservations
and send in your registration form as soon as possible.
There will be lots of bromeliads to buy, several garden
tours to attend, and a banquet with a rare plant auction.
There is additional information in the Bulletin. Thank you
to everyone who has donated to the purchase of plants
for the auction. If you have not done so and wish to donate, it is not too late. Just email me or let me know at
the meeting this month. Also, please consider entering
some plants in the shows. I hope you will all be able to
attend.

For our September 17th meeting, John Edmonson will be
speaking to us on photographing our bromeliads. Perhaps you have seen him busily taking pictures of the
I look forward to seeing you all at our meeting this month.
show plants on Sundays after our shows. He will be
sharing some of his tips so maybe we can take better pic- Take care.
tures of our blooming bromeliads to send to Mary Cinotto
for the Bulletin. We will also be having our last regular
Cherie
member plant sale for the year at our meeting this month,

September Program “Making Plant Portraits”
Presented by John Edmonson
John has been working with plants since his teens when he built a greenhouse with his dad. The greenhouse was built for John’s orchids. John collected orchids for many years and continues to do so. Plants have been a
major interest in John’s life and he has branched out to grow ferns, bromeliads, succulents, and other tropical plants.
In the last decade, John has built a bonsai bench for his two dozen bonsai
plants and two greenhouses for his bromeliads and orchids. However, bromeliads are his key interest and he now has over 800 plants with over 30
genera.
John’s other interest and past profession is photography. He has photographed weddings, parties, families, pets and of course, plants. This
presentation is on that subject – how to photograph your bromeliads to
make them photogenic stars.
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AMAZING GRACE CELEBRATES HER 102 IN JULY
Reprinted From the Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society
Grace Goode, OAM will celebrate her 102nd birthday in
July this year. The Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society Inc.
wishs her all the best and thanks her for the fantastic contributions she had made over many years to the bromeliad
world.
Grace was born on the 23 July 1917 at Nambour and has
spent most of her life on the Sunshine Coast. She was always a gardener,- roses, carnations, dahlias, orchids all
sorts of flowers . By 1970 she had discovered the love of
her life – bromeliads.
This started when Grace was introduced to Bromeliads by
her mother who gave her a plant later identified by Olwen
Ferris as Billbergia pyramidalis concolor. Grace was well
into her 50's when she was introduced to Bromeliads and
her only regret is that she hadn't found out about them earlier. Within a few years she was travelling to conferences
around the world and became a well-known hybridist.
Most people know Grace through her hybrids. She started
hybridising in the early 1970s, largely in response to the
very limited number of bromeliads available then in Australia. Initially, she concentrated on Neoregelias. Some of her
earlier hybrids are: ‘Sheer Joy’, ‘Little Joy’, ‘Blackie’, ‘Red
Plate', and the well-known 'Amazing Grace’. Her bestknown hybrid is probably ‘Charm’ which is a cross between
Neoregelia marmorata and N. chlorostricta. As a matter or
interest, Grace considers ‘Charm’ is exactly the plant she
was trying to produce from this cross, as it combines the
form (conformation) of N. marmorata and the colouration of
N. chlorostricta.

Grace being presented with her OAM in 2004

Another major area of hybridisation activity has been with
Cryptanthus. Some of her early hybrids are: 'Misty Charm’,
’Misty Dawn’, ‘Misty Glow’, and ‘Misty Flame.’
Bob Whitman brought many of Grace's Cryptanthus hybrids
to the United States of America (USA). They included:
'Melanie’, ’Seven Veils’, ’Black Mood’, ‘Hells Bells’, and
‘Spellbound’. She also sent hybrid Cryptanthus seed to the
USA, from which have been produced plants such as:
‘Fond Memory’, ‘Happy Thoughts’, ’Texas Star’, and
‘Crown Jewels’
Grace has produced close to 1000 named hybrids. As well
as Neoregelia and Cryptanthus hybrids, she has produced
Aechemea, Billbergia, Nidularium, and Tillandsia hybrids.
She has also made several bigeneric hybrids, with perhaps
the best ones being X Niduregeilas ‘Something Special'
and ‘Vision Splendid’. Well into her later years Grace was
still actively producing hybrids. Some outstanding Neoregelia hybrids include: 'Amen’, ‘Africa’, ‘Alley Cat’, ‘Mandela’,
and ‘One and Only.’
In the 2004 Australia Day Awards, Grace was awarded the
Order of Australia Medal in recognition of her efforts in
growing and, in particular, hybridising bromeliads. Grace is
also an honorary trustee of The Bromeliad Society International as well as The Cryptanthus Society and is a life
member of the Bromeliad Society of Australia, Cairns Bromeliad Society, Bromeliad Society of Queensland, and the
Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society.
In the last few years her health has started to fade and she
now lives in a nursing unit on the Sunshine Coast.

