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Neoregelia ’Firebrick’ by Earthstar Designs 

 

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, October 15, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M.    

Location: 1475 West Gray, Houston 77019
 

PROGRAM SPEAKER:  Dennis Cathcart 
PROGRAM TITLE:   
“ Understanding Bromeliads” 

Dennis will be selling plants also.   

  
MEETING AGENDA:  
•    Social Time and  NO Member Plant Sale 

•    President’s Welcome 

•    Announcements & Committee Reports 

•    Election of 2020 Officers and Directors 

•    Show & Tell 

•    Short Break for Refreshments   

•    Guest Speaker       

•    Adjournment 

•    Plant Raffle 

 
OCTOBER PROGRAM:   Andy Siekkinen, 
“Hechtias” 

  
NEXT BOARD MEETING:   November 21, 2019 
TIME:  7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

World Bromeliad Conference  
Sarasota, Florida, USA,  

 June 9th thru June 13th, 2020  

Bromeliads by the Bay Corpus Christi 
2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild 

Show & Sale 
International Cryptanthus Society 

Show 
October 11-13, 2019     

Bromeliad Society of Houston  
Spring Sale 

1475 West Gray, Houston 
March 28, 2020 

Bromeliad Society of Houston  
Show and Sale 

Judson Robinson Center 
May 15-17, 2020 

Judges’ Symposium 
6463 Creekbend  

7:30 A.M. until 5:30 P.M.  
Symposium and election  

November 2, 2019 

Christmas Meeting 
Los Tios on Westheimer 

December 7, 2019 

PHOTO ON PAGE 4:   
Courtesy of the Sandberg garden. 
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PRESIDENT’S   
PAGE 
Hi all.  I hope everyone 
survived the recent 
storm and flooding 
without too much dam-
age.  We needed some 
rain but that was a bit 
too much in some are-
as.  We only received 
about an inch up here 
in the northwest and could have used more.  Too bad it 
wasn’t spread out more evenly to help reduce some of 
the flooding.   
 
Well the days are getting shorter but there hasn’t been 
much of a break in the temperatures.  Not that I am look-
ing for an October freeze like last year but some upper 
70/low 80 days would sure be nice.  It probably won’t be 
too long now.  Must figure out where those large 
Aechmeas are going to go in the greenhouse to stay 
warm. 
 
As most of you know, we lost another fellow bromeliad 
lover Dr. Gary Gallick in early September.  He had been 
ill for some time and was a wonderful role model for living 
and dealing with adversities.  Gary was extremely knowl-
edgeable about bromeliads and especially loved those 
green sticky ones.  He will be missed but never forgotten.  
Our hearts go out to his wife Jan.   
 
For our October 15

th
 meeting, our speaker will be Dennis 

Cathcart from Tropiflora Nursery in Florida.  Dennis gives 
wonderful interesting and educational talks so don’t miss 
it.  He is also bringing plants to sell so another big plus.  
There will be no member plant sale but please don’t for-
get plant donations to the raffle.  The raffle proceeds are 
used to help fund our seedlings.  Our next seedling will be 
given out at our November meeting. 

 
At the meeting this month we will also be voting on our 
2020 Officers and Directors.  Please take a few minutes 
to read the additional information on the nominees locat-
ed in the Bulletin.  I want to thank our nominating commit-
tee, chair Don Green, Ruby Adams, John Schmidt, 
Noreen Tolman, and Scherie Towns, for all their effort 
putting this slate together and also sincerely thank all of 
you who stepped up and volunteered to run for a position.   
  
It is also time to purchase your tickets for our Holiday 
Meeting on December 7

th
 at Los Tios Restaurant on Wes-

theimer.  Tickets are $40 per person and include dinner, 
great discussions with fellow Bromeliad lovers,  and an 
exciting auction.  Please see Allyn Pearlman at the meet-
ing to purchase your tickets.     
 
