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VIeW “Dennis Cathcart joins us for an informative ses-'
: sion on Amazing Air Plants on October 21. He

: will also bring plants from his nursery in Sara-

: sota, FL for us to purchase. The quality of _
: plants is superb and prices are competitive. His :
moneal37@qmail.com : vast knowledge of Bromeliads coupled with his :
: exciting and often humorous adventures ensure :
: that we will have a "full house" that evening.

By Michael O’Neal,
BSH President

= September Finds
| hope everyone discovered some-
thing new and exciting at the September

Hospitality for October

member sale. | sure did—I finally scored Names beginningin N - Z
three different variegated plants I've ad-
mired for years. Variegated plants are defi- Dttt ens s eesaseseseasesesessaseseaseseed ]
hitely one of my vices, so that was a big WARNING: THERE IS A SCAM CIRCULATING

win! And for those who picked up a few of WITH MIKE O'NEAL’S EMAIL. IT POSES AS HIM

my plants, | hope you enjoy them as much AND ASKS FOR GIFT CARDS FOR VETERANS.

as I’'m looking forward to enjoying my new

e, DO NOT BUY GIFT CARDS FOR THIS PUR-

POSE. ALWAYS HOVER YOUR MOUSE OVER

AN EMAIL TO GET THE SOURCE ADDRESS.
Lunch with Dennis THIS EMAIL HAD NO ADDRESS VISIBLE.
Earlier this month, work took me to

Bradenton, Florida, and | couldn’t

resist stopping by Tropiflora. Even better, | INSIDE THIS ISSUE

had lunch with our October speaker, Dennis California Dreamin’

Cathcart. Dennis is always full of great sto- Board nominees

ries—this time about the early days of our Volunteer Opportunity

Houston Society and how much he’s en- Membership and Meeting information

joyed visiting here over the years. Cultural tips
Holiday Meeting

Tropiflora itself, though, is still struggling Maximum and Minimum

after the 2024 hurricane. None of their Field Trip Information

many greenhouses were spared, and the October Broms

rebuilding effort is still massive even a year Bragging Rights Artistic Challenge

later. It was tough to see, especially com- Texas Cactus and Succulents

pared to how vibrant the place was during Bulletin Board

the 2022 World Conference. (Continued) \ Officers, Directors, Committees /
N— _
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(continued)

With Tropiflora’s 50th anniversary coming up next year, and knowing their importance to the bro-
meliad community, I'm hopeful they’ll keep pushing forward.

Wi )mr World Conference 2026

~wedsii., - Speaking of the World Conference—registration is now open for next year’s event in
—=257 W California! I've only been to conferences in Florida, so I'm really excited to see what

the West Coast has to offer. One destination high on my list is The Huntington,

which has an outstanding collection of Puyas. | once tried to arrange for their curator to give us a

program on the subject. He was interested but simply too busy to commit—maybe something we

can look forward to down the road.

You'll find information in this newsletter on the World Conference. It promises to be a rich and re-
warding event for everyone who attends.

» wfi’ Looking Ahead

x ¢ vAs we move into fall, | encourage you to enjoy the cooler weather and the fresh energy
m N it brings to both our plants and ourselves. We’ve got something fun on the horizon—the
upcoming road trip to tour Margo’s garden. It'll be a great chance to get inspired, swap stories,
and just enjoy the day together.

Whether you’re adding to your collection, making plans for California, or hitting the road with us, |
hope this season keeps your passion for plants—and for our community—growing strong.

November Meeting

A change to the normal schedule is coming.
We will be holding the November 2025 meet-
ing, at Shirl and Gordon Stowe’s home.
(maps on next page)

It will be on November 15 from 1:30—4:30

A relaxed 3-hour meeting at Gordon and Shirl Stowe's home on November 15th,
featuring a presentation on greenhouse construction, social time,
and a raffle

Hospitality is by letters A—M.
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Stowe’s home
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6514 Blue Hills Rd, Houston
TX
It’s northwest of Houston
proper.
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Conference registration includes ac-
cess to all conference seminars, the
bromeliad show, the auction, and ear-
ly entrance to bromeliad sale. Includ-
ed meals are listed below.