Grace with other world renowned hybridist Chester
Skotak at the 2017 SunnyBroms Conference
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SOME PHOTOS OF PLANTS REGISTERED BY GRACE
(Photos supplied by Cheryl Basic)

Neoregelia ‘Because’

Neoregelia ‘Roseberry’

Neoregelia ‘Shep’

Neoregelia ‘Lavish’

Neoregelia ‘Rise and Shine’

Neoregelia ‘Sweet Reward’
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Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc.
Minutes - Regular Meeting
August 20, 2019
Location: Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475
West Gray, Houston 77019
Call to order: President Cherie Lee at 7:10 pm
Plant Sale: Carole and Rick Richtmyer, John Schmidt,
and Cherie and Frank Lee sold some of Steve Reynolds plants as well as some of their own to raise money for the upcoming Guild show
Visitors: Rolando Ontiveros, Penny Henderson, Marc
Ace Pamisa, and Beisamie Pamisa
New Members: Pat Hudnall
Attendance: 37 members, 4 visitors, and 1 speaker
Announcements & Committee Reports:
President Cherie Lee thanked those who donated
plants for the raffle, food for refreshments, and plants
for show and tell.
Mary Cinotto, our Bulletin editor, reminded those people who have not received an email with a link to the
Bulletin by the 10th of the month that they can download the Bulletin directly from the website, and that
she would like them to notify her that their email notice
has gone missing.
David Whipkey reminded members that the deadline
for reserving a hotel room for the SWBG/CS show is
9/26/2019. He also said that we will have to pay a considerable fee to the hotel for room use if we not have
enough rooms rented to fulfill our required of number
nights. He asked everyone who was attending to
please reserve a hotel room and send in their registration as soon as possible.

anyone would like to donate to the cause.
Allyn Pearlman reported that those who register for the
SWBG/CS shows will receive breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday October 12.
Ruby Adams, the clerks chair for the SWBG/CS shows
asked for volunteers to serve as clerks.
Rick Richtmyer asked any judges that had not received
a letter about the upcoming symposium to please contact him and he would see that they were sent a notification letter.
David Whipkey noted that Charlien Rose will be turning 90 on August 31. He asked that those who know
her to send her a birthday card to help her celebrate
this milestone.
Show & Tell: Conducted by John Schmidt. Plants provided by Carole and Rick Richtmyer, and Linda and
David Whipkey.
Name tag drawing winner – Faye Stansberry
Membership winner – Audrey VanWright
A short break for refreshments, plant sales and the
purchase of raffle tickets was held from 7:35 until 7:55.
Program:
Linda Whipkey introduced our speaker, Charles Birdsong, who gave a program on the genus Quesnelia
entitled: “Quesnelias: An interesting and varied genus.”
Adjournment:

8:45 pm

Plant Raffle: Conducted by Frank Lee and helpers. It
netted $73.00 to be used to purchase seedlings for distribution to the members at future meetings.

Cherie Lee asked that those contributing plants for the
SWBG/CS shows auction, to please let her know as
Submitted by David Whipkey
soon as possible what they plan to donate. Also, she
is collecting funds to purchase plants for the auction if

2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale
International Cryptanthus Society Show
October 11-13, 2019
Emerald Beach Hotel at 1102 South Shoreline Blvd Corpus Christi, Texas
$89 a night Group Code -- BROM
Call the Hotel for Reservations
361-883-5731
All Rooms Have Fridges & Microwave and hotel has Free Parking
Registration Form on Next Page
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Bromeliads on the Bay October 11-13, 2019

2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale
International Cryptanthus Society Show
October 11-13, 2019
All Rooms Have Fridges & Microwave and hotel has Free Parking
september BIRTHDAYS

Tommy Emanuel
John Schmidt
Clint Martin
Kathy Stahl
Phil Speer & Noreen Tolman
Don Green
Chris Krumrey
Debbie Gerstner-Wolf
Jimmy Woolsey
Galen Younger
Oscar Allen
David Whipkey
Daryl Page
Sheila Skov

october BIRTHDAYS

Ed Doherty
John Edmonson
Frank Lee
Linda Whipkey
Wray Page
Gloria Spacek
R, L. Frasier
Margo Racca
Rick Richtmyer
Alex Chapman
Fritz Jackson
Martha Burg
Marsha Krumrey
Daniel Wolf