We are now only a week away from the Southwest Bro-
meliad Guild Show and Sale and the International 
Cryptanthus Society Show in Corpus Christi October 11-
13

th
.  I hope you have decided to join us for a fun, brome-

liad filled weekend.  There will be lots of bromeliads to 
buy (I don’t need any but that never seems to stop me), 
several garden tours to attend (I’ve been to one of them 
and it is very nice), and a banquet with a rare plant auc-
tion (lots of interesting plants/items already on the list).  
Thank you to everyone who has donated items and/or 
funds to help purchase plants for the auction.  And a huge 
thank you to those who stepped up to help run the events 
in Steve Reynolds’ absence; Allyn Pearlman - Sales, Rick 
Richtmyer – Show, and David Whipkey – everything else, 
and all the other volunteers who make it happen.  Steve 
started this endeavor and I know he would be very proud 
that all of you are making his dream become a reality.  My 
sincere thanks go out to you all. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Corpus Christi and at our 

meeting this month. Take care.   

Cherie         

October Program “Understanding Bromeliads” 
Presented by Dennis Cathcart 

Dennis and his wife, Linda, own and operate Tropiflora, established in 1976, which has 
become one of the largest collector-oriented exotic plant nurseries in the United States. 
  
His work with exotic plants, collecting, studying, photographing, writing and speaking 
about them has taken him to many countries around the world.  Exploring for new plant 
varieties is still one of his favorite activities, and they have made over 100 collecting trips 
to more than twenty-seven countries from the Caribbean and Latin American to South 
East Asia, Africa and Madagascar.  His explorations have resulted in the introduction of a 
number of new species of bromeliads to science and cultivation.  Three species of bro-
meliads, an Aechmea, a Neoregelia and a Vriesea, carry the specific epithet cathcartii. 
 
In addition to exploring and collecting plants, they were an exhibitor at the first Singapore 
Garden Festival for which they won a silver medal for their bromeliad exhibit among six-
teen countries exhibiting.  Dennis also judged at the 2013 Philadelphia Flower Show, the 
largest indoor flower show in the world.  
Lecturing takes Dennis and Linda to many fascinating places.  They have traveled widely 
throughout the U.S. as well as Australia, New Zealand, Venezuela, Brazil, Bahamas, 
Philippines, Java, Singapore and Thailand for speaking engagements.   

 
BS/H is fortunate that Dennis makes time in his busy schedule to give us a program every year.  The program this year 
is titled: “Understanding Bromeliads”.       
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Two Icons of the Bromeliad World 

2019 has been a very sad time regarding our losing some of the best and most generous of BS/H as well as  
Bromeliad Society International.  Two more of our friends passed within the last month, Gary Gallick and Herb Plever.   
 
Many of the members of our BS/H knew Gary Gallick very well.  He was a very active member in the society until he was 
hit so badly with ALS.   Also, Herb Plever was a brilliant and active gentleman with his group in New York and BSI.  And 
Herb thanked me every month when he received our Houston newsletter.  He often helped me with plant identification 
and provided guidance on how to obtain good information.   
 
Please note these brief obituaries cannot begin to express the magnitude of their work and their support. 

Gary E Gallick, Ph. D. 

Born August 27, 1952 in Champaign, Illinois. Deceased September 10, 2019 in 
Kingwood, Texas.  
 
Dr. Gallick received his Bachelor’s degree in Microbiology from the University of 
Michigan and his Master and Doctorate degrees in Microbiology from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He was a cancer researcher at the University of 
Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center (MDA) for 38 years achieving the rank of ten-
ured full professor in the Department of Cancer Biology and the Department of Geni-
tourinary Medical Oncology.  His major research interest was to understand how the 
tumor-causing gene Src was involved in colon and prostate cancer progression. He 
collaborated with both basic scientists and clinician scientists to focus on research 
that are of potential clinical importance. 
 