o Conference Opening Recep-
tion with All American Buf-
fet (Wednesday evening)

e Plant Auction with Complimentary
Appetizers (Friday evening)

. Keynote Address with plated Ban-
quet Dinner (Saturday evening)

Extra dinner tickets for a
spouse or guest (non-
registrants)

Extra All American Buffet dinner tick-
et (Thursday evening Opening Recep-
tion) — $150.00

Extra Dinner Banquet ticket (Saturday
evening Keynote Presentation) —
$125.00

Bus tours and extra dinner tickets are
optional and can be purchased for an
additional fee. See BSI.org website.
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Bromeliad Socielty International

WORLD

BROMELIAD
CONFERENCE

April 15-18, 2026
Hilton Hotel « Costa Mesa, California

Presents

Conference Registration —
$395 per person

All conference registration fees are final and non-
refundable.

And what other cities are near Costa Mesa? Be-
ginning with the beach cities: Seal, Sunset, Hun-
tington, Newport, Laguna, Dana Point, San
Clemente. Inland cities include San Juan Ca-
pistrano, Mission Viejo, Irvine, Anaheim, Yorba
Linda, and Westminster. Each of these places
offer interesting points of interest. Trademarked
as “The City of the Arts,” Costa Mesa offers mul-
tiple opportunities in the nearby area for enjoying
various forms of art.

World Bromeliad Conference 2026

No raffle at the October
BS/H meeting because of the
Speaker’s sale

L A4 A% A% A% 2%

BS/H Volunteer opportunities
See page 6 and 13
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https://bromeliadconference.com/

Board members for 2026

Election is October 21. These are the
nominees:

Allyn Pearlman — Treasurer For BS/H

Allyn joined BS/H Inc. in 1991. He was editor of the BS/H
Inc. Bulletin from 1992-2002 and has been membership
chair since 1993. Allyn for many years has served as
Treasurer of BS/H Inc. He is a member of Bromeliad Soci-
ety International and is an Internationally Accredited Mas-
ter Bromeliad Judge Emeritus. He was editor of the BS/H
Inc. Bulletin from 1992-2002 and has been membership
chair since 1993. He has served BS/H Inc. as a Director
and Pres ident and was Chairman of our annual show in

1995.

Don Green - Seeking 2™ term as Secretary

Don joined Bromeliad Society/Houston, Inc. in 1993. He
has served the Society as a Director, Vice President and
President. He has served on most committees of the BS/
HI and the now disbanded Southwest Bromeliad Guild.
Don is an accredited Master Bromeliad Judge. Don

has judged BS/HI Shows, SWBG Shows and BSI WBC

Shows.
Mike O’Neal seeking 2nd term as President

He has been growing bromeliads himself for over 30
years starting with the classic Aechmea fasciata received
from his dad. Along the way, he has had the opportunity
to do almost everything wrong with them and still has a
thriving collection. As a fairly recent member of the Bro-
meliad Society Houston, he continuously wonders why he
waited so long to take advantage of the knowledge, expe-
rience and resources of a wonderful group of bromeliad
growers and he has served as Vice President in the socie-
ty his dad helped build.

Gordon Stowe—seeking Vice President again

Gordon has been an avid Bromeliad enthusiast since
2009. He has built 2 green houses and a covered Dyckia
structure in his yard in addition to planting bromeliads in
ground garden areas. He has served on the board of di-
rectors for Bromeliad Society Houston more than once.
Gordon assists with technology in program presentations
and zoom productions. In addition he assists with auctions
for the Houston Society and has also provided auction
support for the SW Guild and several world conferences.
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Ross Thyer-Board member

Ross is a new member who joined BS/H earlier this
year. While he has only recently rejoined the hobby
in Texas, he previously grew bromeliads for over 10
years in Australia. He is also a member of BSI, the
International Palm Society, and the local John Fairey
Garden. Ross enjoys growing Aechmeas (preferably
the green ones), as well as Heliconias, palms, and
Australian native plants. As an incoming board mem-
ber he is interested in developing conservation and
outreach activities for society.

