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Bromeliad Society 

 OCTOBER 2024 Volume 57 Number 10 

FROM SCOTT SANDEL...Here  are some photos of Vrieseas I grow under 50% shade-cloth, about 2 miles from 
the Pacific Ocean and 1.5 miles from San Diego Bay 
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REMINDERS 
 

   REGULAR MEETING  
 

October 15 at 6:30 PM 
A to M refreshment hosts 

  
 

Metropolitan Multi-Service Center 
1475 West Gray 
Houston 77019 

 
Or By Zoom 

 

OCTOBER MEETING 
 

Speaker: Dennis Cathcart 
Dennis selling plants 

 
OCTOBER 12 

 
Houston Cactus & Succulent Society is 

planning a group visit to Jimbo's Nursery   

 
NOVEMBER MEETING 

Seedling  
 
 

DECEMBER PARTY 
     

BHS HOLIDAY PARTY 
SATURDAY, 

 DECEMBER 7 . 6:00 P.M. 
9527 WESTHEIMER ROAD 

$40 PER PERSON 
  

RSVP TO ALLYN PEARLMAN 
(deliboys@comcast.net) 

THIS ISSUE: 
 
 
President’s Page 
 
Speaker Dennis Cathcart 
 
Officer and Board Member Bios 

 
Tools and Techniques 
 
Zoom Details for Meeting 
 
BSHI Folks INVITED  
 
October Plants 
  
Bulletin Board 
 
Bulletin Board Humor 
 
Glossary 
 
Resources 
  
BSHI Officers/Directors  

 

OCTOBER Cryptanthus ‘San Antonio’ 
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FROM THE PREZ 

  I seem to be watering more than any other household job for the last three 
months.  An hour after I finish the watering job the soil is bone dry.  I am do-
ing the best I can do with what we have to work with in Houston this sea-
son.  

 

I have enjoyed getting back out into the cooler yard and working to plant 
the fall vegetable garden.  That is a lot more fun than hurricane damage re-
pair which is progressing at a snail’s pace  

 

I enjoyed our member plant sale in September.  I spent more than I had 
budgeted but my excuse was that I did not have them and I NEEDED THEM 
URGENTLY.    

 

We will have another sale in October with plants from Tropiflora along with 
our program presented by Dennis Cathcart.  

 

Our election for Officers and board members will be held during our Octo-
ber meeting so be sure to attend the meeting.  

 

Dues for 2025 are now due to Allyn Pearlman!!!  

 

Our job responsibilities are changing for the new year and soon you will get 
a call from the new board to fill the committee positions.   Please take a 
small piece of our society committee responsibilities that make our society 
so special and rich.   
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SPEAKER DENNIS CATHCART Bromeliad Collecting Adventures  

 And review of Koulev 
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Biographies for 2025 Officers and New Board Members 

Malcolm McCorquodale – Board Position through 2027 
 
Malcolm McCorquodale is a candidate for the BS/H board of directors.  He has been 
growing Bromeliads on-and-off since High School.  Malcolm is a member of several 
local and national plant societies covering Orchids, Ferns, Begonias and of course 
Bromeliads.  Malcolm also enjoys photographing plants and is the official photogra-
pher for the American Orchid Society’s Houston Judging Center. 
  
Noreen Tolman – Board Position through 2027 
 
Noreen Tolman is a long-time member of the Bromeliad Society/Houston.  During her 
membership she has provided support in many vital areas, serving as Vice President 
and also as a Board Member for several years.  She initiated and manages a Face-
book page for our Society.  She and her husband Ken handled membership infor-
mation and greetings at our monthly meetings for many years.  She is a qualified BSI 
Judge and has provided excellent support in many of our shows as well as shows in 
other parts of the country.  She is willing and more than able to become a member of 
our Board of Directors once again. 
 
Michael O’Neal – President 
 
Mike O'Neal has been around bromeliads most of his life. Growing up, his dad and 
many of his dad's friends were avid collectors of a wide variety of tropical plants with 
several specializing in bromeliads. He has been growing bromeliads himself for over 
30 years starting with the classic Aechmea fasciata received from his dad. Along the 
way, he has had the opportunity to do almost everything wrong with them and still 
has a thriving collection. As a fairly recent member of the Bromeliad Society Houston, 
he continuously wonders why he waited so long to take advantage of the knowledge, 
experience and resources of a wonderful group of bromeliad growers and he has 
served as Vice President in the society his dad helped build.  Now he is happy to 
serve as President for the Bromeliad Society/Houston. 
 