During his tenure at MDA, Dr. Gallick was also a faculty in the Graduate School of 
Biological Sciences (GSBS) at the University of Texas Health Science Center in 
Houston, He had a passion for teaching and mentoring graduate students. He orga-
nized and taught many courses and served on hundreds of student committees, as 
well as served once as the president of the GSBS faculty. In addition, he trained 
many Ph.D and master students as well as clinical fellows in his laboratory, many of 
whom are now professors. Among his greatest contributions to education was to 
establish and lead the first Graduate Education Committee to improve the quality of 
graduate education at both MDA and GSBS. As a result of his devotion to research, 
teaching and mentoring, he received numerous awards including the John P. 

McGovern Outstanding Teaching Award from GSBS, Faculty Achievement Award in Education from MDA; The William 
Randolph Hearst Foundation’s Faculty Achievement Award in Education; The University of Texas System Regents’ Out-
standing Teacher Award; the Paul E. Darlington Mentor Award from GSBS & MDA; the Special Challenge Award from 
the Prostate Cancer Foundation; and the John Mendelsohn Lifetime Achievement Award from MDA.  
 
Dr. Gallick received the Mary and Howard Lester Endowed Chair in Genitourinary Cancer at MDA in 2016 when he was 
diagnosed with ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis), also known as the Lou Gehrig’s disease, for 9 months. He kept work-
ing throughout his disease until his retirement in August, 2019.  He was an inspiration to all who saw him attend the 
weekly lab meetings for the last 18 months when he could no longer walk, talk, eat and breathe on his own. He depend-
ed on his wife and a caregiver to take him to MDA in a motorized wheelchair that’s equipped with a portable ventilator. 
This horrible disease took away most of his body functions but not his sharp mind.  So for as long as he felt that he could 
still make some contributions to science, he kept going. During his retirement party, it was announced by both the MDA 
and GSBS leaders that a GSBS classroom was dedicated to him for being an educator, scientist, mentor and champion 
of integrity for MD Anderson faculty and GSBS students from 1981 to 2019.  
 

Dr. Gallick had many hobbies. He loved classical music; he was a Houston Symphony season ticket holder for 35 years. 
He loved Bromeliads (a type of tropical plant) and he was a member of the Bromeliad Society of Hou-
ston (BS/H). During his illness, his friends from the BS/H kept his large collection of bromeliads alive 
by moving them into the garage in the winter and taking them out in the spring. They even named a 
bromeliad to honor him (Neoregelia “Gary Gallick”).  Gary and his wife Jan have been members of the 
BSH since 1993.   
 
Gary is predeceased by his mother Dr. Mary Catherine Gallick. He is survived by his wife Dr. Jan Liang, his father Dr. 
Harold Gallick, brother Dr. Harold L. Gallick, sister-in-law Dr. Marilynn Gallick, nephews Mathew and Nickolas Gallick 
and niece Karista Gallick, Jan’s sister Rebecca Middleton, brothers Michael, Larry and David Liang and their families. 
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Herb Plever 

On September 9, 2019, the bromeliad world lost a patriarch -- Herb Plev-
er.  
 
A New York lawyer for decades, he lived in  the outskirts of the city for a 
lifetime.  Herb died in his nineties. 
 
He holds accomplishments which may never be matched -- he attended 
all BSI World Conferences for four or five decades. 
 
He was the editor of the Bromeliana for his NY Society forever. 
 
He was married for over 60 years, until his wife passed away a few years 
ago. She was a saint as their apartment had more plants than any other 
apartment I have ever seen.  And the plants required weeks of bathing 
four times a year.   
 
He always wrote an email to us saying "Thank You" when receiving the 
BromeliAdvisory.  Not until I did not receive that return email did I inquire 
about what had happened. 

 
He was to the NY Society what Nat DeLeon was to the BSSF. 
 