Mitchell Fontenot —Board Member

Mitchell Fontenot, born April 17, 1956 in Ville Platte,
Louisiana. Grew up hunting, fishing, playing sports,
and helping Dad in the garden. Graduated LSU with
degree in Forestry in 1978. Masters Degree in Plant
Pathology in 1981 (also LSU). Pursued Ph.D in En-
tomology (LSU) but didn't finish. Married Gretchen
Schulze in 1982 (still married 43 years later!). Three
sons, two of which live in The Woodlands, the other
in Longview Texas. Seven grandchildren. Worked
in Golf Course Maintenance for 34 years, the last 21
as Golf Course Superintendent at LSU. While there
completed a Masters Degree in Horticulture

(2005). Two-time President of Louisiana Turfgrass
Association. Member of Bromeliad Society of Baton
Rouge for 21 years. Retired from LSU in

2021. Moved to Magnolia Texas in 2024 to be clos-
er to children and grandchildren. Joined Houston
Bromeliad Society in 2024 (along with Gretch-

en). Still settling in, especially the greenhouse.

BE SURE TO BE AT THE OCTOBER
MEETING TO VOTE

Monthly Zoom Meeting Link:

Meeting ID 852 6622 1495

Passcode is 625577
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85266221495?pwd=KM2UwUzh4LXcmRasBLlzYlQWKYuauc.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85266221495?pwd=KM2UwUzh4LXcmRasBLlzYlQWKYuauc.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85266221495?pwd=KM2UwUzh4LXcmRasBLlzYlQWKYuauc.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85266221495?pwd=KM2UwUzh4LXcmRasBLlzYlQWKYuauc.1

Reminder to Volunteer

We are going to be at Mercer Arboretum on Octo-
ber 18 together with the Houston Cactus and Suc-
culent Society for their state conference.

We will have a booth set up with information about
our society and some plants on display. | am ask-
ing for volunteers now to sign up for shift work. It
promises to be a well-attended event. Come out
and support your Society.

Shifts go from:
9am --10:30
10:30 - - noon
Noon -- 1:30
1:30 - 3:00 pm

Bring a Dyckia or two to show the diversity of our
plants. Be prepared to take applications of those
interested in our society. Also, be prepared for
discussing the benefits of the society: plant raffles,
free seedlings, Christmas party with auction, gar-
den tours, luncheons, ABC’s and a chance to
meet new and interesting people.

Send me your name:
lindawhipkey@ymail.com or call/text
281-433-4825 by Oct. 11

After your shift, take some time to
stroll the lovely gardens at Mercer
Botanical or see what the Cactus So-
ciety is up to.
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Membership dues in the Bromeliad Society

Houston are $20 for individual $30 for fami-

ly. The membership goes from January to
January.

To join, send your check to:
Allyn Pearlman
6422 Bankside Drive
Houston, TX 77096

With your check, include your address, cell
phone/home/work phone numbers; your
birthday month and day and your email ad-
dress. The email allows you to receive the
monthly bulletin and important communica-
tions. Also, designate a phone number to
call in case of an emergency cancellation of
the meeting.

1,:0,:0,.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0000090000.0.0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0,0.4

For those of you who want to join the
monthly meeting on zoom, this is the link
and passcodes:

Monthly Zoom Meeting Link: hiips://
us02web.zoom.us/j/852662214957
pwd=KM2UwUzh4LXcmRasBLIzYIQWKYuauc.
1

Meeting ID 852 6622 1495

Passcode is 625577

Hospitality is by N-Z for October

Deadline for bulletin articles and
pictures for November is Oct. 26.
Send me those pictures of your
broms (they don’t have to be
blooming). Send a jpeg to me. |
need your pictures for the bulle-
tin.

lindawhipkey@ymail.com
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(Culfooral s

Fall has arrived. My plants and | are enjoying
the cooler temperatures. A little rain would be
nice, but we can’t have everything. The hot
summer weather stresses out my Bromeliads,
but come fall, they bounce back and put on a
colorful show. As the temperatures continue to
decline, the days grow shorter, and the sun is
not as harsh, my plants slow their growth and
get ready for winter.

Watch your plants carefully. They will need
watering if nature does not provide adequate
amounts. Sometimes insect pests enjoy fall
weather as much as we do. Deal with insect
and disease problems as soon as you notice
them; don’t let things get out of hand. The
growth rate for the plants in your yard is start-
ing to decline. Now is a good time to start cut-
ting back on the fertilizer. If any of your plants
need dividing, or repotting, now is a good time
to doit. | don’t like to propagate or repot my
plants much past Halloween. | have to remem-
ber that winter arrives in Rosehill much earlier
than it does in Houston proper and areas fur-
ther south. Those of you who live further north
and west, such as Hockley, The Woodlands,
and Kingwood, can expect winter weather to
arrive in the near future.