9/3
9/5
9/8
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/25

10/3
10/3
10/5
10/6
10/14
10/15
10/23
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/29
10/29
10/30
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What’s
Blooming at Edmonson’s

Cryptanthus ‘Black Magic’
Aechmea ‘Scorpio’

Aechmea orlandiana ‘Black’
Cryptanthus ‘Key Lime Pie’
Cryptanthus ‘Kaleidoscope;

Cryptanthus lacerdae 'Menescal'

Wallisia cyanea

Tillandsia ionantha ‘Fuego’

Ananus
(unknown)
Neoregelia
‘Faded Love’
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What’s
Blooming at Lee’s

Bromelia macedoi

Aechmea farinosa discolor

Aechmea chantinii
‘Shogun’

Aechmea kuntzeana
Catopsis berteroniana

Foxie’s Health & Safety:
Hurricane Safety Tips
Something we can all do without—hurricanes. But, they are a
fact of life in the Gulf Coast and Atlantic. So...a few tips. And
hopefully, they won’t be needed.
•

Ensure our precious plants are stored safely. Anything in
the garden needs to be locked down so it is not a flying object.
•

Find out where official shelters are located.

•

Develop a family hurricane action plan.

•

Review the condition of emergency equipment, such as flashlights, radios, generators, etc.

•

Ensure you have enough non-perishable food and water on hand. Do NOT get frozen food as some folks
do. Electricity goes out…

•

Clean tubs to store water. Also...bottle water—either buy or prepare yourself.
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SEED BANK INFORMATION
Hello, my name is Bryan Windham. I am the seed fund chairman for the BSI.
We are in the process of restarting the seed fund in an effort to encourage the propagation of
bromeliad species. We are requesting seed donations, species only please. By donating
seeds you will receive credit for one packet of seeds in the seed bank.
The list of available seeds will be found on the BSI website and in the journal in the near future. Seeds may also be purchased for $3.00 per pack of ten seeds. Postage is included for
orders shipped within the US. Please note only BSI members may purchase seeds.
Email seed requests to me at brykool69@yahoo.com. Payment may be made by cash,
check, PayPal, or Venmo. Cash and check payments should be mailed to the address below.

We will send an update when the seed fund list is available on the website. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Thank you,
Bryan Windham
2401 43rd Street
Kenner, LA 70065

MESSAGE BOARD FOR SEPTEMBER

•

PLANT SALE SEPTEMBER: We will have a regular member plant sale this month.

•

THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE will present their slate of candidates for Officers and Directors
for your consideration.

•

DENNIS CATHCART will sell plants in October So NO MEMBER Plant Sale in October

•

JUDGES SYMPOSIUM AND ELECTION NOVEMBER 2 (See Page 1)

•

SEEDLING: No seedling this month. Next one should be November.

•

NEWSLETTER...Online at BSH site http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/ by 10th of the month.

•

SEED BANK: See information above. Contact Bryan Windham (above) or Rick Richtmyer if you
have any questions.

•

2 1/2 MONTHS until the Christmas Meeting December 7.

Pat Hudnall
10

Whipkey’s Words
September 2019
SEPAL, PETAL, STAMEN and PISTIL

Notice the change in the heading? Yes the s is in red. There will be several words this month. I will try and explain the
function of:
sepal, petal, stamen, and pistil.
The flower has many parts. Let us take them ‘kind of’ in
order from the outside in. First we see the calyx that I mentioned last month. It is composed of 3 sepals which are
modified leaves. They form the green outer covering of the
flower bud and serve as protection for the unopened flower.
Next we encounter the corolla which is composed of 3 petals which are also modified leaves. But these ‘leaves’ are
not always green. They can be white, blue, purple, or a
variety of other colors. While they offer some protection for
other flower parts, their main purpose is to attract pollinators. As an added bonus, they also look pretty. Hopefully
you remember the purpose of a pollinator. Just in case
your memory is getting as bad as mine, I will tell you. Pollinators are the critters (usually insects and bats) that spread the pollen from flower to flower.
Continuing our inward journey we find the 6 stamens. The stamens are the male part of the flower. It has two parts.
There is a long slender filament that supports an anther. The anther is the organ that contains the pollen. In essence
this is where the sperm is produced.
At the center is the female part of the flower, the pistil. This is where the seed is produced. The pistil is composed of
the stigma, style, and ovary. The stigma is where the pollen is deposited. The stigma is connected to the ovary, where
the egg cells are stored, by the style.
Now we get to the good part. The pollen (sperm) is deposited on the stigma by the pollinator. The egg is fertilized, a
seed develops, we plant the seed, and we have a beautiful plant to enjoy.
And that folks is the Bromeliad tale of the birds and the bees.
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AUGUST 2019
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE $73
DONORS
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society
www.tgcfernsoc.org
Regular meeting
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M.
Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center
2020 Hermann Drive
Next meeting will be September 15