His loss will be very much felt worldwide, and especially to the NY Society.—Robert C. Meyer 

 
PLEVER--Herb. 95, husband of Sylvia (died in 2018); father of Terry Kalb (Paul) and Steve Plever (Ginna); grandpa of 
Joanna (Gabe), Ben, Joe, Louise; great-grandpa of Noah, died on September 9. He was a WWII vet, lawyer, and civil 
activist in Rochdale Village. Herb had passion for social justice, Italy, opera, folk dancing. He co-founded NY Bromeliad 
Society, wrote its journal, and was a trustee of Bromeliad Society International.   
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President --   Cherie Lee  
Vice President --  Linda Whipkey 
Treasurer --   Allyn Pearlman    
Secretary --    David Whipkey 
Board of Directors --  Madge Donaldson and Scherie Townsend 
  
The Nominating Committee, chaired by Don Green, has put forward the following slate of Officers and Directors for 
2018.  The election will be held at the October meeting. 
  

President — Cherie Lee 
Cherie joined the BS/H in early 2007.  She served as BS/H board member from 2008-2010, Vice President from 2017-

2018, and is currently serving her first term as President for our society.  Cherie also maintains the computer records for 

our Shows and helps her husband Frank manage the Raffle Table at our meetings when she has time.  She is a member 

of the BSI and recently became a BSI Director for the US Central States and BSI Membership Secretary.  She is also a 

member of the Cryptanthus Society International and several other plant societies.   

  

Vice President — Linda Whipkey 
Linda Whipkey was born in Eastern Ohio and moved to Texas in 1979. During that time, she had been a high school 
teacher and adult education trainer. She is retired from the Harris County Information Technology Department. She now 
enjoys growing her bromeliads, and other house plants in the greenhouse and sewing room. She enjoys quilting and 
embroidery and finds her sewing room as an inspirational place to work creatively. She has entered several shows in the 
artistic and horticultural categories. Linda was Secretary of the Houston Bromeliad Society last calendar year.  
 
  
Secretary —  David Whipkey 
David lives on the prairie west of Tomball with his wife Linda where they grow a variety of plants. He has been interested 
in gardening for over 60 years. David has been a member of the Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. for 30+ years and is 
currently serving as the society’s Secretary. He is serving on the board of directors of the Southwest Bromeliad Guild.  
He is also a member of the Cryptanthus Society International and is currently serving as the organization’s Vice-
President. He is a member of the Bromeliad Society International and has been designated as an Internationally Accred-
ited Master Bromeliad Judge by that organization. David is a retired public-school teacher and has been spending as 
much time as possible sharing his knowledge of and enthusiasm for growing Bromeliads .  
 
  
Treasurer — Allyn Pearlman 
Allyn joined the society in 1991. He was Editor of the Bulletin from 1992 to 2002, and has been Membership Chairman 
since 1993. He has served as a Director and President, and was Chairman of our annual show in 1995. Allyn is also an 
active supporter of the Southwest Guild and is currently the Treasurer of that organization as well as the BS/H and The 
Cryptanthus Society. Allyn is a BSI Accredited Judge and a member of the BSI. 
 
 
Director – Madge Donaldson 
 Margaret J Donaldson (but goes by Madge) is a former art teacher from Milby HS HISD, Kerr HS Alief ISD, and ended 
at Carver, Aldine ISD, with a few other places thrown in.  She has a daughter in New Jersey, actress, teacher, now with 
grandkids and travels there about 3 or four times a year.  As a widow she is enjoying life.  In her art, she can paint and-
watercolor is favorite.  She did Jewelry mostly casting rings, small figures and since retiring, now she plays in the mud, 
ceramics. Also, she thinks about ways of combining bromeliads with her pots and yard art. 
 
Madge has known about Bromeliads since a trip to Florida in '64, when she bought a Billbergia for her dad (still has 
starts from that plant). She has bought random ones through the years because of the colors and pulls them in when it is 
cold.  About a year ago she ran across the notice in  the paper about the meetings  so she started coming and needless 
to say she’s hooked.  Madge enjoys the fellowship and the raffles especially.  She hopes she can be of some service to 
the group. 
 
  
Director – Scherie Townsend 
Scherie is a native Texan.  She joined BSH in 2009 and served as a director in 2010 - 2011.  She is a retired science 
teacher. She brought home all of the animals from her science lab and now enjoys having extra time to spend with her 
dogs and wild critters.  She especially enjoys extra gardening time. 