Now is a good time to review your winter
weather plans. Stock up on freeze cloth and
other winter coverings. Clean up your winter
storage areas. Do any needed repairs. Check
heaters to make sure they are operating

properly.

| want to take a little time to talk about the con-
tents of my Bromeliad toolbox. | like to divide
my tools into two broad categories: cutters and
grabbers. This month let | will concentrate on
the cutters. Most of you will probably not need
some of tools that | use.

The illustration Cutters 1 shows a saw and a
variety of knives. | find these tools useful when
| am working with my big sticky plants such as
Dyckias, Hechtias and Bromelias. Many of

BS/H OCTOBER 2025

For our
tropicals

these plants have large stems and wicked
leaves which require some serious tools to
work with them.
Those who grow
less lethal plants
can probably get
by with a small
knife and skip
the remainder.

|

: Cutters 1

The illustration
Cutters 2 shows
tools that most of
you will probably
find more useful.
A small set of
loppers makes it
easy to remove large bloomed out Neoregelia
mother plants or large pups. | use bypass
pruners to cut off most pups. The tapered
shape of the thinning shears makes it easier
to get into small spaces to remove a pup or
cut out a diseased pup. | use the bonsai scis-
sors, needle point pruners, and regular scis-
sors to trim damages leaves.

They also
can be used
| to trim off
dead roots
when repot-
ting a plant.

A= small loppers
B= by-pass pruners
C= thinning shears

D=Bonsai scissors
E=needle point
pruners

F= scissors

| am sure you will find many more uses for
these tools that | have forgotten to mention.

That’s all | have for this month. Hope to see
you at the October meeting.
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Bromeliad Society Houston Holiday Dinner

Time to celebrate another year of taking care of our
bromeliads and sharing with one another.

Location: Los Tios Mexican Restaurant
9527 Westheimer Rd.

When: December 6, 2025
6:00 pm Cash Bar
6:30 pm dinner

How much? $35 per person

What? Beef and Chicken Fajita Buffet

For Special Dietary Requests, email Allyn, deliboys@comcast.net

Deadline for RSVP? December 1, 2025

Pay: Cash, Check, Zelle or Credit Card

Delicious

@, /
= CNristpnac @ o
ERNIAN_ AT TA R EA K N

s Y Party Food! ?

o Q A pae Vo i ) o \
) o[ ! d
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Puya raimondii

“Queen of the Andes” is rare and endangered. At over
30 feet tall, Puya raimondii is the largest bromeliad in
the world. It is native to the barren highlands of Bolivia
and Peru. It’s great flower stalk can get up to 25 feet
tall and develops after 80 years of vegetative growth.

The smallest species of bromeliad is the Spanish
moss Tillandsia usneoides. Native to the USA, o Y P
through Central America and into South America h RN Y
as far south as Argentina, it grows hanging down al 7
from tree branches and consists of a slender stem
bearing tiny flowers and alternate series of leaves
that produce hanging thread-like chains up to 6
meters long.
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Join the Garden
Tour
at Margo Racca’s

Home
October 11th, 10 AM to 2:00 PM

Nestled in lowa, Louisiana, is
member Margo Racca’s sanctuary
of botanical beauty.

On October 11 members are invit-
ed to step beyond her ‘garden
gate’ to enjoy her
wonderful collection of
Bromeliads.

In addition, Margo will serve
homemade gumbo with iced tea

and dessert.
Now This Is Southern hospitality that
just shouldn’t be missed!

211 Larry Street, lowa, Louisiana

70647
(Approximately 2 hrs. 30 min)

Follow 1-10E to N Thompson
Ave in lowa (about 150 miles
from Houston)

Take exit 43 from I-10E

Follow N. Thompson Ave to Lar-
ry Street (2 blocks past highway
90)

Then turn left on Larry Street.
Go 2 blocks and turn left again
on Lightner (the house is on the
corner of Lightner and Larry,
facing Larry St.)