Gordon Stowe – Vice President 
 
Gordon has been an avid Bromeliad enthusiast since 2009. He has built 2 green-
houses and a covered Dyckia structure in his yard in addition to planting bromeliads 
in ground garden areas. He has served on the board of directors for Bromeliad Soci-
ety Houston more than once.  Gordon assists with technology in program presenta-
tions and zoom productions.  In addition he assists with auctions for the Houston So-
ciety and has also provided auction support for the SW Guild and several world con-
ferences.  He is happy to serve the Society as Vice President. 
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Biographies for 2025 Officers and New Board Members 

 
Don Green – Secretary 
 

Don joined BS/HI in 1993. He has served the Society as a member of the 
Board of Directors, as Vice-President and President. He is an internation-
ally accredited BSI Judge. Don has served many roles in BS/HI and 
SWBG Shows. He has served as Co-Chair of the Show Committee, Chair 
of Placement Committee, Chair of Judges Committee and coordinated 
transportation for the 2016 World Bromeliad Conference in Houston. He is 
always willing to do what needs to be done for the Society. 
  

 
Allyn Pearlman – Treasure 
 
For BS/H Treasurer: Allyn Pearlman Allyn joined BS/H Inc. in 1991. He 

was editor of the BS/H Inc. Bulletin from 1992-2002 and has been mem-
bership chair since 1993. He has served BS/H Inc. as a Director and Pres-
ident and was Chairman of our annual show in 1995. Allyn is an active 

supporter of the Southwest Bromeliad Guild and is currently Treasurer of 
that organization. Allyn also serves as Treasurer of the Cryptanthus Socie-
ty International and for many years has served as Treasurer of BS/H Inc. 
He is a member of Bromeliad Society International and is an International-

ly Accredited Master Bromeliad Judge. 

MARIANNE CANEVARO 
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 OCTOBER TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES 

    What is a good way to ensure the hanging plants such a Tilland-
sias and others get a little extra nourishment from time to time...A 
sprayer.  Adding a liquid fertilizer such as fish emulsion, Miracle 
Gro or whatever you choose for a liquid fertilizer to your sprayer, 
is the easiest way to go about it.  Just be sure your sprayer is 
thoroughly washed from any other chemicals you may have used 
it in.  And you may want to dedicate a sprayer to plant friendly ma-
terials only.   
 
The sprayers below are fairly common.  The pump bottle is filled 
with liquid, sealed and then pressure pumped.  The   “trombone” 
sprayer  has the hose portion submerged in a bucket.  The trom-
bone will give you a wider range.  And both can be found at hard-
ware stores or on Amazon.  They are easy to use and easy to 
store.  And what’s more, they are rather fun to use. 
 
Your hanging plants will appreciate this and you’ll see good re-
sults providing you following the directions on ratio of fertilizer to 
water.   
 

Enjoy! 
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ZOOM INFORMATION FOR REGULAR MEETING 
Bromeliad Society Houston is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 
Topic: Bromeliad Society Houston October Monthly Meeting 
Time: Oct 15, 2024 06:30 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81659453399?
pwd=qwR6ZxTgsxJaP833uauK8LQpeHXnHF.1 
 
Meeting ID: 816 5945 3399 
Passcode: 399211 
 
--- 
 
One tap mobile 
+13462487799,,81659453399#,,,,*399211# US (Houston) 
+12532158782,,81659453399#,,,,*399211# US (Tacoma) 
 
--- 
 
Dial by your location 
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
• +1 669 444 9171 US 
• +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
• +1 719 359 4580 US 
• +1 253 205 0468 US 
• +1 360 209 5623 US 
• +1 386 347 5053 US 
• +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US 
• +1 646 931 3860 US 
• +1 689 278 1000 US 
• +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
• +1 305 224 1968 US 
• +1 309 205 3325 US 
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 
Meeting ID: 816 5945 3399 
Passcode: 399211 
 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcGwnIkf3P 
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BSHI Folks INVITED TO JOIN 
 Houston Cactus & Succulent Society 

  
Last month, a number of folks from BSHI helped promote bromeliads along 
side of the Houston Cactus and Succulent Society.  Those who volun-
teered to help were: 
 
Ruby Adams, Alicia Baker, Don Green, Vickey Gurka, Frank and Cherie 
Lee, Mike O’Neal, Debbie Thomas, Scherie Townes and David and Linda 
Whipkey.   