2020 SLATE OF OFFICERS 
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 Location:  Metropolitan Multi-Service Center, 1475 West 
Gray, Houston 77019 
 
Call to order:  President Cherie Lee at   7:06 pm 
 
Plant Sale:  A member sale was held. 
 
Visitors:  None 
 
New Members:  None 
 
Announcements & Committee Reports: 
 

• Cherie Lee thanked the people who brought food, raffle 
plants, and/or Show and Tell plants. 

• Linda Whipkey announced that Dennis Cathcart from 
Tropiflora Nursery in Sarasota Florida will be the Octo-
ber speaker. 

• David Whipkey gave a short biography for Gary Gal-
lick. 

• Cherie Lee reminded the members that the SWBG/
Cryptanthus show will be held October 11-13, 2019 at 
the Emerald Beach Hotel in Corpus Christi.  The dead-
lines for registration and hotel reservations are rapidly 
nearing.  Those who wish to donate plants for the auc-
tion should contact Cherie as soon as possible. 

• Allyn Pearlman reminded members who wish to sell 
plants at the guild show to contact him for a sales num-
ber. 

• Allyn announced that the Christmas meeting will be 
Saturday December 7, 2019 at the Los Tios Restau-
rant on Westheimer. 

• Verna Powers thanked the people who brought re-

freshments for the meeting. 

• Shirl and Gordon Stowe announced that another gar-
den tour was in the works.  It will possibly be held in 
early November. 

• Frank Lee reminded people who brought plants for the 
raffle to sign the donors’ sheet. 

• There will be a judge’s symposium November 2, 2019.  
Judges should contact Rick Richtmyer if they want 
more information. 

• David Whipkey distributed show schedules, entry 
cards, and entry sheets to those who were interested. 

 
 
Show & Tell: Conducted by John Schmidt.  Plants provid-
ed by John Schmidt, Troy and Kim Merchant, and Shirl and 
Gordon Stowe. 
 
Name tag drawing winner – Gene Powers 
Membership winner – Allyn Pearlman 
 
A short break for refreshments was held from 7:40pm until 
7:55pm. 
 
Program:   
Linda Whipkey introduced our speaker, John Edmonson, 
who gave a program on plant photography titled “Making 
Plant Portraits” 
 
Adjournment:    8:45pm pm 
 
Plant Raffle:  Conducted by Frank Lee and helpers.  It 
netted $76.00 
 
Submitted by David Whipkey 

Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. 
Minutes - Regular Meeting 

September 17, 2019 

MOON TILLY by Alicia Baker 
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Bromeliads on the Bay October 11-13, 2019 

 
 

2019 Southwest Bromeliad Guild Show & Sale 
International Cryptanthus Society Show 

October 11-13, 2019 
    All Rooms Have Fridges & Microwave and hotel has Free Parking 

october BIRTHDAYS 
  
 Ed Doherty    10/3 
 John Edmonson   10/3 
 Frank Lee    10/5 
 Linda Whipkey   10/6 
 Wray Page    10/14 
 Gloria Spacek   10/15 
 R, L. Frasier    10/23 
 Margo Racca     10/23 
 Rick Richtmyer   10/24 
 Alex Chapman   10/25 
 Fritz Jackson    10/26 
 Martha Burg    10/29 
 Marsha Krumrey   10/29 
 Daniel Wolf    10/30 

  November BIRTHDAYS 
  
 Shirl Stowe    11/1 
 Betty Zugheri    11/4 
  Carole Richtmyer   11/5  
 James Billimek   11/10 
 Faye Martin    11/11 
 Sidney Newton   11/14 
 Ray Johnson    11/16 
 Cindy Gray Strickland  11/25 
 Peg Raymond   11/28 
 Cristy Brenner   11/30 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

40TH ANNUAL SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD GUILD SHOW & 
16th CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY SHOW 

 

Thursday, October 10, 2019 
3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.        Storage / Outrigger Room 
 