BS/H OCTOBER 2025

4 )

We will be on the road to Farmer’s
Market’s across the city. Do you have a
market close to you? Let Scherie
know.

Recruiting new members and selling plants.

\_ 281-772-7556 -/

—

~AVIA MZV ) Ml

OH' /]” | - 5/;;‘“ VI
| / U 'V A

‘ ?ﬂ.
,’ - 1
« BROMELIAD
— Society International
. BSI World Conference

April 14-18, 2026

Hilton Hotel Costa Mesa, CA

BSI World Conference - A place to
celebrate bromeliads and the
people who love them.

See BSl.org
WBC 2026

\ ), BROMELIAD SOCETY
", 35 INTERNATIONAL

INFORMATION ~ AFFILIATES ~ BROMELIADS ~ PUBLICATIONS WBC?2026  MEMBERS  JOIN THE BSI

Registration is open now.
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OCTOBER BROMS UNIQUELY BROMELIAD

Dyckia ‘Dakota’
Chris Nguyen

Billbergia ‘Calcite’
Frank Lee

Tillandsia Victoriana
@ Vickey Gurka

Wallisia cyanea varigata
Frank Lee

Aechmea fiulgens discolor x ramosa
Vickey Gurka

Tillandsia
‘Bauple’ Frank Lee

Tillandsia rothii
Frank Lee
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Challenge to the East London Bromeliad Society—South Africa

I’'m proposing a challenge to our members: construct an artistic arrangement using
bromeliads. (It is not a decorative container as in our show). Take a picture of it (jpeg in
an email) and | will publish it in the bulletin. We need to have at least 5 members partici-

pate. Entries are not judged, but shared with members. Theme is your choice. Start looking
at your plants now, while they are in good color. Award is bragging rights. For the January
bulletin to open 2026! See below.

Review of the Artistic creations from South Africa

Lyn Odendaal with a
beautiful cup and
saucer display.

Lynn Friend with a flamin-
go and Tillandsia gardneri.

1st Maureen Eybers with a
spectacular arrangement of
broms, plants and flowers.

BS/H:

Can we do better? Let’s compete for bragging rights.
I’ll send them our pictures. 10 members participated
in Africa. Can we have at least 5 participants? Let

Brenda Wegner with a maga- me know if you will enter by October 18. Deadline for
zine rack filled with Tillandsia . . ,

divaricata and Aechmea _plctures_ is Dec. 1 It's our chance to connect to an
blanchetiana flowers. international society ‘way across the ocean. Put your

thinking caps on and CREATE an arrangement. See
next page for Rules. .
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Rules for the Bragging Rights Challenge

. You may use any plant material, fresh or dried.

. Your artistic arrangement must emphasize bromeliads.

. Your container may be natural or man-made material.

. All bromeliads used must be properly named.

. The picture (jpeg) submitted must have a neutral background. Noth-

ing to detract from the arrangement.
. The arrangement must stand on its own (have permanence).

Refer to the South African examples on previous page.

Email me to say you will be participating. We need at least 5 entrants to make this
work. If | don’t have enough by the 18th of October, | will be recruiting you. Let's
do this!

lindawhipkey@ymail.com

A

N (VWA 22
NG
VR L

Fall Conference

The Texas Associations of Cactus and Succulent Societies
For the BS/H appearance at Mercer on the 18th of October, you should know what the
event is about. The Texas Association of Cactus and Succulent Societies (TACSS) will be
hosted by the Houston chapter this year. TACSS is an umbrella organization comprised of
local chapters of the cactus and succulent societies in the state of Texas. The annual meet-
ing is taking place at Mercer Botanical Gardens on October 18th.

In conjunction with the meeting, HCSS is holding our annual sale. So there will be lots of
vendors with cactus and succulents on hand. BS/H will be there to display plants only.

Because of the different venue, we think this is going to reach a different audience than our
usual sales at the Multi-Service Center. We look forward to seeing you there.

President, Andrea Varesic

Houston Cactus and Succulent Society
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BULLETIN BOARD

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

John Edmonson 10/3
Kenneth Gardner 10/28
Marsha Krumrey 10/29
Frank Lee 10/5
Margo Racca 10/23
Rick Richtmyer 10/24
Linda Whipkey 10/6
Daniel Wolf 10/30
Melenie Stowe 10/20

Jdimbe’s !;uraery.