WINNERS

Madge Donaldson

Ruby Adams

John Edmonson

Alicia Baker

Don Green

Madge Donaldson

Cherie Lee
Troy Merchant

Don Green
Vickey Gurka

Rick Richtmyer

Pat Hudnall

Kathy Stahl
Elayne Kouzounis
David and Linda Whipkey Paulette McNeese
Marc Pamisa
Gordon Stowe
Rick Richtmyer
Audrey VanWright
The Houston Orchid Society, Inc.
www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month
at 7:30 P.M.
First Christian Church
1601 Sunset Blvd
Next meeting will be October 3

SEPTEMBER REFRESHMENTS:
N to Z

Thanks to everyone for contributing to the goodies.
Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is your
turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and last
name begins with N thru Z group).
Bring your refreshment ready to serve with the appropriate serving tool and don’t forget to get your items
at the close of the meeting!
Your Hospitality Committee and fellow members
appreciate your participation.

Jimbo’s Nursery
15019 8th St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tillandsia. Please compare our prices and our quality.
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AFFILIATED WITH THE
BROMELIAD SOCIETY
INTERNATIONAL

BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC.

MEMBER OF
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD
GUILD

AFFILIATED WITH THE
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston

Officers and Chairmen
President

Cherie Lee
24672 Pine Ridge
Hockley, TX 77447
832-566-5786

This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public
charity and strictly educational purposes. Specific goals
of the Society shall be to:
Increase knowledge of bromeliads through interchange and dissemination of information.
Use such funds as are available for the purpose
of research and/or equipment in institutions of
higher learning within the State of Texas.

cherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President

Board of Directors

There are two classes of membership:
Individual
Family

$20.00 per year
$30.00 per year

All memberships begin with January of the current
year.

12/31/19
Mary Cinotto
John Edmonson
I.

Term Expires
12/31/20
Gordon Stowe
Shirl Stowe

II.

Committees of the Board

1
2
3
4

Annual Show
Bromeliad Culture
Courtesy
Garden Tours

5
6
7
8

Historian
Holiday Party Chairman
Hospitality Coordinator
Members &
Visitor Register:

Please address any correspondence regarding this publication to:
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Membership
Raffle Plants

Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068
mary@edmonsonphoto.com

11
12
13

Seedlings
Show & Tell
Webmaster

Please have articles to the editor
mary@edmonsonphoto.com before end of the month.
A Yearbook is published annually based on the membership roll at the end of the regular February meeting of
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc.

12/31/21
Vickey Gurka
Frank Lee

Standing Committees
1. Publicity
Allyn Pearlman
Bulletin Editor
Mary Cinotto
2. Plant Sales Chairman
Allyn Pearlman
3. Programs Chairman
Linda Whipkey
4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:
Don Green / Cherie Lee

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
for more information.
______________________________________________
The Bulletin is published monthly and is e-mailed to members of the BS/H, Inc. prior to monthly meetings. Articles
and any other information pertinent to bromeliads are solicited. Articles may be reprinted with proper acknowledgment given to author and publication.

Linda Whipkey
David Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
Don Green

David Whipkey
David Whipkey
Midge Gorman
Gordon Stowe,
Shirl Stowe
David Whipkey
Allyn Pearlman
Verna Powers
Ken Gardner,
Noreen Tolman
Allyn Pearlman
Cherie Lee,
Frank Lee
Allyn Pearlman
John Schmidt
Joy Reynolds

Representatives
Southwest Bromeliad Guild
Bromeliad Society International

David Whipkey,
Ray Johnson
Margo Racca,
Rick Richtmyer
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Mary Cinotto
16023 Pebble Bend Drive
Houston, TX 77068

FIRST CLASS
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