Friday, October 11, 2019 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.    Registration & Hospitality Desk  
10:00 a.m.- Noon              Set Up Show Room / Sand Dollar Room 
10:00 a.m. – Noon            Set Up Plant Sale Room / Seabreeze Room 
11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.       Classification & Enter Plants in Show /  Catamaran Room 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.       Plant Sale Open to Registrants Only / Seabreeze Room 
                                         (Must Wear Name Badge for Entry) 
8:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.       Plant Sale Area Closes 
 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 
7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.         Judges, Clerks Plus All Registrants Breakfast Buffet / Kokomos Room  
8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. Late Entries 
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.         Orientation for Judges and Clerks / Kokomos Room 
9:00 a.m.                           Judging of  Shows Begin / Sand Dollar Room 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.         Registration & Hospitality Desk Open 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.         Plant Sale Open to the Registrants & Public / Seabreeze Room 
12:30 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.        Judges, Clerks Plus All Registrants Luncheon / Kokomos Room 
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.        Shows Open to Public / Sand Dollar Room 
2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.        Banquet Decorating & Auction Set Up / Kokomos Room 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.        Southwest Bromeliad Guild Meeting / Outrigger Room 
5:00 p.m.                          Show Room & Plant Sale Room Closes 
5:45 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.       Cash Bar  
6:00 p.m. – 6:45 p.m.       Preview Auction Items / Kokomos Room 
6:30 p.m.                          Banquet Seating Begins /Kokomos Room 
6:45 p.m.                          Banquet Served /Kokomos Room 
8:00 p.m.                          SWBG & CS Auction / Kokomos Room 
 

Sunday, October 13, 2019 
7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.        Storage / Outrigger Room 
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.        Cryptanthus Society Meeting & Continental Breakfast / Kokomos  
    Room 
9:00 a.m.                          Show & Sale Open To Public / Sand Dollar Room & Seabreeze Room 
8:00 a.m. – Noon             Local Garden Tour #1 Gene & Lorna Haynes 
8:00 a.m. – Noon             Local Garden Tour #2 David & Eva Gardner 
Noon                               SWBG & CS Shows Close (Dismantle the Show)                               
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CONVENTION CENTER LOADING/UNLOADING AREA 
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What’s Blooming at Lee’s Garden 

Cryptanthus ‘Moon River’ 

Billbergia ‘Hallelujah’ 

Cryptanthus ‘Sarah Huffman’ 

Orthophytum species ‘Red Frost’ Tillandsia ionantha ‘Fuego’ 

Ursulaea 
tuitensis 
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What’s Blooming at Edmonson’s Garden 

Cryptanthus ‘Faux Menescal’ 

Cryptanthus ‘Moon River’ 

Cryptanthus ‘Pomegranate’ 

Neoregelia ‘Popoki’ 

 What’s Blooming at Richtmyer’s Garden 

Sincoraea albopictum  var.  
all green with yellow center 

Orthophytum zanonii 
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MESSAGE BOARD FOR OCTOBER 

 

• PLANT SALE OCTOBER:  No member plant sale.  Dennis Cathcart will be selling plants from 
Tropiflora!  

 
 
• TIME TO VOTE:   Election of officers to the board at October meeting.  Please see slate of officers 

in this newsletter. 
  
 

•     JUDGES SYMPOSIUM AND ELECTION NOVEMBER 2: (See Page 1)         
   
         
•     SEEDLING:  No seedling this month.  Next one should be November. 
 
  
•     NEWSLETTER...Online  at BSH site http://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/   
 
 
• SEED BANK:  Contact Bryan Windham (brykool69@yahoo.com) or  
      Rick Richtmyer (PLANOBROM@aol.com)  if you have any questions. 
 
 
• Christmas Meeting December 7 at Los Tios.  Purchase tickets from Allyn Pearlman.   

 Foxie’s Health & Safety:  

Flu Shots 

• The seasonal flu shot is a yearly vaccine adminis-
tered to protect against the flu, or influenza. 
 