A& LANDARCARING

We have a large selection of Aechmea, Billbergia,
Cryptanthus, Dyckia, Nearegelia, and Tillandsia, Please
compare our prices and our gquality.

15012 Bth Street West, Santa Fe, TX 77517 » 409-925-5933

www.jimbosnursery.com

%!® Houston Orchid Society

www.houstonorchidsociety.org
Regular meeting first Thursday of month at 7:30 P
First Christian Church | 1601 Sunset Bivd

YXLIXZXZIXXZXZZX

September Program Summary

Kathy Stahl presented a program showing
birds and bromeliads of Central America. She
included Belize, Costa Rica, Trinidad and
Panama in her travels.

Lots of Aechmeas growing in trees, showing

their epiphytic nature. Beautifully colored birds
accompanied the program.

YOU CAN GROW
"'“.- __Qx- :

WE WILL SHOW YOU HOW

Bromeliad
W, Society

BS/H OCTOBER 2025

s Houston Cactus and Succulent Society

www.hcsstex.org
- Regular meeting fourth Wednesday of month at 7:00 PM
m |

Metropolitan Multi-Service Center

1475 West Gray, Houston, TX 77019
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Officers, Directors, Committees

PRESIDENT SECRETARY
Michael O’Neal Don Green
VICE PRESIDENT TREASURER PAST PRESIDENT

Gordon Stowe Allyn Pearlman Scherie Townes

BOARD OF DIRECTORS————————————-

Through 2025 Through 2026 Through 2027
Frank Lee Vickey Gurka Noreen Tolman
Linda Whipkey Sheila Ross Malcolm McCorquodale

STANDING COMMITTEES—/———————————-

PUBLICATIONS
Allyn Pearlman

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN
Gordon Stowe

STANDING COMMITTEES EX-OFFICIO
Cherie Lee & Margo Racca

PLANT SALES CHAIRMAN
Allyn Pearlman

COMMITTEES —-———M7— @M
ANNUAL SHOW
TBD HOSPITALITY
Shirl Stowe
BROMELIAD CULTURE MEMBERSHIP

David Whipkey Allyn Peariman

COURTESY
Debbie O’Neal

SEEDLINGS
Allyn Pearlman

DIRECTORY and BULLETIN
Linda Whipkey

SHOW AND TELL
John Schmidt

EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS
Linda Whipkey

RAFFLE
Cherie and Frank Lee

GARDEN TOURS
Gordon and Shirl Stowe

REGISTRATION
John Sarkisian

HISTORIAN
David Whipkey

ZOOM COMMUNICATION
Michael O’Neal

HOLIDAY PARTY CHAIRMAN
Allyn Pearlman

GROWTH AND ENGAGEMENT
Linda Whipkey

BROMELIAD SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL——————-

Don Green Cherie Lee
Margo Racca Daniel Wolf
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Question: Do Bromeliads growing in trees hurt
the tree?

Answer: The bromeliads we see in the tropics
or even in Houston growing in trees do not
harm the trees. They are epiphytes; from the
ancient Greek, epi meaning ‘upon’ and phuton
meaning ‘plant’. Epiphytes differ

from parasites in that they grow on other plants
for physical support and do not affect the host
negatively. .

Epiphytic plants are sometimes called "air
plants" because they do not root in soil. Howev-
er, that term is inaccurate, as there are many
aquatic species of algae that are epiphytes as
well. The best-known epiphytic plants in-

clude mosses, orchids, and bromeliads such

as Spanish moss (of the genus Tillandsia), but
epiphytes may be found in every major group of
the plant kingdom.

We are familiar
with ‘air plants’
in trees, but one
parasite exists
that occupies
trees in the
Eastern and
Southern United
States. Itis the SIAN/ 2

mistletoe. R

Mistletoe spe- %&, \ 1.9

cies grow on a

wide range of host trees, some of which experi-
ence side effects including reduced growth,
stunting, and loss of infested outer branches. A
heavy infestation may also kill the host plant.

Bromeliads are epiphytes. They do not harm
the plant where they grow.
From Wikipedia
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