 
Also, check the email sent about the trip to Jimbo’s on  
October 12.  Another joint event. 
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OCTOBER IN VICKIE GURKA’S GARDEN 
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AND A MOUNTED DISPLAY VICKIE MADE IN MEMORY OF BARBARA 
 

 It will be donated to Barbara’s church auction in her memory   
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 From Gordon and Shirl Stowe 
Ananas lucidus 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
OCTOBER 2024  

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 
  
John Edmonson  10/3 
Frank Lee    10/5 
Linda Whipkey   10/6 
Melenie Yuen   10/20 
Margo Racca   10/23 
Rick Richtmyer   10/24 
Laura Lovato   10/27 
Kenneth Gardner  10/28 
Marsha Krumrey  10/29 
Daniel Wolf   10/30 

A TO M Bring Refreshments 

NOTICE:   
 

If you would like to  
purchase one or both of 
Dennis’ books, please 
let Mike O’Neal know.  

 
 He will ask Dennis to 
bring books for you.  

Mike’s email and phone 
number are the  

directory.  
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BULLETIN BOARD 
Humor 

OCTOBER 2024  
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GLOSSARY 
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BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON WEB PAGE 
Bromeliad Society /Houston – Sharing the love of Bromeliads in the 
Space City… (bromeliadsocietyhouston.org)  
 
 
BROMELIAD SOCIETY HOUSTON FACEBOOK  
(20+) Bromeliad Society Houston | Facebook  

 
 

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 
BSI | The Bromeliad Society International  
 
 

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF BROMELIAD SOCIETIES 
https://fcbs.org/_index.php 
 
 

BROMELIADS IN AUSTRALIA 
Bromeliads in Australia  
 
NEW ZEALAND BROMELIAD SOCIETY 
Welcome to the BSNZ Website  
 
BROMELIAD THAILAND 
(20+) Bromeliads Thailand | Facebook  
 
BROMELIADS SOUTHERN AFRICA 
(20+) Facebook  
 
CRYPTANTHUS SOCIETY 
CryptanthusSociety.net 
 
WIKIPEDIA 
Bromeliaceae - Wikipedia  
 
Please feel free to let the editor know of other sites you’ve found. 
  

RESOURCES 

https://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/
https://bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/105841562777246/
https://www.bsi.org/new/
https://fcbs.org/_index.php
http://www.bromeliad.org.au/
https://www.bsnz.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bromsocthailand/
https://www.facebook.com/bromeliadssa/
https://cryptanthussociety.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bromeliaceae
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 2024 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 

PRESIDENT       SECRETARY 
Scherie Townes       David Whipkey 
 
VICE PRESIDENT       TREASURER           PAST PRESIDENT 
Michael O’Neal       Allyn Pearlman        Shirl Stowe 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS————————————- 
Through 2024      Through 2025     Through 2026 
Gordon Stowe            Frank Lee                   Don Green 
Melenie Yuen        Linda Whipkey         Mary Cinotto 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES————————————- 
 
PUBLICATION                    PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 
Allyn Pearlman               Michael O’Neal 
 
EDITOR                               STANDING COMMITTEES EX-OFFICIO 
Mary Cinotto                      Shirl Stowe 
                                              Cherie Lee 
PLANT SALES CHAIRMAN 
Allyn Pearlman 
 
 

COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD——————————- 
 
ANNUAL SHOW   HOSPITALITY 
David Whipkey   Debbie Taylor 
 
BROMELIAD CULTURE  MEMBERSHIP 
Carole and Rick Richtmyer Allyn Pearlman 
 
COURTESY   SEEDLINGS 
Midge Gorman   Allyn Pearlman 
 
DIRECTORY   SHOW AND TELL 
Mary Cinotto   Gordon Stowe 
 
EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS RAFFLE 
Mary Cinotto   Cherie and Frank Lee 
 
GARDEN TOURS   REGISTRATION 
Gordon and Shirl Stowe  John Sarkisian 
 
HISTORIAN   ZOOM COMMUNICATION 
David Whipkey   Michael O’Neal 
 
HOLIDAY PARTY CHAIRMAN 
Allyn Pearlman 
 

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL——————- 
Annette Dominquez Cherie Lee  
Margo Racca  Daniel Wolf 

 

   TO: Ruby Adams 
 3906 Woodmont Circle 
 Houston, TX 77045-3514  

FOR THE OCTOBER MEETING: 
 

Dennis Cathcart.  Author of: 
 
Koulèv: Adventures of an  
American Snake Hunter,  
Book One 
 
AND 
 
Koulèv: Adventures of an  
American Snake Hunter,  
Book Two 
 
And Dennis will be selling 
plants from Tropiflora Nurse-
ry 
 