• In the United States, flu shots are recommended for 
everyone ages 6 months and older, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 

• The flu can be a very serious illness, especially in 
young children, adults ages 65 and over, those with underlying health conditions, and 
pregnant women.  

 

• The flu shot is the best way to protect yourself and family from the flu, the CDC says. 
 

• Strains of the flu virus are constantly changing, so a new flu vaccine is made each year. Scientists make 
the vaccine before the flu season starts by predicting which flu strains are likely to be the most common 
during the upcoming season. 

 
Exactly when the flu season starts and ends is unpredictable, so health officials recommend that people get 
their flu shot in early fall, preferably by the end of October, the CDC says. Flu activity typically peaks in January 
or February.  However, you can get your inoculation throughout the fall.   
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Whipkey’s Words 
October 2019 

  
Monocarp and Phenotype  

   

As I write this I am reminded of the old saying, “The best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry.”  I had a word cho-
sen, started to do research.  Then I read the list of topics that Dennis Cathcart was going to include in his presentation.  
Oops, change of plan.  I found a couple of words in his outline whose definitions were a little fuzzy to me.  
 
I think this month we will have two Whipkey’s Words, monocarp and phenotype.  Let us discuss them in reverse alpha-
betical order. 
 
I had no idea what the definition of phenotype was.  I drew a total blank.  A Bromeliad Glossary was not much help.  It 
did not even mention the word.  Time for plan B.  The Biology of the Bromeliads by David H Benzing defines phenotype 
as: “the detectable expression of the interaction of the genotype and environment.”  Say what?  Oh and a sub definition 
clarifies by saying:  “also known as the visible characteristics of an organism.”  Now that’s something that I can under-
stand.  A phenotype is just the description of a plant.  It would include the color, the size, the shape of the leaves, the 
color of the flower, and other physical attributes. 
 
Moving on, according to the A Bromeliad Glossary monocarp is defined as:  “a plant that flowers or fruits but once.”  Not 
a bad definition, but if my memory serves me well, it’s not quite complete.  As I remembered it the definition is:  a plant 
that flowers or fruits but once, and then dies.  After further investigation, my memory was proven correct.  I guess the 
official BSI definition implies this, but I like to make it very clear.  With many Bromeliads, if I may borrow a term from col-
lege sports, it’s one and done.  Grow—Bloom—Die.   
 
This is probably not what many of our newer members wanted to hear.  I am sure that some of them are thinking, “You 
mean that the plant I paid $40 for will only bloom once and then die.”  True, but it’s not all bad.  You can collect the seed, 
plant it, and raise seedlings.  However, that takes a lot of time, sometimes years, but it can be done.  Unfortunately, not 
many people want to take that route.  Fortunately most Bromeliads have a backup plan in place.  They produce pups 
(keikis for you orchid lovers) also called offsets.  The pups are little clones of the mother plant.  They appear at various 
locations on the plant, and they can be separated and potted.  With reasonable care they grow into plants that are 
(usually) genetically identical to the original plant.  Your $40 plant can turn into multiple plants that you can enjoy for 
years to come. 
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The Houston Orchid Society, Inc. 
www.houstonorchidsociety.org 

Regular meeting first Thursday of month  
at 7:30 P.M. 

First Christian Church 
1601 Sunset Blvd 

Next meeting will be November 7  

Jimbo’s Nursery 
 

15019  8
th
 St., Santa Fe, TX 77517, 409-925-6933 

 
www.Jimbosnurserytx.com; email: Jimbos3@earthlink.net 
 
We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia, Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Neoregelia, and Tilland-
sia. Please compare our prices and our quality. 

 
Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society 

www.tgcfernsoc.org 
 

Regular meeting  
third Sunday of month at 2:00 P.M. 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 
2020 Hermann Drive 

Next meeting will be October 20 
 

 SEPTEMBER 2019 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON RAFFLE  $76 

 
OCTOBER REFRESHMENTS:   

A to M 
 

Thanks to everyone for contributing to the goodies. 
 
