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FROM THE PREZ
I seem to be watering more than any oth
mont hAsn. hour after | finish the whtamidg-
i ng the best I can do with what we hjave
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I have enjoyed getting back out i nt ol th
the fall vege'ItIaath elsgaafdlemt more fun tlhan
pair which is proygrpaséeng at a snai l
I enjoyed our me mber pl dnts pseanlte momr e$ & ph
budgeted but my excuse was that | di d ni
URGENTLY.
We wi | | have another sale in October [wi:
our program presented by Dennis Cathclart
Our election for Officers and board mem
ber meeting so be sure to attend the |mee
Dues for 2025 are now due to Allyn Pelar|l
Our job responsibilities are changing| foc
a call from the new board to Pflielalset fak
smal | piece of our society committee |re:
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SPEAKER DENNI S BAromeLRad Coll ecti ni
And review of Koul ev

KouléV ey Dennis Catheart

A Book Review
by Chris Bruce

Adventures of an American Snakehunter Book One is the subtitle for this new
book in our library collection. Prior to this book, Dennis Cathcart was only known
to Bromeliad aficionados

as the founding owner of the famous Tropiflora Plant Nursery in Sarasota, Florida.
But in this book, the author recounts his endless adventures that added to an
expansive knowledge of snakes and snake behavior.

From an early age. he sensed adventure growing up in woody, rural Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. The home of his
youth backed up to 25 acres which he frequently explored. That is where his fascination with snakes began.
By the age of six, he convinced his dad to build a cage for his first Red Ratsnake. His knowledge of snakes
seemed to grow faster than school earned knowledge. By fourth grade he was allowed to keep a snake cage
outside his classroom. Frequent absences were eventually accepted by his teachers since they recognized
that he was learning while in the outdoors. Growing up in the 1960's, the world was a simpler place than to-
day. The safe world around him allowed him to explore and discover the ocean, the forest and native fauna.
Eventually he found other boys who shared his interests. Their friendship provided a sound base for an out-
door life.

By the age of fifteen, he was collecting snakes and riding with them on his bike to Wild Cargo, an animal store
twelve miles from his home. There he was able to trade his snake finds for others he wanted to collect. His
membership in the South Florida Herpetological Society introduced him to new relationships with scientists,
professors and businessmen. Many of these people became lifelong friends and co-adventurers and advi-
SOrS.

The school librarian was always on the lookout to find books that would inspire him. His friends were a whole-
some group with no smoking, drug taking or alcohol use. They stayed out of trouble and enjoyed an idyllic
youth hunting, bagging. trading and selling snakes. At first, snake collecting took him on trips throughout Flor-
ida to obtain specimens. Soon he was in business and shipping snakes far away to Japan. By 1965 he began
taking trips to Bimini, Mexico, Haiti, the Bahamas. and Costa Rica. He never seemed to refuse an opportunity
to join the next adventure. He was saved from disaster and death many times, including being left on an unin-
habited island with no food or water. His basic intelligence and life experiences gave him the common sense
to solve ongoing challenges.

The author only mentions Bromeliads and orchids in passing descriptions of snake habitats. By the end of the
book, the reader does not understand how he changes his focus and becomes a plant expert. This memory-

filled recollection of a life from childhood to young adulthood describes a very unigue individual.

Koulév, the Haitian word for snake, provides a fast-paced, exciting read. It is perfect for a late summer’s day.
And the reader is left with a thirst for Book Two.

Article Reprinted from the Saddleback Valley Bromellad Soclety, Pup Talk, September 2022
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Mal col m Mc CoirBpwmaodalPeosi ti on through 2027

Mal col m McCorquodal e is a candi dHhet eh afsorb ete
growi ng Br eamedlfifa dssi nocne WMWiadlt o$aeanho sl @ membe
| ocal and national pl ant societies cover.

Bromel M@aldesol m al so enjoys photographing p
pher for the Amer@& cHonu sOrornhiJdu dSgpicngetGent er .

Noreen TdBlomamd Position through 2027

Noreen Tol mdamn mes ma& mbemg of the Bromeliad S
member ship she has provided support i n ma
and also as a Board Member for several ye
book page for our Society. She and her h
mati on and greetings at our monthly meet]i
Judge and has provided excell ent support
ot her parts of the country. She i1s will:i
our Board of Directors once again.

Mi cha®kalPresi dent

Mi ke O' Neal has been around bromeliads mo
many of his dad's friends were avid colle
sever al specializing in bromeliads. He ha
30 years starting with the classic Aechme
way, he has had the opportunity to do al m
has a thriving collection. As a fairly re
he continuously wonders why he waited so
experience and resources of a wonderful g
served as Vice President in the society h
serve as President for the Bromeliad Soci
Gordon ®SVowe President

Gordon has been an avid Bromeliad enthusi
houses and a covered Dyckia structure in

i n ground garden areas. He has served on
ety Houston more than once. Gordon assists with technology in program presenta -
tions and zoom productions. Il n addition
ciety and has also provided auction suppo
ferences. He i s happy to serve the Socie
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Don Grigemcr et ary

Don joined BS/ HI i n 1993. He has ser
Board of Dird&ctecn sdends aviidcdr esi dent .
ally accredited BSI Judge. Don has s
SWBG Shows. He h aGh asierr voefd talhse C®Hhow C
of Pl acement Committee, Chair of Jud
transportation for the 2016 Worl d Br
always willing to do what needs to b

Al l yn Peialrlemasmnur e

For BS/H Treasurer: Allyn Pearl|l man A
was editor of the BS/2H) 02n can dBuhlalse thien
bership chair since 1993. He has ser
ident and was Chairman of our annual show in 1995. Allyn is an active

supporter of the Southwest Bromeli ad
that organization. Allyn also serves
ty I nternational and for many vyears
He i s a member of Bromeliad Society
y Accredited Master Bromeliad Judge
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MARIANNE "CANEVARO
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OCTOBER TOOLS AND TECHNI QUES
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BSHI Fol ksTO NVOITN D
Houston Cactus & Succul e

Last mont h, a number of fol ks from B
side of t he Houston Cactus and Succu
teered to help were:

Ruby Adams, Al i ci a Baker, Don Gr een,
Lee, MN e&keel ,O Debbi e Thomas, Scheri e T
Whi pkey.

Al s o, check the email ®&&eah ab
October 12 Anot her joint ev
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