Please refer to the Bulletin to determine if it is your 
turn (last name begins with A thru M group, and last 
name begins with N thru Z group).   
 
Bring your refreshment ready to serve with the ap-
propriate serving tool and don’t forget to get your 
items at the close of the meeting!    
 
Your Hospitality Committee and fellow members  
appreciate your participation. 

DONORS WINNERS 

  Alicia Baker  Alicia Baker 

  Cherie Lee  Troy Merchant 

  John Schmidt  Vickey Gurka 

  David Whipkey   

Please note: 
 

  Because of the very lousy weather on meeting night, 
we were unable to get all the signatures for winners.    

mailto:Jimbos3@earthlink.net
http://www.tgcfernsoc.org
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY/HOUSTON INC. 

About the Bromeliad Society/Houston 
 
This corporation is organized exclusively for purely public 
charity and strictly educational purposes.  Specific goals 
of the Society shall be to: 
 

Increase knowledge of bromeliads through inter-
change and dissemination of information. 
 
Use such funds as are available for the purpose 
of research and/or equipment in institutions of 
higher learning within the State of Texas. 
 
 There are two classes of membership: 

 
 Individual   $20.00 per year 
 Family    $30.00 per year 

 
 All memberships begin with January of the current 

year. 
 

Visit our website at www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org 
for more information. 
______________________________________________ 
 
The Bulletin is published monthly and is available online 
prior to monthly meetings.  Articles and any other infor-
mation pertinent to bromeliads are solicited.  Articles may 
be reprinted with proper acknowledgment given to author 
and publication.   
 
Please have articles to the editor 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com  before end of the month. 
 
A Yearbook is published annually based on the member-
ship roll at the end of the regular February meeting of 
each year and distributed to members of the BS/H, Inc. 
 
Please address any correspondence regarding this publi-
cation to: 
 

 Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 

Houston, TX 77068 
mary@edmonsonphoto.com 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

MEMBER OF 
SOUTHWEST BROMELIAD 

GUILD 

AFFILIATED WITH THE 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY 

INTERNATIONAL 

Officers and Chairmen 
 

President   Cherie Lee  
   24672 Pine Ridge 
   Hockley, TX  77447 
   832-566-5786  
   cherie.d.lee@sbcglobal.net 

 
Vice President   Linda Whipkey 
Secretary   David  Whipkey 
Treasurer   Allyn Pearlman 
Past President      Don Green 
 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Term Expires 
12/31/19                   12/31/20  12/31/21 
Mary Cinotto       Gordon Stowe   Vickey Gurka 
John Edmonson      Shirl Stowe  Frank Lee 
 
                           
I.     Standing Committees 
       1. Publicity   Allyn Pearlman 
              Bulletin Editor  Mary Cinotto 
       2. Plant Sales Chairman        Allyn Pearlman 
       3. Programs Chairman Linda Whipkey  
       4. Standing Committees Ex-Officio Members:  

                    Don Green / Cherie Lee 
     

   
II. Committees of the Board       

Representatives 
 

Southwest Bromeliad Guild    David Whipkey,  
     Ray Johnson 
Bromeliad Society International Annette Dominguez, 
     Cherie Lee, 
     Margo Racca                                  
      

1 Annual Show  David Whipkey 
2 Bromeliad Culture David Whipkey 
3 Courtesy  Midge Gorman 
4        Garden Tours  Gordon Stowe,                                                   

    Shirl Stowe 
5  Historian   David Whipkey 
6 Holiday Party Chairman Allyn Pearlman 
7 Hospitality Coordinator Verna Powers 
8 Members &  
 Visitor Register:   Ken Gardner, 
    Noreen Tolman 
9 Membership  Allyn Pearlman 
10 Raffle Plants  Cherie Lee,  
    Frank Lee 
11 Seedlings  Allyn Pearlman 
12 Show & Tell  John Schmidt  
13 Webmaster  Joy Reynolds 

http://www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
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Mary Cinotto 
16023 Pebble Bend Drive 
Houston, TX 77068 

FIRST CLASS 


